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By Divine Permiſſion 


Lord Biſhop of Mincheſter, 


2 


Prelate of the Moſt Noble Order of 
the GART ER. 


May it pleaſe Tour Lordſhip, 
F it were not, that the Public uni- 
verially agree, to repreſent Your 
Lordſhip as the moſt amiable Cha- 
racter, for a Spirit of d;/ftingriſhed Hu- 
manity and Candour ; 1 could not al- 
iow mylelt to hope tor /ndulgence, 
when I am bold enough to take the 
* of troubling Your Lordihip 
A 2 with 


| wn DEDICATION. 
| with any Thing fo low, as what 
| relates to the Manner of my being 
firſt engaged in a Deſign of writing N 
on the preſent Argument. 3 
I HAD obſervedin reading the Plain 
Account, once and again, that Your 
Lordſhip, the reputed Author, was 
ever very expreſs in infiſting on the 
Preſence of proper Diſpoſitions and a 
futable Behaviour, as eſſential Ingre- 
dients to a due Celebration of the 4 
Lokp's Supper. Upon this the Rea- 1 
ſoning with me was : If there be a 1 
Neceſſity of proper Diſpoſitions, theſe 
Diſpoſutions muſt certainly be included - 
in the Act of Remembrance; if CurisT, . 
therefore, is to be remembered in this . 
Manner, there is likewiſe a Necef- 
lity of the Preſence of Faith; and 
this Faith muſt argue the real Chri- 
ſtian. But theſe Points ſecured, 
i bat (as l put the Queſtion to my- 
| ſelf, hat) are the Oualifications, 
| that the Subjef can want? Or in 
| what Light is it deſired, that the 
Object 
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DEDICATION. iii 


Objeft appear? Or, laſtly, II hat are 
the Benefits, that can be required to 
attend his Inſtitution, that do not 
belong to the real Chriſtian, and there- 
fore may not be juſtly expected from 
his Obſervance of it in is worth 


and acceptable Manner & Wherefore 


finding, that the Plam Account, either 
in Words at leugth, or by the moſt 
eaſy Conſequence, had fully provided 
for the Security of the ſeveral Par- 
ticulars above ; I could not but per- 
ſuade myſelf, that it muſt needs 
contain the Scriptural State of this 
Doctrine; and therefore, that it would 
admit of a ſolid Vindication, on zho/e 
Principles, which have the only Claim 
ta be conſidered as the 7% of Or- 
thoanxy. 

Fox what has been here attempt- 
ed, Your Lordſhip will immediate- 
ly obſerve, that I have not wrote with 
a Deſign to give up the Right of pre- 
vate Judgment, nor to make any one, 
th it were Your Lordſhip, a Com- 

A 3 pliment 


in DEDICATION. 


pliment of my Faith. I have really 


had the Cauſe of Truth at Heart. And 
have only been ſo much the more 
affected in the preſent Caſe, that the 
Truth, as exhibited in the Plain Ac- 
count, ſhould riſe with that full Evi 
dence to myſelf, and yet have ſhar- 
ed the hard Fortune, as either not to 
be underſtood, or but ſparingly ac- 
knowledged, from abroad. I do not, 
indeed, pretend to know, what the 
Objettions of others may have been 
to it; but this I muſt aver for my- 
ſelf, that, as far as I can judge of 
Things, I cannot but think, YOU 
have the Mind of CHRIST in His in- 
ſtituting his Holy Ordmance. 

AND ſhould it ſo happen, that, 
what is here put together, may, in 
the leaſt Degree, contribute to the 
giving the Public a juſter Acquain- 
tance with Your Lordſhip's Princi- 
ples; and, by that Means, promote, 
what I am ſenſible, Your Lordſhip 
has moſt at Heart, the Progreſs of 
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diuiue Truth: I have to congratulate 
myſelf on this double Felicity, that 
I ſhall both 4% 4% the ſincere Chri- 
ian, and ſecond Your Lordſhip's pi- 
ous Deſigns. 

Bur whatever be its Reception 
from the World, and whatever Fate 
it meet with from Your Lordſhip ; 
I am obliged to declare, That I 
deſire to take my Lot on the Side 
of Truth: I mean, thoſe Principles, 
which bear hat Charatter with my- 
felf. Becauſe it is my ꝗenſe of Things 
that muſt be my Standard; from 
how many and how great Men 1o- 
ever, I may happen to er. And 
herein, I am very ſure, I have the 
Honour of following Your Lordſhip's 
Example. 

Bor I would be very careful not to 
break in too far, either on Your 
Lord{hip's Tine or Patience. AnG 
therefore only beg leave to add, that, 
if my Zeal to ſerve in the Intereſt 


of this pariicular Tinth, ſhould not 
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vi DEDICATION 
appear ſo well conducted, as to ſe- 
cure an Approbation; I hope, how- 
ever, that my Integrity and Innocence 
will have Merit enough to intitle me 
to Your Lordſhip's Pardon. 


Jam, 
My Lord, 


With the mojt profound Deference, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt Obedient, 
aud moſi devoted, 


Humble Servant, 


SAYER RU PDP. 
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. 1. 2. from the Top, fer 3. 7. 4. 


THE INTRODUCTION, 


oer HIN is more generally ob- 
ſtructive to a free Inquiry after 

Truth, than the Prejudices of Edu- 
cation; eſpecially where the Out- 
cry of the People happens to be on 
the other Side. For taking it for granted, that 
thoſe Notions, Which we have either adopted 
from the Cradle, or learnt under the Ferula at 
School, are indiſputably juſt ; we not only be- 
come ſtrangely averſe to the great Buſinels of 
future Examination , but, for the moſt Part, 
yield to Conviction with the laſt Difficulty and 
Reluftance. I am myſelf ſo far an Inſtance 
of this unhappy Temper and Conduct, that 
B it 
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2 A Defenſe of the 


it is now, from my writing this, little more 
than a Month, ſince I could firſt allow my- 
ſelf to take the Plain Account into my Hands. 
Popular Clamour had made me apprehenſive 
that, poſſibly, the very Touch might be infecti- 
ous; but, to be ſure, that I could not give i 
the Reading, without running the utmoſt Riſque 


of making Shiprereck of {ome Principle of Farth?, 


and ſacrificing the Anſwer of a good Conſcience, 
Having, however, at laſt, got the better of 
this /iper/titious Fear, and given myſelf the 
Liberty of ſceing with my own Eyes, and form- 
ing a Judgment for myſelf, by the belt Light 
my Reaſoning could ſuggeſt in the Premiſes; the 
Reader has here the Reſult of my Reflections. 
How far they may coincide with, or contra- 
dic Matters already advanced by others, who 
have wrote on this Argument, I know not; 
tho', ſhould any thing of that Sort occur, I 


flatter myſelf, it will be readily excuſed ; as I 


can ſtrictly aver, with regard to what 1s here 
offered, that it is abſolutely an original Produce 
tion. Hav ing neither read a Sy//able in the Con- 
troverſy, but the Plain Account itſelf: nor con- 
verſed with a/ing/e Perſon on the Subject of that 
Treatiſe. 

IT may, indeed, carry in it an Air of great 
Singularity, if not 27 Hation with tome, that 
I ſhould call this 4 Defenſe of the Plain Account; 
or even pretend to write in the Controverſy un- 
der that Colour : when it appears, by my own 


4 I Tim. J. 19. b 1 Pet. Ill, 21. 
9 1 2 Con- 


PlAIN Account, Sc. 3 


Confeſſion, that I have neither ever read, nor 
at any Time heard the particular ObjeFions, 
that have been made to it. Thoſe are a5olute 
Facts: I never did either. And yet I call this 
A Defenſe, and imagine it deterves that Title, 
were it only that it is deſigned to expreſs a Con- 
currence in that State of the preſent Doctrine, 
which we find exhibited in the Plain Account. 
Not but to clear up the Matter a little farther, 
I am humbly of Opinion, that it has alſo 22 
higher Claim to that Character, both as it un- 
dertakes to defend that Piece from the general 
3 Clamour, that has been raiſed againſt it; and 
4 to anſwer for ſuch particular Parts of it, as, 
from a curſory Acquaintance with popular Opi- 

? nions, it is natural to ſuppoſe, have been moſt 
liable to Ohjection. And if it thould fo happen, 
that I Have been maker in forming a Judg- 
ment of the ohnoxzous Parts, the Diſappoint- 
ment, however, will bring this Satisfaction a- 
long with it, that it will then be out of Doubt 
with me, that the Doctrine of the Supper, as 
there delivered, 1s aCtuaily ſuperior to every 
thing that bears the Name of an Exception, —- 


But to the Argument itſelf, and therein, 
Firſt, 
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4 A Defenſe of the 


Of the FoRMAL Ar. 


HE Elements of Bread and Wine hav- 

ing been conſecrated®, for the Purpoſe 

of the Supper, and diſtributed by the Prieſt to 

the Communicants ; that Act of Celebration, 

which concerns them, upon receiving the Ele- 

ments, is, that they eat the Bread, and drink 

the Wine, in ſolemn Commemoration of our bleſſed 
SAVIOUR. 

TIs, as things riſe to me, in Agreement 
with the Plain Account, appears to be the for- 
mal A of Celebration: Or, is that preciſe 
Point, wherein the very Eſſence of the Cele- 
bration conſiſts*. It is neither the Perſon of 
CHR1sT, nor the Sacrifice of CHRIST, nor the 
Benefits of either, immediately, or actually, ſub- 
ſiſting before us, that we are concerned with 
in this Rite; but ſolely the Memorials, or Com- 
memoration, of his Per ſon, Sacrifice, and Benefits, 


a A modern Phraſe : Not meaning that the Prayers uſed upon 
this Occafion, convey any ſuper-naturali, or divine Quality into 
the Elements; but as the Plain Account expreſſes it. and the 0: rigi- 
nal Greek ſignifies: That good Words, or Words of Praiſe and 
Thank/ziving have been ſpoken over them, That is, as I appre- 
hend, Words acknowledging the Fitneſs of the Means to rhts 
End; and therefore Words of Praiſe to Gop or Curisr, for 
the Inſtitution of this Rite: Praying alſo, at the ſame time, that 


thoſe, who attend, may reſpectively ſhare its happy Efle&s. 


And there'ore, fach geed Wards, as the Communicant may af- 
terwards uſe for himſe ef, when he comes to partake of the Bread 
and Wine. Pl. Acc. Second Edit. p. 11,13, and 33, com- 
pared with p. 117. 79. 120. &c. 

b Plain Account, Propoſ. viii. p. 23, 24. particularly p. 28. 


Or 


£4. 103, Ec. 


PLain Account, Sc. 5 
Or, if that be not ſufficiently plain, take it in 
the Words following : It is not that the Bread 
which is broken, is the actual human Body, h. e. 
the Fleſh and Bones of our Lok D; or that he 
Wine, which is poured cut, is the actual Blood, 
or animal Life of CHRIST, ſhed upon the 
| Crots ; or, that the partaking of the Elements 
gives Being to any one ſpiritual Bleſſing: But, 
that the Inſtitution itfelf is a Memorial; and 
that its frue Uſe is to give us an intellectual 
View of the Perſan and Undertekings of our 
LorkD. It is to call up to our Remembrance, 
that there was ſuch a Perſon as eus; that He 
did ſuffer upon the Croſs; and that ſuch and 
ſuch Benefits, were either defofited with Him, 
or purchaſed by Him. 

Tuts, if ] do not miſtake the Argument, 
is one of the principal things, which the Au- 
thor of the lain Account undertakes to contend 
for; and, in which, I apprehend, He is ſup- 
poſed to depart ſo much from the pot ular State 
of the Doctrine. In this Particular, therefore, 
He inſiſts upon it, that che Inftitution is always 
to be conſidered as a fir: Memorial of what is 

% and abſent ; and not as an Exhibition of 
the natural Body and Blood of CHRIST; nor 
of the real Sacrifice of a preſent Body 

Tre Reafon, I imagine, which obliged our 
Author to give into this prect/e Explication, or 
to guard himſelf in this particular manner, was, 
not only that he might make head againit the 


* Plain Account, &c. p 31. 
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6 A. Defence of the 


Popiſh Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, which he 
has effectually done in 7his Treatiſe * ; but alſo, 
that he might inform others, Writers of the 
Proteſtant Claſs, who had allowed themſelves 
in ſuch Modes of Expreſſion, as, if intelligible, 
muſt have a Tendency to give us very wrong 
faeas on the Subject. For tho' it ſhould be al- 
lowed, that the Doctrine of Tranſub/tantiation 
is plainly too groſs for the Divines of the Refor- 
mation; yet, 1 do not know, whether they 
can wholly clear themſelves from having uſed 
certain Expreſſions on this Head, which border 
very much upon, if they do not come quite up 
to, the Lutheran Notion of Conſubſtantiality. 
They call it, indeed, a /piritual Preſence ; but, 
nevertheleſs, repreſent it in ſuch a particular, 
and extraordinary Manner, as would, at leaſt, 
tempt one to ſuſpect, that they really deſigned 
an actual, or bodily Preſence, ſubſiſting in, or 
with the Elements, 

I wouLD, by no means carry the Remon- 
ſtrance too far. But, if ſomething like this be 
not concealed under the Terms made uſe of by 
ame on the Occaſion; I am ready to queſtion, 
as I ſaid above, whether the Account be intelli- 
gible, or not. I very well remember, my having 
had private Exceptions to thoſe Forms of Ex- 
preſſion, ſome Years ſince. 

Tu real Truth then, as I have been ready 
to think in the caſe, is evidently this : Name- 


Plain Account, p. 18. 24. Kc. 
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Pain Account, Sc. 7 
ly, That what we enjoy of this divzne Preſence 


in the Communton, is the very ſame with the 


Preſence of God, or that of CuR1sT, promiſ- 
ed to, and attending, all the Inflitutions of his 
Houſe. Prayer and preaching, reading the holy 
Scripture, and finging of Pſalms, arc nothing 
in themſelves ; unleſs CHRISIH, the great Ma: 


fter of Aſſemblies *, be with them. Let not that 


therefore, as the Plain Account ſpeaks, which 
is common to all the Inſtitutions of divine Grace, 
be re/trarned to ne; or be magnified as fome- 


thing greatly ſuperior to, if Dot different in 


kind, from what is to be met with, in an At- 
ne on all the Services of the Church. 
The Figures, indeed, in the Supper, are more 
lively; the Symbols more ſtribing to the natural 
Eye ; but the Eficacy does not conſiſt in them, 
but che Bleſimg of the ALMIGHTY, leading 
thro' theſe Memorials to the Object deſigned. 
And the caſe is the ſame, thro' the whole Cir- 
cle of religious Duties, The Suppoſition there- 
tore, of the Reſerve of any peculiar, extranr- 
dinary Prefente to the Obſervamnce of 7þ:s parti- 
cular Rite, is intirely groundleſs : It being evi- 
dent, to en on, that it is promiſed 
with equal Intimacy to all of divine Original; 
as the Plain Account juſtly obſerves . 

Nor but it is alſo with a View of chis kind, 
I mean, to guard ſtill more effectually againſt 
this Notion of an extraordinary Preſenceè in the 


a Recl. xii. 11. | 
Plain Account, &c. p. 160 peed with p. 167. 


B 4 Sub- 


8 A Defence of the 


Supper; that our Author (as we juſt now re- 
marked) has been ſo very careful in acquainting 
his Readers, that tbe Elements are barely exter- 
nal Signs of the Body and Blood of CHRIST 
That their whole Intention is to put ws in mind 
of his Perſon and Undertakings ; and therefore, 
that we do not direfly, or immediately, deal 
with Cx4RIsT ; but with his Idea, or Memo- 
rial, as contained in and conveyed to us by 
thoſe Elements *. 

AND that this is, indeed, the true Repre- 
ſentation of the Fact, appears very evident to 
me from the following Conſiderations: 

FiRsT, The apr Words of our LORD 
in the Inſtitution of the Supper itſelf ; where 
he enjoins the Obſervance of the preſent Rite 
on his Followers with his direct View, as a 
Memorial of himſelf : ſaying, This do, in Re- 
membrance of H. The Subſtance of the In- 
ſtitution is, their making uſe of the Elements 
of Bread and Wine, as they had ſeen him uſe 
them: And the true Form or Manner, in which 
they were to uſe them, as well as their End 
and Defign in uſing them, was thus, namely, in 
Remembrance of u IN. If Cu 1sT therefore 
(as the Plain Account argues) who beſt knew 
his own Intention in the Eftabliſhment of fhis 
Rite, aſſures us, that it is to be obſerved in Re- 
membrance of HIM; that Remembrance includ- 


ing every proper Diſpoſition of Mind, it follows 


* Plain Account, paſim. d Luke xii. 19. p 
N - © 
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of Neceſſity, that, when it is ſo obſerved, 
the End of the Inſtitution is fully anſwered*, 
Again. 

SECONDLY, I am farther confirmed in the 
preſent Opinion, becauſe St. Paul, treating on 
this Subject, brings the whole of it to the ſame 
Iſue; when he tells us, that the Deſign of the 
Supper, is to ſhew forth the Lord's Death till be 
come. That is, as the plain Account expreſſes 
it, tall he ſhall come again to Judgment ©, or 
return in Glory d. The Death of CHRIS 


therefore, is one thing; a Tranſaction long ſince 


But the Reaſon, Why Chriſtians are en- 
joined the Obſervance of the Supper, is, that, by 
making this particular uſe of Bread and Mine, 
in the manner their Maſter had done, they 
might perpetuate his Memory thro' the ſeveral 
Ages of the Church. It being certain, that the 
breaking the Bread, and the pouring out the 
Wine, is a clear and ſtrong Repreſontation of 
thoſe his extreme Sufferings ©: : In fo much, 
that, to borrow St. Paul's Phraſe, we may even, 
upon this Account fay, that Jesus CHRIST is 
herein evidently jet forth, as crucified among us“. 
The Conſequences of which is, that the Ele- 
ments, when properly uſed, cannot but revive 
the Memory of CHRIST cruciſied, and keep his 
Idea warm on the Hearts of his Followers. 


By theſe Actions we rell forth (or Keep up the 


* Preface, p. 7, 8. and Propoſitions II. III. IV. p. 3. 4. with 
Propof. IX. p. 29. &c. 
1 Cor. xi. 26. © Page 16. 4 Page 62. 
£ Ibid. p. 113. f x Gal. iii. 2. 
Re- 


* 
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Remembrance of) his Death, till he come. Once 
more, 

THIRDLY, That Deficrency in the Obſer- 
vance of this Inſtitution, which brings Perſons 
under Cult, and expoſes them to Self-condem- 
nation, is the Reverſe to what we have been 
now contending for ; and therefore proves, be- 
yound Contradiction, that the preſent Repre- 
ſentation is juſt, 

Now it was charged on ſome of the Corin- 
thian Chriſtians, that, when they met for the 
Celebration of the Srfpper, and actually partook 
of the Bread and Wine, they did not 4. 5 
cern the LoRD's Body; by this means eating 
and drinking their own Condemmatiun ©; their 
Hearts bear: ing witneſs againſt them, that they 
partook 2707 thrly : Becauſe they did not ap- 
ply to the End of the Inſtitution, or make uſe 
of the Elements as the Memorials of CnRISr. 
The matter in Fact was (as the Plain Apcoount 
reporter at large) That they were fo far from 

diſcerning the LoRD's Body, in partaking of the 
Bread and Ii inc; that they eat and drank at 
random ; merely as at a common Meal: There- 
by making no Difference (as the Word ſigni- 
nes) between the Bread and Mine, appropri- 


ate to the Service of the Supper, and therefore 


plainly Memorials of CuRIsT; and ſuch 
Bread and Wine, as they might aſe in @. len- 
poral way, at an ordinary Entertainment“. 
Pl. Acc. p. 25, and 62. b Tbid. p. 67, and 112. 
c 1 Car. xi. 29. « Pl. Acc. p. 67, and 77. 
| WHERE- 
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WHEREFORF, as this was their Crime, and 
they herein departed from the End of the In- 
ſtitution, ſo o diſcern the Lok D's Body, which 
means, to remember that the Bread and Vine 
here uſed are Memorials of the Perſon and Paj- 
fron of CnRISTH; or that the Elements are im- 
mediately /t apart to this particular. Uje, and 
to receive them under hat Character, or with 
that View : Thus to difference the Bread and 
Wine, and by this means diſcern the Lok p's 
Body, muit be the preciſe Act, in which we 
may be faid to come up to what 1s required, 
both in tbe Words of the Inſtitution, and by St. 
Paul's Comment upon them. 

Ix fine, this one Conſideration, ariſing from 
what has been now ſaid, 1s ſufficient to deter- 
mine tbe Nature of the intire Proceſs in the Sa- 
crament of the Log D's Supper + Namely, That 
as the whole is to be done in REMEMBRANCE 
of CHRIST; fo the whole is to be done in Re- 
membrance of ALL that relates to CHRIST. 
The Nature of the Act on the whole Subject, 
determines the Nature of the ACt in every par- 
ticular relative to that whole Subject. Whe- 
ther we regard the private Conſtitution of his 
Perſon, or the various Bliſfings depolited in his 
Hands. | 

IT is in vain therefore, to talk of offer- 
ing a real Sacrifice; or of the actual Partici- 
pation of ſuch Sacrifice; or even of the Benefits* 
which reſult from it, whether in their Subſtance 


a PI. Ace. p. 152. b Ibid, p. 143. 147. 153 and 189. 
| or 
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or primary Communication. It cannot be a 
real Sacrifice, now offered; becauſe CHRIST 
has already once ſuffered, without the Gates of 
Feruſalem *, It cannot be an actual Participa- 
tion of that Sacrifice, becauſe CHRIST in His 
natural Body and Blood, is now ab/ent, Nor 
can it be the Participation of its Benefits in Sub- 
flance, becauſe thoſe (together with the Provi- 
fon of this Sacrifice) were all laid up for the 
Church in the Covenant of Graceb. Nor in 
their primary Communication, becauſe that took 
Place with every true Chriſtian, when he ir/# 
believed in, or received the LoxD JESUs 
Ca RIS. 

Is it then aſk'd, What is the Nature and 
End of the preſent Inſtitution? The Anſwer 
in few Words is : It 1s intirely a Memorial of 
CuR1sT in His Perſon, and CHR1sT in His 
Benefits, What we deal with is folely the Ima- 

ges; the beneficent Effects, * renewed Appli- 
2 of theſe Things; and not with the 
Things themſelves, cor porally or materially 
preſent. 

And it is directly in this Manner, that our 
own Catechiſm reſolves che Queſtion, when it 
ſays, that the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
was ordained “ for the continual Remembrance 
* of the Sacrifice of the Death of CHRIST, 
ce and of the Benefits which we receive there- 
*« by.” Not with a Deſign to repeat that Sa- 
crifice, or to give renewed Exiſtence to thoſe Be- 


2 Heb. ix. 26. and xiii. 12. PI. Ac. p. 54. 5 
b2 Sam, xxili. 5 Eph. 3+ ET | * 
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nefits ; but purely as the Memorials of the one, 
and of the other *, 

TH1s then is that State of the Caſe, which, 
as we have already hinted, the Plain Account 
is not only very expreſs in aſſerting, but very 
full and clear in demonſtratingꝰ. And, indeed, 
the Principle itſelf is ſo o&vrous, that it is very 
ſurprizing, it ſhould meet with any Objed:on, 
where it has been once propoſed, 

IT 1s, indeed, true, and to prevent Excep- 
tions on the Head, may be obſerved : That be- 
ſide thoſe Benefits mentioned above (which are, 
in ſhort, both the Foundation and Principle of 
the Divine Life in its whole Compaſs) the very 
Dr: poſitions, neceſſary to conſtitute that Act of 
Remembrance, which is required to the worthy 
Participation of the Supper ; may be called Be- 
nefits, And that, for as much as theſe make 
Part of the Remembrance truly qualified ; ſo they 
have a Right to be conſidered as Benefits ariſing 
from, or connected with a due Celebration. 
Yet it ſhould be remembered, that they are 
ſuch only, as are common Attendants on all the 
Inſtitutions of divine Grace ; and by no Means 
peculiar to the Ordinance of the Szpper : tho 
it ſhould even be allowed, that they are Bene- 
fits of that Nature and Importance, as to be 
quite neceſſary, both to ſieefen the preſent 11-- 
ſtitution, and to influence our whole future Con- 
duct. For the Truth, in Fact, is, that the 


See particularly the Plain Acconnt, P. 147. d See Pro- 
poſition VIII. and throughout. PI. Ac. p. 159. 
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Benefits of this Claſs, or what we call by that 


Name, are neither more nor leſs, than the Ac- 
tion of Faith on the Benefits mentioned above. 
And it is exactly the ſame State of Things, 
which the Plain Account gives us, where it fays, 
that this Remembrance is founded in Faith*, 
Wherefore, where no Faith is, this Remembrance 
cannot take Place, But if they thus mutually 
involve each other, it is then caſy to ſee, that 
theſe very D:/þo/itzons, as they enter the Eſſence 
of that Remembrance, which is founded in Faith; 
are likewiſe the Chriſtian's Poſſeſſion, with Reſ- 
pect to their Principles or Root ; as being includ- 
ed in bis Union to CHRIST, in Quality of his 
Head; and in his having a Portion of that Sp1- 
Ir, which the FATHER has poured upon 
Him ww:thout Meafure®, 

AxD thus, I apprehend, our Catechiſm is 
to be underſtood, when it ſpeaks of theſe wo 
Benefits, as the Conſequence of our partaking 
of the LorRD's S : namely, the ftrengthen- 
ing and refreſhng of our Souls by the Body and 
Blood of Cu RIS TFT. For, upon what other Prin- 
ciple, can they be ſuppoſed to take Place, but 
that they thand connected with, or naturally 
ariſe from our Remembrance of CHRIST, under 


thefe Diſpofitions ? Since by this Means, on the 


one hand, our Faith in the Evidences of Chri- 
ſtianity is confirmed; and, on the other, the 
De&rine of CRISr, as peculiarly intereſted 


a Pl. Ac. p. 194. Þ John iii. 24. 


CI 
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in His Perſon and Sacrifice, becomes Spiritual 


Food to our Souls“. 

WHEREFoORE,all that can properly be attribu- 
ted to this Action of Fa; th(tor our Remembrance, 

ou obſerve, 7s founded in it) is, that by this 

eans, Or under this Influence, we are led to 
contemplate the Nature of our ſpiritual Privi- 
leges; to review our Property in them, and en- 
ter into a jufter Acquaintance with their Uſeful- 
neſs to us. In Conſequence of which it ha 
pens, as the Scripture ſpeaks, that we are filled 
with Peace and Joy in believing * : or, in other 
Words, with every Sentiment and Affection 
worthy the true Chriſtian, From whence the 
Practice of univerſal Righteouſneſs neceſſarily 
follows, not only becauſe the Faith of the Goſ- 
pel is one Branch of moral Refiituge ©; but allo 
becauſe it is the Principle, that qualifies for the 
whole Syſtem of practical Godlineſs, and only 
conducts thro” it in a Manner acceptavie to the 
Divine Majeſty“. 

ONE Word farther on this Head (becauſe 
much depends on our being rightly informed 
in this Part of the Controverſy) and I have 
done with it. Is it not then clear from what 
has been now ſaid, that the Per ſon gualificd to 
communicate in the Szpper, hath real Intereſt 
in CHRIST, as Head of the Church; in the 
Proini ſes of the New Covenant; and in what 
Holy Scripture calls, the New Birth or Rege- 
neration*? Tell me then, what are the actual 


See PI. Ac. p. 162. b Rom xv. 11 Match. xxiii. 23. 
© Heb. xi. 6. e See Pl. Ac. p 148, &c. 
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Benefits, that the Chriſtian has to receive ? 
Which of them is it, that he does not already 
poſſeſs ? And therefore, whether it be not, as 
the Plain Account argues, the Remembrance of 
theſe Benefits only, that the Communicant is 
actually concerned with; and not the Benefits 
themſelves : whether in their corporal Preſence, 
with Reſpect to our SAv1OUR ; or their origi- 
nal Preparation, in Reference to the Covenant 
of Grace; or the Production of a Divine Nature 
in regard to what is called proper D:ſpofitions ? 
Whether it be not the Remembrance of a Di- 
vine Conſtitution ſet up; the Remembrance of 
ſpiritual Bleſſings depoſited; the Remembrance 
of a proper Mean opened for their Conveyance ; 
and an actual Rejoicing in the preſent Senſe of 
our Property in CuR1sT, and the Benefits of 
His Paſſion? Which Rejoicing is one Word, 
here put for the Exerciſe of every proper Diſpo- 
fition, included, indeed, in the Word Remem- 
ber, truly underitood ; tho', it may be, not fo 
intirely the Production of the bare A of Par- 

ticipation [which is exceeding ort when de- 
tached from thoſe Parts of Our Office, which 
precede that At: I ſay, perhaps, not ſo in- 

tirely the Production of the bare Act Parti- 

cipabicn] as, poſſibly, the Effect of the Prayers, 
Confeſſions, and Exhortations accompanying this 
Rite; which open a large Field for Chriſtian 
Reflection: in which Caſe, we ſhall be inclin- 
ed to look upon theſe Diſpoſitions, as wrought 
by the common Service of the Church, rather 

than by this one preciſe Act of Participation. 
4 | And 


Plain Account, Os. 17 

And herein, I imagine, we have likewiſe the 
Concurrence of the Plain Account, as it is ac- 
knowledged but one Mean only among ſeveral 
other*. And yet, what has been now ſaid not- 
wathſtanding, as it will hereafter appear, that 
the Communion is not wanting in Benefits of her 
own (by Review, or Remembrance) ſo there is 
ho ptetending to ſay, what Compaſs of Thought, 
or what Turn of Mind may either attend © "th 
or ſacceed the actual Participation of the Ele- 
ments“; tho' we ſhould, at the ſame Time, 


"EEE 


Supper, is that of Remembrance; and that the 
Object, on which that Act terminates, is no 
other than our bleſſed Saviour ; we are by 


this means led to a Contemplation of that glo- 
nous Character. Wherefore, 


Of the Object, gur bleſſed Lok D. 


A” D' here our firſt Concern is with the 
18 


T Perſon of Car1sT ; Who, or What He 


2M . Upon which Head the Scriptures furnith 
5 : oz 1438 * : | ; 

. | us with the following Repreſentations : Name- 
5 ly, that he is emphatically the WorD ; that 
. Perſon, who was in the Beginning with GoD, 
tt | "rr 2 

_ and who was GOD. He is alſo declared. to 
2 : Pl. Ac. p. 147, 156, and 159, b See Pl. Ac. p. 106 
id Compared with p. 122, &, <Johni. 1. 


be, 


Lo . 
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be the Sox of Gop ; His only begotten Son b, 
mw His dear Son ©, &c, IMMANUEL, likewiſe, 
it which ſignifies Gop with ws, is another of His 
'Scriptural Characters; giving us a View of 
an Incarnate Gop, or, that great Myſtery of 
cur Religion, Gop manifeſt in the Fleſh . But 
as ample a Deſcription of our SAviouR's per- 
ſoral Dignity, as we any where meet with, is 
that by the Prophet Jaiab; where he tells us, 
that His Name is Wonderful, Counſellor, The 
mighty Gop, The everlaſting Father, The Prince 
Peace. 
Some of theſe Characters, indeed, if not 
ALL of them, may, in Part, be deſcriptive 
of, or involve, His OFFICE; which is the 
next Thing, that demands our Attention. 
For having made ourſelves acquainted with His 
Perſon, it is proper we ſhould now conſider, in 
what Manner he is charged: I mean, the O 
ces, with which He ſtands inveſted; and the 
. Furniture He poſſeſſes for the Management of 
them. In the general therefore, He is to be 
conſidered, as the ONE ME DTA TOR between 
God and Men :. And as ſuſtaining for the Ex- 
ecution of that extenſive Character, the Offices 
of Prophet, Prieſt, and King. What their ſe- 
veral Contents are, or the Manner in which 
they have been, or may be ſtill employed for 
our Benefit, we ſhall ſee hereafter. 


__ «John x. 36. d Thid, iii. 16. © Col. i. 13. 
Match. i. 23, 1 Tim. iii. 16. fIfa. ix. 6, 
2 i Tim. ii. 5. 8 : | 


* 


ä — — 
8 


— 


. © 
— 9 __ _— att... _ CC _—— - a gt wrt 


——— — — 
tw K — — — — 


8 
. 


Lows 


— — — —— —ꝓ — — — 
— 2 — 


— — — 


— — 
* — — 


Prain Account, Sc. 19 


HowEvER, to complete what concerns this 
general View of the Object, it is proper we 
ſhould know, from what Principle or Motive 
our bleſſed SAviouR undertook the above Of- 
fices, and the difficult Service laid up in them, 
And this was no other, than the Motion 
of his own free Good-will, He entered into 
the Whole of it voluntarily. Hence it is, that 
Holy Scripture ſo frequently reſolves the Com- 
plement of His Undertakings, and therefore eve- 
ry Thing that concerns our Salvation, into the 
Love, Grace, or Benevolence of CHRIST. Wit- 
neſs St. Paul's Teſtimony in the Caſe for him- 
ſelf, when he ſays, ſpeaking of the Son of Gop ; 
who LOVED me, and gave Himſelf for meb. 
And, as tho' that Deſcription were too faint 
and languid, he heightens it in another Place, 
by ſaying, The Grace of our LoRD was exceed- 
ing abundant ; meaning in his own Converſion, 
And not only ſo, but he appeals to all the 
Chriſtians at Corinth, as Witneſſes to the ſame 
Truth, in thoſe remarkable Words: Ye know 
the Grace of our Lord JesUs CHRIST ©, &c, 
And with this comports the Dexology of the 
whole Church, as it ſtands on Record in the 
Revelation: Unto Him that Lov tp us, andwaſh- 
ed us from our Sins in his own Blood%, 

HRE then, in order to let us ſee the tre 
Object of the preſent Act of Remembrance, we 
have to do, not only with the Perſon of CRIST 
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See Pl. Ac. p. 53, 54, and 168. Gal. ii. 20. 
© 2 Cor. viii. 9. Ch. i. 5. Thus the Plain Account, p. 168. 
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in his private Nature, as He, who thought it 
no Robbery to be equal with GoD*: but alſo 
with the Offices He bore, and the arduous Taſte 
He charged Himſelf with on our Account. 
Which led Him to empty Himſelf of His ori- 
ginal Glory; to take upon Him the Form uf @ 
| Servant, and to become obedient in all Things, 
even to the Death of the Croſs*, Nor do we 
ſtop here, I mean in the Contemplation of thoſe 
Matters only, which were neceffary to render 
Him a fit Inbabitant of Clay, and which befell 
Him, while He fabernacled among us below; 
but enlarging ourViews, we likewiſe include the 
whole Circle of His mediatorial Undertakings, 
as it comprehends the great Things, He is ſtill 
carrying on for us now He is in Heaven ; an 
Advocate at the FATHyzR's Right Hand: and 
alſo whatſoever he is farther engaged to exe- 
cute 10 complete the Salvation of the Church; 
adding, in the laſt Place, as a Circumſtance 
highly endearing, that Principle of divine Be- 
nevolence, from which he acted thro' the whole 
of this Affair: being under no Conſtraint, from 
firſt to laſt, from 0/7hout Himfelf ; but actin 
. freely and voluntarily, in clothing himſelf wit 
a Body; in going up and down ding Good ; in 
healing Diſeaſes, and working Miracles; in 
Prayer, and preaching in obeying, and ching: 
agreeably to his own Declarations, as referr'd 
to in the Margin. e 


ai ng, HA de et nc. 
Luke xit. 50. John x. 18. e 8 886 
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Bor if the Per/or, with whom we are con- 
cerned, as the O4ze&t of our Remembrance in the 
Celebration of the Supper, be thus divinely glo- 
rious in his own Nature; if bis Mediatorial 
Character be thus ſuperlatively excellent; if 
the As He performs in the Diſcharge of that 
Function, be fo extenſively beneficial; and, 
laſtly, if the Spring, from whence the Whole 
of this Proceſs takes its Riſe, be ſo extremely 
benevolent and gracious ; it naturally follows, 
that the Communicant cannot deal with ſuch 
an Object as this, and have a clear View of all 
the Endearments that ſurround Him; but he 
muſt be led to enquire, What are the Returns 
due to Him for this difficult and important 
Service ? 

HERE, therefore, the Author of the Plain 
Account lets us know the Qualiſications that are 
to attend the Commemoration of our Lok D in 
the Supper. For he contends, that CHRIST 
is not only to be remembered; meaning, that 
there is not only to be a bare Ræecollection of 
Him, as a Perſon who did exiſt, &c. which is 
the jfir/t and common Senſe of the Word Remem- 
ber: but that He is to have ſome Weigbt and 
Te with the Communicant; That he is 
to be impreſs d with His Character; and there- 
fore is to attend with the Seriouſneſs of a truly 
Chriſtten Mind; or with all thoſe Di/pg/tions 
which are proper to the Nature of the Solem- 


nity. Wherefore our next Buſineſs will be to 
give ſome Account 


63 114. Of 
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Of the proper DisrosITIONS, or 
AFFECTIONS, 


N judging of which, the preciſe Qualificati- 
ons inſiſted on by the Plain Account, will 
of infinite Service, For if they are to be 

Affections ſtrictly ſuited to the Nature of that 
Inſtitution, which is deſigned as a Memorial in 
honour to our bleſſed SAviouk*; it is very 

evident that, to anſwer this Character, they 
muſt be ſuch, as, beſides their being adapted to 
the Quality and Circumſtances of the Object to 
be remembered, may likewiſe correſpond with 
the Perfection and Variety of the Benefits deriv- 
ed from His Perſon and Undertakings. In fine, 
they muſt be ſuch, as comport with, and enter 
the Conſtitution of the Word Remember; and 
are founded in the very Nature of this Operati- 
on of the Mind. And therefore, being inſepa- 
rable from the Act 7t/eff, in its preciſe Appli- 
cation to ſuch an Object; muſt attend the Com- 
municant, more or leſi, in his Uſe of the Bread 
and Wine, if they be indeed received as a ſo- 
lemn Memorial of Cu RIS T. Nor fo only, but 
ſuffer me to aſk: Whether the whole Service 
ought not to be performed under this Influ- 
ence? 

Now it is in the Examination of this Part of 

the Subject, in Conjunction with the ObjeF, on 
which itterminates (for what is the Act with- 


P.. Acop. 38. and Propo/. xi. p. 58. 
| | out 
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out the Object?) that I ſhall have an Opportu- 
nity of looking more accurately into the Nature 
and End of the Sc RAMENT; and likewiſe of 
the Benefits, which are annexed to a religious 
U/e of this Rite. The Conſequence of which 
will be, that, by this Means alſo, I ſhall have 
it in my Power, to do Juſtice to the Plain Ac- 
count ; there being too much Reaſon to ſuſpect, 
that the Attacks upon it have been principally: 
made from one or other of theſe Points, if not 
from them both. The Reader will therefore 
indulge me the neceſſary Inlargement. 
Lux us ſee then, more particularly, what 

the Amount of theſe proper Diſpofitions may be. 
Wherefore I obſerve, 

FIRST, That one Qualification neceſſary in 
the Caſe is, that they be ſerious and affectio- 
nate, The former of theſe is a Character ex- 
preſsly mentioned by the Author of the Plain 
Account; and the latter J have ſubjoined, as a 
neceſſary Appendage. For if the Oh ject of my 
Reflections be of that Kind, as to merit an Atten- 
tion religiouſly ſericus; it will, doubtleſs, be ſuch 
alſo as to challenge a Degree of rea! Affection. 
Love will naturally riſe for that Object, which, 
in Conſequence of its being truly amiable in it- 
ſelf, I judge deſerving my cloſe/t and moſt de- 
liberate Thoughts. And that our SaviouR 
has a proper Demand of this Kind on His Fol- 

lowers, is from hence evident: That when we 
have beheld Him with the moft paſſionate Re- 
gard, we have only made a Return of Hzs own 
Love. For, if we love Him, it is, as St. Jahn 
1 C4 ſpeaks, 
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i ſpeaks, becauſe He firſt loved us:. This me- 
rits the cloſe Refletian, the mt ſerious Con- 

|. templation, becauſe no Reaſon can be aſſigned 

i for it, but the good Pleaſure of His Goodneſs, . 

| And if His Ihe is not only thus free, but has 

| engaged Him to undertake in our Favour; cer- 
| tainly, He has a reaſonable Claim to a chief 
| Place in our Hearts; to a Share in our warmeſt 

i Afeetions! But I add, 

by SECONDLY, That a profound Eſteem and 
high Veneration for CyR1sT, is another of thoſe 

Diſpoſitions, which very well become the pre- 
ſent Solemnity. Now this Paſſion neceſſarily 
ariſes from the Grandeur of our SAvIQUR's 
Perſon, or the Dignity of his Character, as the 
SON of Gop; humbling Himſelf to take a Bo- 
dy of the Virgin, that TH might have where- 
with, among other Deſigns, to > offer Himſelf a 

Sacrifice for our Sins*, What an exalted 
Eſteem muſt this give the Chriſtian for the Per- 
fon of our SAviouk ? What adoring Sentiments 
mult it kindle in his Breaſt, when partaking in 
the Supper ? 

- WHEREFORE Seriauſneſs, implying a gene- 
ral Temper of Mind ſuitable to the Occation ; 
but particularly Love and Yeneration, as the 
Reſult of our SAviour's Dignicy, on the one 
Hand, and His Compaſſion on the other; are 
Diſpofitions abſolutely requilite to a proper Cele- 
bration of the Supper, And to convince the 


=T John i iv. 19. N b Thel. i. 11. Heb. viii. 3. 
and x. 5. he | | 


Reader 
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Reader, that theſe are Ideas founded in the 


Scriptural Uſe of the Word; I need only turn 


him to a Paſſage or two. Of which- the firſt 
may be that of David the devout Pſalmiſt of V 


rael, where he makes it his Requeſt to the Al- 


mighty, that He would REMEMBER all the 
Offtrings, and accept the Burnt Sacrifice of His 
Church *. Where by remember, he means, 
that the Almighty would pay a gracinus Regard 
to their Services, and treat them in ſuch Sort, 
as might beſpeak His Approbation and Eſteem. 
The other Inſtance may be that of the Jeus at 


Babylon, where they imprecate the wort of 


Evils upon themſelves, if they did not behave 
towards Feruſalem in a Manner ſuited to her 
then captive State, ſaying ; JI forget thee, O 
Jerufalem, let my. Right Hand forget her Cun- 
ning. If I do not REMEMBER Thee, let 
Tongue cleave to the Roof of my Mouth», Mean- 
ing, if they did not think of her with every Af- 
fection, that her broken Circumſtances then 


challenged. For the Word Remember includes 


every Diſpoſition proper to the State of the Ob- 


ject on which it acts, whether preſperuus or 


adverſe *, And therefore among the reſt, thoſe 
now mentioned ; namely, Sentiments of Value 


and Eſteem, of Love and Veneration. And with 


this the Plain Account evidently concurs, when 


it fpeaks, in thoſe general Terms, of a Juitable, 
and worthy Frame of Mind. 


Pf. xx. 3, V Ibid. cxxxvi. 5, 6. © Heb. xili. 3, 7. 
P. 72, 74, &C. 
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Tuixpry, Admiration and Foy is another 
Branch of thoſe Afections which very well be- 
come the pious Communicant, Thus again, 
the Word is uſed by the Royal Prophet ; Re- 
member His marvellous Works that He hath done, 
His Wonders and the Fudgments of His Mouth *. 
He intends, that it was the Buſineſs of the 
Church to admire and extol them. That the 
Benefits themſelves ought to be the Object of 
their Joy, and that the Author of them ſhould 
be mentioned with Admiration and Praiſe. 

AND with reſpect to the Supper, it certain- 
ly preſents us with ſuch Materials, as are pro- 
perly qualified to excite a Diſpoſition of this 
Kind in the pious Communicant, For having 
the Memorials of CyRIsT in His Perſon and 
Sacrifice evidently before our Eyes, every thing 
that is wonderful in the Mediatorial Syſtem, 
opens upon us with the greateſt Advantage. 
So that, while thoſe Objects alone captivate our 
Thoughts, which are either moſt glorious in 
themſelves, or moſt beneficial in their Effects; 
it is no Wonder, we ſhould be all Admiration 
and Extaſy in the delightful Proſpect. Again, 

FouRTHLY, Gratitude and Thankfulneſs are 
other Ideas, which enter this Word Remember, 
as applicable to CyR1sT in the Supper, For 
which Reaſon the Communion is juſtly called the 
Euchariſt, or Office of Thankſgiving. Now a 
D:/pofition of this Kind naturally takes Place, 


whatever Part of our SAv1ouR's Character, or 


» z 1 Chron. xvi. 12, 


what- 
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whatever Branch of His Undertakings, preſents 
to Conſideration. For as He is Himſelf a 
Conſtitution of amazing Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and 
Power ; ſo His Undertakings are pregnant with 
every Thing relative to our preſent and everlaſt- 
ing Felicity. It is therefore impoſſible, that 
an Object fo circumſtanced ſhould come into 
View (and how ſhould it be otherwiſe with 
ſuch Memorials before us?) and not awaken in 
the true Chriſtian, all that is ingenuous and grate- 
ful. It is intirely on this Foot, that the Plain 
Account puts the Affair, whether we conſider 
the Love of GoD in the Gift of His Sox + "Of 
the various Benefits, that ariſe from His Obedi- 
ence and Paſſion b. 

AND that the Word has Zhis Signification, 
together with thoſe ſuggeſted above, is evident 
from that Paſſage: In Death there is no Re- 
membrance of Thee<. That is, there is 10 
grateful Recolleftion of Thy Favours : no mak- 
ing any thankful Returns tor them. In that Si- 
tuation we cannot celebrate thy Praiſe, nor 
propagate the Glories of thy Name to others, 
But then, 

LASTLY, Afiance or Truſt enter the Com- 
polition, and attend the Exerciſe of this AR, if 
rightly performed. The Reaſon of which is, 
that we cannot contemplate the Luſtre of our 
SAVIOUR's-Charafer, and the Extent of His 
1 as MrpiA ron; but we muſt 


4 OO 1 thts rats. IN I TE £ 3 . * 
SLES ER r MTS. 


2 Page 107, 112. dP. 105, 106, and 123. See alſo 
on the Word E 1 p. 185, Pf. v. 5. | 
believe, 


28 A Defence of ibe 


believe, that He is eyery way equal to the Ne- 

| ceflities of our Souls: and therefore, of courſe, 

1 repoſe the laſt Confidence in Him. We likewiſe 

meet with this Application of the Word in the 

Palms: Some truſt in Chariots, and ſome in 

Horſes ; but wwe will remember the Name of the 

Loxp our Gop *; meaning, that the Almighty 

alone ſhould be the Object of their Dependance, 

in Oppoſition to the uain Confidence, that others 

| in an Arm of Fleſh, Agreeably to which, 

i! Solomon ſays, The Name of the LoRD is a ftrong 

nl: . che Righteous runneth into it; and 15 
ae“. 

Tuxsx then are the Di/poſitions or Affections 

towards CHRIST, which are neceſſary to con- 

ſtitute our Remembrance of Him in the preſent 

Rite, a /erious*, and honeft*, a religious, and 

it thankful © Commemoration. And that it be ſuch, 

it} the Author of the Plain Account punctually re- 

I quires. But of this more fully in a ſuhſequent 


terminate more giredtly on the Chriſtian, or af- 
fe&t him more immediately. Such are thoſe of 
Humility and Self-abaſement*, from a Confci- 
quſneſs of perſonal Guilt, anda View of CHRIST 
as ſuffering for Sin; the greateſt Abborronce 
of every Inſtance of Iniquity, and the maſt pi- 
ous: Re/olutions in Favour of Virtue. He is a 
Trawgrefſor, and therefore he cannot but abbor 


 ®Pſ. xx. 7. b Prov. xviii. 10. © Prepof. xii, p.71. 
dp. 7375. : eP, 51. . Ezek. xxxvi. 31. | 


| 
1 1 0 
| ! Nor but there are other Di ſboſitians, which 


himſelf 
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himſelf, and repent in Duft and Aſhes *. Jr- 


sus is the Perfon, who was delivered for our 
w_ b, the Ju the Unjuſt. And 
ore Sin mult be the Averfion of his Soul“. 
He died 20 redeem us from all Iniquity, and to 
arify ts Himfelf a peculiar People, zealous | 
925 V orks © 7 8 Aherkts = not but 94 
ambitions of putting of the Old Man, which is 
corrupt; and putting on the New Man, which, 
after Gop, is created in Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs * Theſe are Sentiments, which v 
well become the Chriftian in his Attendance 
on the Table; and are ſuch, as may juſtly be 
admitted 'among the Number of thoſe, which 
are proper or ſuitable to the Occaſion * ; being, 
in Fact, included in the general Notation of the 
Word Remember, as it intends the Exerciſe of 
every Affection proper to the Circumſtances of 
its Object, 8 N 
Ir there be any Thing yet wanting neceſſary 
to complete this Branch of the Argument, it is 
only to obſerve: That, when theſe ſeveral A 


fections, ariſing from the Spring, and operat- 


ing in the Manner here mentioned, are put to- 
gether; it evidently proves, that a Remembrance 
thus qualified, is no other than an Act of divine 
Faith. Becauſe what the Communicants are 
now engaged in, is intirely in Obedience to 
ChRisT, as Lord and Law-giver in His 


Jeb xlii. 6. Rom. iv. 256, e Pet. iii, 18. 
Hoſea ziv.8. Tit. ii. 14. Eph. iv. 22, 24. 
& See Pl. Ac. Prop. xvii. p. 104, &c. 


Church. 
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Church. And is obſerved by them from a 
full Conviction, that our SAviouR has not on- 
ly Autbority ſufficient, to appoint this Inſtituti- 
on; but that He poſſeſſes the neceſſary Pulneſs *, 

to ſupport it with Honour to Himſelf and Ad- 


vantage to His Followers. And with this the 


Plain Account intirely agrees, when it tells us, 


That we cannot remember CuR1sT and His 


Love as Chriſtians, without Faith in Him b. 


And again, as was obſerved before, that Faith 


in CHRIST is the Ground of this Remem- 
brance ©. Agreeably with which, it is faid in 
another Place, ſpeaking of the Communicants, 


That, tbe Nature of the Thing [1, e. their eat- 
« ing Bread and drinking Wine in Memory of 


0 Carer] ſuppoſes them faithful [that is, Be- 
* fevers in JEsUs CHRIST] before they are 


" . Gr 4 of this Remembrance of * * 
« their Maſter 4,” 


An Objedion. 


F it be ſaid, that the Author of the Plain 
Account has not deſcended to this explicit 


Deſcription of the Perſon of the Mediator; nor 


given us a particular Detail of the ſeveral Aﬀec- 


tions, that are to be employed in the Celebra- 


tion of the Supper: — It is readily allowed. 


The Reaſon of which, 1 ſuppoſe, might be, 


4 Eph. iv. 13. Col. i. 19g. b age 107. P. 104. 
4 p. 148. See allo to the ſame Purport, p. 103. 
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his Deſign of Brevity. Not but there are a Va- 
riety of Characters in the Plain Account, that 
occur on both theſe Heads, 

PARTICULARLY, With reſpe&t to the 
Perſon of our LokD: there are not only the 
Inſtances above, where he calls Him the Son 
of Gop *; and the bleſſed Sox of Gopb: which, 
1 apprehend, may imply His Nature, as well 
as His Office : but in other Places, he ſpeaks of 
HI, as our Lard, and conſequently, Laws- 
giver ; as our Maſter and Head; as a Teacher 
ſent from God *; ; as the High- Prieſt of our Pro- 
feſſion ; as the Sacriſicer, 5 the Sacrifice it- 
ſelf*, 

So, with reſpe& to the Afections, that are 
to fill the Breaſt of the pious Communicant : It 
will appear, that He is neither oþ/cure, nor 
* ſparing on this Subject; not only from what has 
* been already quoted, but by his calling them ſo 
frequently proper Diſpoſitions, and Diſpoſitions 
worthy of, and canſiſtent with the Supper, And 
again, from his inſiſting on a proper Temper and 
) Deportment ; ſuch in particular as are worth 
| the true Chriſtian, and ſuitable to the good and 
8 ſerious End the Supper is deſigned for. So 
where he ſpeaks of the Nature of this Remem- 
brance, he terms it a ſerious, a ſincere, a re- 
ligious, and thankful Remembrance. Which are 
all ſo many Inſtances of theſe proper Diſpoſiti- 
ons, Again, he calls the Aon elf a reli. 


— 122, 13. P. 130. P. Ac. paſſim. 4 Ibid, 
10 * compared with P: 168. P. 54, 97. 
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ious and bey Rite; and a religious Duty : 
hings where Conſcience is concerned. And 


ſays, that it is to be done horeftly and with 


Cbriſtian Aﬀettions ; with a fincere, untainted, 
and honeſt Heart: and that we are to cat with 


a Chriſtian Frame of Mind. * 

Tuts, I think, is ſaying as much as can be 
deſired. Becauſe, in my Opinion, it is fay- 
ing in a few, comprehenſive Words, all that can 
be faid by the moſt difiſe Diſcourſe on the 
Subject. This Repreſentation, ſhort as it is, 
comprehends, at once, all the Afections, that 


can enter the Breaſt of a Chriſtian in the 


Diſcharge of one of the greateſt Inſtitutions of 
the New Teſtament Church. The Reaſon for 
which is, that it is neceſſary to ſuch a Frame 
of Mind, and the Exerciſe of ſuch Diſpoſitions, 
I meat thoſe charactetized by the Plain Ac- 
count; that the Communicant be particularly 
acquainted with the Dignity of the RæDREM- 
ER's Perſon; the Capacity He ſtands in; tbe 


glorwus Operations He has performed; and 
Vngular Benefits, which ariſe from the whole 


of His Utidertakings. Theſe, and theſe only, 
are the Particulars, that can give Riſe to, and 


regulate a Syſtem of ſuch pious Afections and 


Diſpoſiti ons. N how 

Bor if what has been laſt ſaid, as being 
Aſertions only, do not prove ſatisfactory; let 
the Reaſon of the Thing ſpeak for itſelf,” In 
which Caſe I would deſire the Objector to an- 


, See Propaſ. Xi xvi, p. 58, 92, and 94i 
ſwer 


cd 


ks bao uw 
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ſwer me the following Queſtions: Can I re- 
member a Perſon in this ſincere and devout Man- 
ner, without a particular Value for him, ari- 
ſing from my Acquaintance with his Conſtitu- 
tion and Character? I muſt have known him, 
otherwiſe I cannot remember him. And if he 
be a Perſon of no Weight or Dignity, where 1s 
the Reaſon for his challenging the Honour of a 


ſerious and deliberate Reflection? What is it that 


intitles him to this Remembrance, or makes him 
worthy of it, unleſs he ſhare ſome important Be- 
nefits, or ſtand in ſome peculiar endearing Rela- 
tions? Where is there Room for a religious 
Remembrance of him, if I have no Ground to 
ſuppoſe him intitled tomy Truſt and Dependance, 
my Adoration and Praiſe? Or how comes he 
to demand a thankful Remembrance from me, 
if, with the Suppoſition of his having Favours 
to diſpenſe, it has happened, however, that I 
never received any at his Hands*? Where is 
the Reaſon for my remembering him with Love, 


if, beſides his poſſeſſing the moſt amiable Qua- 


lities himſelf, he has not endeared himſelf to 
me, by ſome Inſtances of Favour or Goodneſs, 
already vouchſafed? Or what is the Plea, for 
remembering him with Efteem, Admiraticn, or 
Joy; if he be neither valuable in his oven Per- 
ſon, nor have any Thing valuable to commn:- 
cate? And ſo as to the reſt, carry the Re- 


monſtrance never ſo far. Is it not then abun- 


dantly plain, that all the different Ingredients 
Pl. Ac. p. 106. 


D | men- 
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mentioned above, are quite neceſſary to give 
Being to this Act of Remembrance, qualified in 
the Manner we are now ſpeaking of? And is 
1t not equally clear, that the Complement of theſe 
ſeveral Ingredients is actually provided for by the 
Deſcriptions we have on this Head in the Plain 
Account ? If this be not a Concluſion founded 
in the Nature of Things, I muſt own, I am ig- 
norant enough to want farther Information in 
the Premiſes. 
Bor it will, poſſibly, be ſaid on the preſent 
State of the Caſe, that, if the Act of Remem- 
brance neceſſary to the Celebration of the Sup- 
per, be of this large Extent ; if it include the 
Exerciſe of every Chriſtian Affection, or Grace : 
| beſides the Reaſons for this Temper and Con- 
duct, ariſing, partly, from the Perſon of CuRi1sT, 
and, partly, from His Operations; there may 
be alſo ſome 7ntereſting Benefits, attending the 
Uſe of the Inſtitution itſelf, which may give 
farther Occaſion to, and greatly juſtify, ſuch 
a ſerious and pious Recollection. Wherefore 
let the Subject of our next Inquiry be 


The BRNRTITS of the SUPPER. 


ND here the Author of the Plain 

Account very judiciouſly remarks, that 
no other Benefits are to be aſcribed to the Obſer- 
vation of this Rite, than thoſe aſſigned it by 
Cnr1sT Himſelf; or, at leaſt, by the Apoſtles, 
His beſt Commentators*. 


 ®Preface, p. 6, &c. and Propoſition xviii. p. 132, „ 8 
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Turs, however, being an Ordinance of the 
Chriſtian Church, and all its Ordinances being 
appointed to, and wiſely calculated for the Ad- 
vantage of thoſe, who attend them; muſt of 
Neceſſity involve in it the general Beneſit, de- 
ſigned to accompany the other, Ordinary Ser- 
vices of the Church; eſpecially, as many of 
thoſe Services ſtand connected with it, in our 
Manner of Celebration, Wherefore, as thoſe 
were appointed, more or leſs, for the perfeeting 
of the Saints, and the edifying the Body of 
CHRIST ; fill we all come in the Unity of the 
Faith, and of the Knowledge of the So N of Gor, 
ö unto a perfect Man, unto the Meaſure of the 
q Stature of the Fullneſs of CHRISTA: fo, doubt- 
leſs, as a Mean of Divine Appointment, and 
1 indulged a large Compaſs of Reflection; it has, 
| at leait, a common Influence with thoſe other In- 
8 ſtitutions. This Uſe ariſes from the general 
Reaſon of the Thing. And, being an Uſe 
founded in Holy Scri Pure, and inſeparable from 
the Nature of all Divine Inſtitutions ; is not 
only allowed, but expreſsly contended for by 
the Plain Account, Page 153, &c. And in 
all ſach Places, which ſpeak of it, as one Du- 
ty and one Mean b. N 
Tris, however, is at large — The far- 
ther Queſtion is, Whether, beſides What it 
| ſhares of this Kind, in a general Way, it has 
not allo particular Uſes of its own ; founded, 
i both in the Nature of the Thing, and 


. 


«Eph. iv. 12, 13. P. 147. 166, 180, Kc. 
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at the Knowledge of theſe i ferent Uſes or Be- 


Nature of the Ordinance itſelf ; as it is a Com- 


tively annexed to a due Celebration, naturally 
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the ſingular End, to which it was inſtituted by 
CHRIST. Uſes alſo, which for theſe Reaſons, * 
the Author of the Plain Account has either ex- 


_ prelsly afferted, or will think himſelf obliged 


to admit. Tho' we muſt not forget, that Zhe/e 
Benefits, be they what they will, for Number 
and Kind; are abſolutely founded on the Prin- 
ciples, and ariſe ſolely in the Manner, repre- 
ſented above*. And therefore, that to come 


nefits, we are always to remember the general 


munion, or Joint-partating, in that Rite; 
wherein to commemorate the Paſſion of our 
SAVIOUR, we eat Bread and drink Wine, as 
Symbols, or Memorials of His Body broken, and 
His Blood ſhed, for the Church. And in this 
View, we ſhall find the ſeveral Benefits reſpec- 


riſe in the following Order, namely, 

FIRST, Thoſe, which belong to, or derive 
from the Act ztſelf, agrecable to the Cha- 
racter given of it in the Plain Account, and 
the Confirmation it has received, from the 
Obſervations here made. 

SECONDLY, Thoſe Advantages, which ariſe 
from the Perſon of CyR1ST, as the Ohject 
to be remembered. And 

THrirDLY, Thoſe, which ſtand connected 
with the Ordinance itſelf, conſidered in the 
ſeveral different Lights here enumerated : 
That is to fay, 


a See page 11, 17. 


I. As 
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I. As a Communion, or Foint-partaking, 
II. As a MEMORIAL. 
III. As a Mean, 
IV. As a TokEN or PLEDGE, And 
V. Laſtly, as a SEAL. 
I am then, | 
Id the FirsT Place to conſider thoſe Bene- 
fits, attending the Supper, which ſtand in im- 
mediate Connection with the Act of Remem- 
brance itſelf; qualified according to the above 
Repreſentations from the Plain Account, com- 
pared with the Dictates of Holy Scripture. 

Hx Rx then we are led to Views and Conclu- 
ſions no leſs benefictal than theſe : That Religi- 
on in general is a Matter well founded; whether 
we regard the Nature and Reaſon of Things, or 


, a, ( * © „ ö * 9 b _ 
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(which is more eſpecially the preſent Cale) the { 
Evidence it receives from the Teſtimonies of is 
Scripture, Here we oblerve the happy Tem- | 
perature of Gravity and Eaſe, Serenity and 1 
Pleaſure; in a Conſiſtency with our Character, 1 
( as free and rational Agents : Religion being cal- 1 
p culated for the Perfection of our Nature, and 1 
f therefore for our Delight in this World, as well | 


as our eternal Bliſs in the next. It is alſo by 
this particular Act, as it unites us with, and, 
conſequently, leads us to contemplate the he 
Body of the Church; that we enter into the 
Extent and Compaſs of Religion, in its various 
grand Branches: as that, which does not con- 
ſiſt only in Acts of Devotion towards Gop; but 
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alſo includes Acts of Care and Purity to our- 
Jelves; and yet farther, Acts of Juſtice and 
Charity towards our Neighbour. So that, by 
this Means, we become more perfectly acquaint- 
ed, with the whole Circle of our Duty: which, 
as it tends greatly to inlarge, ſo likewiſe to en- 
noble the Mind. | 
Mon particularly, indeed, as this is an A, 
deſigned to commemorate every Thing relative 
to our bleſſed Saviour ; ſoit directly inculcates 
the Authority and ſuperior Excellence of the Reli- 
gion of JEsUs*: and therein our Obligations 
to the Divine Being, for that Syſtem of religious 
Truth, which has brought Lyfe and Immorta- 
ity mare fully to Light*, Here our Eviden- 
ces reſpecting Chriſtianity are confirmed; our 
Obedience to CHRIST inforced, and our Love 
of Virtue inflamed*, For as our SAVIOUR is 
the moſt perfect Model of Moral Rectitude, as 
well as the moſt complete Body of divine Know- 
ledge: we are obliged to conclude, that the 
Duty incumbent upon us, 1s to cultivate the 
Cbriſtian Character, both as to Temper and 
Pructiced. For, as it is a good Thing (to uſe 
St. Paul's Phraſe) that the Heart be eſtabliſhed 
doit Grace; by which he means De@rinal 
Truth: ſo is it likewiſe neceſſary, that our out- 
ward Deportment be adorned with the Fruits 
of Hojineſs. And, as a Means to this, the 
Doctrine and Example of CHRIST are ever to 


a Pl. Ac. Propoſition xvii. p. 104. Þ2 Tim. i. 10. P. Ac. 
ubi ſupra, bid. p. 130. 138, © Heb. xiii. 9. 
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be planted in View, both as our Incentive and 


Standard. And JI would fain know, what can 


be better adapted to theſe great Purpoſes than 
the preſent Inſtitution? As it is Jefigned to 


be a Memorial of Him, who lived and died, 


with this falutary View; that He might in- 


force the Obligations of univerſal Righteouſ- 


neſs on the Minds of His Followers. 
Tu vs it is that the Plain Account itſelf rea- 


ſons on this ſame Aci, when it ſays: That © our 


« eating and drinking in Remembrance of 
* CHRIST's Body and Blood, tend to procure 
et us this Cleanneſs and Waſhing, by being 
« done in Remembrance of that Maſter *, whoſe 
* Religion was deſigned, in the whole Tenor 
te of it, to engage us to cleanſe curſelves from 
66 all Filtbinej of the Fieſh and Spirit, by per- 
cc feeting Holineſs in the Fear of God,” 2 Cor. 
* 

SEE then the Benefits, which the Act ſelf, 
when properly qualified, brings along with it. 
Far from terminating in the bare 1dea of Vir- 
tue, it leads to the Neceſſity of its Practice. 
It points out the endearing Channel, thro' which 
every religious Obſervance deſcends to us: name- 
ly, the Command and Paſſion of our SAVIOUR ©, 


A 


2 Tt may not be amiſs to obſerve on this Place, for our gene- 
ral Inſtruction in what is to follow: That the ſame Method of 
reaſoning is equally applicable to the whole Subject, or to the 


ſeveral different Lights in which the Sacrament of the Supper 


is now to be conſidered : It having Claim only to theſe reſpect- 
ive Characters, as ALL 7s done in REMEMBRANCE of CHRIST. 
»P. 116, with 156: et paſſin. © PL. Ac. p. 149; 154. 
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And it faſtens the Impreſſion deep on the 
Heart, from the moſt prevalent Motive; even 
that Love, which was ſtronger than Death: 
farther improved by its Connection with the 
Love of the FATHER*. This then is the 
great Object of our Remembrance: this the In- 
fluence of the Af itſelf in its proper Direction. 
But having mentioned the Ohject, the next ge- 
neral Head, demonſtrating the Benefits attend- 
ant on the Supper, naturally preſents : name- 
* 15 

SECONDLY, Such Things as concern the 
Perſon and Capacity of CHRIST, as the Sub- 
ſtance of the preſent Shadows, or the Matters 
pointed out by the Bread and Vine on this 
Occaſion. 

Now the Reaſon, why Benefits of this Kind 
are properly intitled to a Place among thoſe, 
which attend the 4w9774y Celebration of the 
Supper, is this: becauſe as I deal with thoſe 
Things, which are Memorials of CHRIST and 
His Sufferings; io I muſt neceſſarily be ſup- 
poſed, to have a View of what CHR1sST is in 
His Perſcn and Undertakings ; as allo, of the 
Fruits or Benefits ; which ariſe from the One 
and the Other, Theſe Memorials are deſigned to 
be the Emblems or Repreſentations of CuRIST, 
and all His Benefits. To theſe Benefits there- 
fore, as purchaſed by CHRIST, I am, of Ne- 
ceffity, ingaged to look thro' theſe Memorials. 


Wee it not fo, it might be aſked ; What is 
» Pl. Ac. p. 107. 


it 
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it, that theſe po int to? Or, What is it, that 
I am call'd upon to remember by them? If they 
have no determinate Object, how do they ſerve 
the Purpoſe of Memorials? And, if this Ob- 
ject afford nothing worthy my Remembrance, 
why is it made my Duty to remember him? 


Or, why are theſe Memorials appointed to that 


End? The Whole of this, therefore, proves, 
That as CHRIST is the Perſon here to be re- 
membered; and as theſe are Memorials of 
CHRIST: fo that J am to deal with CHRIST, 
at large; that is, both in His Perſon and Un- 
dertakings., Whatever, conſequently, there is 
to be found in this Per/on, or is to be claimed 
by His Undertakings, adapted to my Circum- 


flances, and capable of adminiſtering to my 


Delight or Encouragement, in my Attendance 


at theLorp's 7. able; the Whole of it, be it 


never ſo extenſive, is my Property ; and what, 

as a Communicant, I am intitled to call up to my 
Uſe, while concerned with the preſent Memo- 
rials, This again, is the Connection the Plain 
Account makes, and the Way in which it ar- 
gues on the Subject; where it tells us: That 
the Bread and Wine, as outward and vifible 
DISHES, e call to Mind the Death of CHRIST, 

* and are Memorials of His Body and Blood, 

given and ſhed for our ſpiritual Advantage; 
and conſequently, Memorials of all the Be- 


nefits we are entitled to, by that Inſtance of 
* [divine] Grace or Mercy“. 


a Page 190, 
WHERE- 


42 A Defence of the 

WHEREFORE, the Reaſon of the Argument 
being clear, let us now ſee what is the Improve- 
ment. And we have, in general, expreſs'd it, 
by- the Benefits ar iling from the Perſon and Un- 
dertakings of CHRIST, In Conſequence of 
this 

I. The FirsT Thing that demands our Re- 
gard, is the Perſon of CuR1sT., But CHRIST 
(as we have ſhewn above) ſtands repreſented in 
Holy Scripture by a Variety of Characters. 
Thoſe, however, which are principal, are, His 
being called the Word and the Sox of Gon. 
I — before intimated, that, even in theſe 
molt imple Characters, chere may, poſſibly, be 
ſome eee relative to His Office. But, 
that allowed, I am nevertheleſs inclined to 
think, that they may alſo haye Reference to 
His private Nature. Such Accounts, however, 
there muſt be (and where to look for them but 
here, I confeſs, I know not) becauſe the Ex- 
i/tence of the Perſon is neceſſary to His Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Office, Where there is uo Per/on, there 
can be no Power. And as the Peron of 
CHnR1sT is one Thing, and His Office another, 
ſo ] apprehend, it may be neceſſary, to take 
a general View of His Perſon firſt; as it lays 
the Foundation of what concerns Him 1 in the 
Quality of Mediator. 

Bur if CHRIST be the Perſon ſuggeſted by 
theſe Characters; if He bg of this Antrquity in 
Exiſtence, as the WorDp in tbe Beginning, and 
ſtand in this near Relation to the Almighty, as 
to be His own So, His only begotten SON, EC. 
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te what, - ſays the Communicant, is my Uſe of 
te of this Doctrine? Where is the Advantage 
« that a Reflection of this Kind furmiſhes me 
« with? Surely, I may from hence infer His 
& Ability for the Mediatorial Character. The 
« FATHER, who is Gop only vie, would 
« never make an improper Choice : yet He has 
« choſen Him to this Serviced. His Choice, 
ce therefore ſatisfies me in the Propriety of the 
« Perſon, I cannot but conclude, that He is 
« every Way equal to the great Work, with 
« which He is charged by ALMIGUTY Gop. 
« What a Fund of Pleaſure does this aftord 
« me? With what Confidence do I repoſe 
« my eternal All in His Hands. This gives 
« me ſuch a View of the Redeemer, as I was 
« utterly a Stranger to before. Now He opens 
e upon me, as One all amiable ! all glorious ! 
« I ſee Him as that Perſon, who was Mighty 
in Himſelf (prior to Office) Mighty in His 
«* own private Nature; and therefore pro- 

&© per to be called to the Work of Salvation: 
% Nor ſo only, but made yet more Mighty, by 
that additional Help, which His great Conſti- 
« tuent is ſaid 70 have laid on Hime: ſuch 
% Help as includes the Exerciſe of wuntver/al 
« Power both in Heaven and in Earth*, Here 
therefore, I behold Him far greater than 
“Angels; far greater than Moles ; far great- 
* er than the Jewiſh High-Prieſt ; a Sacrifice 


f * greatly ſuperior to thoſe under the Law *. 


* Rom. xvi. 27. ÞIfai. xlii.1. ©PC. Iæxxix. 19. 9% Matth. 
Avi. 18. Eph. i. 22. Phil. ü 9, 10. PJ. Ac. p. 96. 
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« What is the Concluſion? I will not only 
& believe in Him, but /ove and obey Him, I 
am determined to be for JEsus, and to copy 


c 


La) 


all His imitable Perfections. This then is 
the Ohect of my Reflections in my Attend- 
e ance on the Supper, This do in Remem- 
cc brance of ME, ſaid CHRIST: Him there- 
« fore will I remember perſonally, as well as 
cc relatively. But this brings me to the next 
Head, which is 

II. TraAr the Conſideration of CHRIST in 
His Undertakings, as pointed out by the Memo- 
rials uſed in the Supper, furniſhes with farther 


Lal 


Matter of pious Reflection, and is therefore 


fruitfal of Benefit to the worthy Communicant, 
Here then we immediately conſider Him, as 
charged with the common Character of ME Dp1- 
ATOR. For the Execution of which (as was 
before obſerved) He is ſaid to be cloathed with 
the ſeveral Offices of Prophet, Prieft, and King. 


Theſe then are the Points, that come next un- 
der Obſervation. In the Diſcuſſion of which, 


we ſhall neceſſarily be led into a clear View of 


the principal Things, that make up our SAvi- 
ouR's Undertakings ; or that meet in what is 


generally called, His Obedience and Sufferings. 


Wherefore, 


1. In the Firſt Place, we are to conſider 
Him as our Prophet ; ſent by the FATHER to 
give us the cleareſt and fulleſt Revelation of the 


Divine Will in every Thing neceſſary to Fart» 
and Practice. What then are the Benefits, 
whieh reſult from CHRIST under this Charac- 


ter; 
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ter; I mean, as our Maſter or Teacher, ſo di- 
vinely furniſhed ? Is it not from hence that 
we are brought into the juſteſt Notions of the 
SUPREME BEING, the Mess1an and Our- 
ſelves? Whence are we made acquainted with 
the Extent and Spirituality of the divine Law, 
but from His Doctrine and Manners ? For 
what He taught He praiſed. In which there- 
fore we ſee His Obedience, Again, where do 
we read our Privileges and Duties, as Chri- 
ſtians; but in the Diſcourſes or Writings of 
thoſe immediately taught by Him ? 

Can we not then with Pleaſure reflect on the 
Revelation we have received at His Hands? As 
that, which bringeth good Tidings, that publiſh- 
eth Peace, that proclaimeth the acceptable Year 
of the Lox, that ſaith unto Zion, Thy GoD 
reigneth*, As that, which 1s profitable for 
Doctrine, for Reproef, fer Correction, for In- 
firufion in Righteouſneſs : that the Man of Gor 
{ Chri/tians in common, as well as Mzni/ters] 
may be perfect, through furmſhed to every good 
Wark» 

Hex is that divine Panopaly from whence 
we are ſupplied with every Weapon proper to our 
| ſpiritual Warfare. All that Artillery, which 
is neceſſary to fortify us againſt Sin, the Morid 
and the Devil. Here are thoſe Treaſures of 
divine Wiſdom and Grace. which are every way 
adapted to all the great Purpoſes of Liſe and 
Godlinefs : : upon all Accounts ſuited to the 


S 
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Health and Nouriſhmi#nt of our Souls. For 
with CHRIST, as St. Peter ſaith, and with Him 
only, are the Words of eternal Life * Whether 
we regard the Principle, the Progreſs, or Per- 


fection of the New Creature. His are the 


Words equally powerful for converting the Soul 
at firſt, and caring it afterwards in every diſeaſ- 
ed State: Words ſo generally uſeful, as to heal 


the broken-hearted; to comfort the Diſconſolate; 


to reclaim the Back-fzder, and invigorate in 
the Ways of Holineſs : the Iſſue of which is a 


future Immortality in the heavenly Kingdom. 


Svcn then is CHRIST, as our Prophet ; 


and fuch the Uſes, the Memorials in the Supper 


direct us to make of Him, And to his Cha- 
rafter, and therefore to theſe Uſes, the Plain 


Account frequently accords ; not only by giv- 
ing Him the Preference to Mo/es, but by calling 
Him © a Teacher of the pureſt Religion in the 
« World b.“ And again farther, by allowing 


His Doctrine all the Advantages both of Food 


and Phyjic*, Hence likewiſe, agreeable to our 


SAviouR's own Explication of the Terms, it 


acquaints us: That 70 eat the Fleſh, and to drink 


the Blood of the Son of GoD, is to be under- 


ſtood of believing in Hime. And adds, that 


awe may then be ſaid, to feed upon the Body and 
Blood of Cy R1sT, when we eat Bread and 
drink Wine, © believing and receiving Chri/t 
« and His Doctrine f. In all which is obſerv- 


* John vi. 68. b P. 181. P. 163. John vi. 35, &e. 
P. 102, 111, 147. P. 129. 


able 
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able, that Faith is ſtill laid at the Bottom®. 
Once more, 

2. SECONDLY, CHRIST is likewiſe to be 
conſidered as a Prigſt. Upon which Head the 
Plain Account is very expreſs; calling HIM our 
Higb-Prieſt, and ſpeaking of Him as the Sa- 
erifice and Sacriſicer; and obſerving that the 


Elements are Memorials of His Death, and call 


to our Remembrance the Cro/5, on which He 
ſuffered d. But, as was argued above, if we are 
allowed to deal with the Emblems or Repreſen- 
tations, we are, doubtleſs, allowed to deal with 
the Things themſelves. To what other End 
were the Figures appointed? It follows, of 
Conſequence, therefore, if we uſe them aright, 

that we cannot but look upon CHRIST, as evi- 
dently fet forth crucified before us: and, by 
Parity of Reaſon, cannot but reflect on the va- 
rious Benefits that reſult from His Paſjior, 


But to be more particular : 


1. THE preſent Office of Cugr1sT, as our 
PRIEST, divides into two Parts; of which the 


former preſents us with a View of our Saviour 


in His Oblation, or that Part of His Work, 
wherein He effered Himſelf to Death for us. 
And here the Plain Account is hkewife very 
particular, not only by ſpeaking of His Death 


as a Sacrifice®, and telling us, that the Supper 


is „ made to conſiſt in eating and drinking 
cc Bread and Mine in Remembrance of that 


2 See above, p. 30. Page 54, and gs, <Ibid. p. 50. 
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« Offering once made by Chriſt * :” But alſo, 
by letting us know, that His Death more 
e than anſwered all the beneficial Purpoſes of 
« any of the legal Sacrifices *.” To the ſame 
Purport it ſpeaks of CHRIST's Body broken, 
and His Blood ſhed for use; that is, for our 
Benefit * : for the Good of His Followers e: 
For the Good of Mankind . And again, of the 
Benefits that the Death of CyR1sT has procur- 


eds: and of the Benefits purchaſed by His 
Death. 


Ir the Particulars in this Caſe be enquired 
after, they may very eaſily be collected from 
that general Account, where the Author gives 
them [h. e. the Death and Suffering of our 
Lok p] the Preference to all the legal Sacrifices, 
For, it is well known, that they were avail- 
able to expiate Guilt, to avert temporal Puniſh 
ment; to render the Majeſty of Heaven propiti- 
ous, and the like. This, however, only in a 
ceremonial and typical Way; but CHRIST's 
really and fully. Hence therefore, the Plain 
Account directly aſſerts, that the Euchari/t is 
celebrated in Honour of a greater Deliverance 
than what the Paſchal Supper was meant to 
commemorate* : meaning, without Doubt, a 
ſpiritual Deli verance x. And, that we might 
be at no Loſs in what particular Branch of 
this Deliverance, which is moſ# comprehenſive 


2 Pape 50. v P. 97 compared with p. 1 
e. F. 30. f. . f. 127 . 150 und 152. 
I P. 51. * Thus explained, p. 171. | 
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and fundamental; our Author in another Place, 

attributes Remiſſion of Sin to the Blood of 
CHRIST, as the Blood of the New Covenant, 

on true Repentance and Amendment *, But it the 
Blood of CHRIST be an Afurarice to all true 
Chriſtians of the preſent Remiſſiun of Sins, I 
cannot ſee, but, upon the ſame Principle, it will 
equally a//ure us of the Divine Favour in this 
Life, and a Deliverance from Wrath to come 
in the next, And that this is a Benefit annexed 
to the due Celebration of the Supper [I mean 
a View of Remiſſion] is clear from hence [the 
ſtanding Principle of Reaſon before agreed to] 
That we are here intimately engaged with thoſe 
Things, which are the Memorials of HI, in 
wwhom we have Redemption thro' His Blood, even 
the Forgiveneſs of Sins, But. this for the for- 
mer Part of CuRIST's Prieſtiy Office. 

2. LET us now ſee, what the Caſe is with 
the other Branch of it, namely, His Interce/- 
fron, Now we know, that having offered Him- 
ſelf a Sacrifice upon the Cra for us, He is en- 
tered into the Holy Place, the Heavenly Sanctu- 

ary, not by the Blood of Goats and Calves, but by 
His own Blood, there to appear in the Preſence 
of the divine Majeſty, as our glorious Interce/- 
ſor or Advecate®, And what a comfortable View 
does this bring with it to the pious Communi- 
cant; remembering only that one Promiſe, 


. Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſs*? Nothing 


CP A. p. 21; bCol.4. 14. 
* John xiv. 19 compared with Heb. vii. 25. 


E therefore, 


c Heb. xi, 12, and 24. 
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therefore, that bears any Relation to our Intereſt, 
whether for Time or Eternity, but what our 
SAVIOUR is pleaſed to charge Himſelf with, 
and takes Care to manage to the Advantage of 
His Followers. There He is, for Example, to 
confront Satan, that Accuſer of the Brethren * ; 
to fee that proper Communications be made, as 
the daily Neceſſities of His People return“; and 
to intercede for the actual Application of all 
thoſe Benefits, which He has procured by His 
Death, whether they concern Grace here, or 
Glory hereafter*, It muſt be own'd, indeed, 
that the Compariſon is much 7 familiar, 
otherwiſe I ſhould be tempted to aſk : What 
is the Pleaſure that a Client takes in his having 
an able, experienced Counſel? With what Se— 
curity and Confidence does he repoſe his tempo- 
ral Concerns with him? Juſt the ſame (tho 
infinitely more raio' d) is the Caſe with the Chri- 
ſtian, reſpecting the Advocacy of Jesus, Here 
even a general View of His Character opens a 
Scene of amazing Delight : while his Reflecti- 
ons turn on that Tenderne/s and Compaſſion, 
which are ſo eminent in our bleſſed SA viouR ; 
and beſpeak Him, at once, a merciful and 
Faithful High-Prieſt in Things periaining 0 : 
Gop, to make Reconciliation for the Sins of the £ 
People“. He remembers that He was in all | 
Points tempted as wwe are, yet without Sin“. 


* r ” S? 1 0 1 N 2 9 * R 


Rev. x11, 10. b ſohn i. 16. See, particularly, as to the > 
Benefits of the Spirit, Pl. Account, p. 160. © John xvii. 11, 4 
15, 20, 24 Heb. vii. 25 d Thid, 11. 17. © Ibid. iv. 15. 8 
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And that having Himſelf ſuffered, being tempt- 
ed, He is alſo able to ſuccour them that are tempt- 
ed*, And particularly, with Regard to back- 


ſliding, St. John introduces this Character, as 
an Argument big with Conſolation: F any 


Man ſin, ſays he, we have an Advocate with 
the FATHER, Jusvs CUHR1ST be righteous b. 


Where then is the Advantage? That it prevents 


Deſpair, on the one hand; and, on the other, 
encourages us to hope, that the Sinner may be 
reclaimed. For as much as IEsus is exalted at 
the FATHER's Right Hand, with this gracious 
View, to give Repentance to Iſrael, and Forgive- 
neſs of Sinse: to recover the Backſider. and 
ſtrengthen him for the future Practice of Vir- 
tue; thus keeping him by His mighty Power 
through Faith unto Salvation“. 

As to the Doctrine of the Plain Account on 
this Branch of the Subject; it not only allows 
the Effects we are now attributing to CHRIS 
under the preſent Character, by ſaying, < that 
« He is, to His Diſciples, of far greater In- 

& portance, in all Reſpects, han the Jewiſh 
« High-Prieſt was fo the Jews ;”” (therefore in 
the Buſineſs of Interceſſion, as well as that of ſacri- 
ficing;) but alſo, by placing our fin! Acceptance 
with Gop to our Sa viouk's Account; acknow- 
ledging it is through HIM: provided only, 


that there be the proper Fruits of Faith and 


Repentance, viſible in a Series of mora! Virtue e. 


2 Heb. i. 18. b john ii. 1. Ads v. 31. 
41 Pet. i. . Pl. Ac. p. 180. 
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aſſure us, that there can be no Acceptance. For 


52 A Defence of the 
And where thoſe are not, the Divine Oracles 


without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the LoRD®, 
Not to obſerve, that it 1s panel from the 
firſt Netions of all Religion, that it can diſpenſe 
with Virtue, and tolerate Licentiouſneſs. yok [ 
go on by aſking 

3. THIRDLY, Whoſe Inſtitution is this that 
we attend ? Or, what Authority is it, that ex- 
acts our Obedience in this Particular e 
Anſwer is, Cur1sT's, and His only. Here 
then theCommunicant immediately beholdsHim, 
as taking upon Him the regal Character. This 
tells him, that He is Gop's King. And that 
He has ſet Him on His holy Hill of Zion, with 
this peculiar Defign, that He might preſide | in 
the World and in the Church : having therefore 
ordered Him the dozb/e Honour of being King 
of Saints and King of Nations e. And what 
are the Sentiments which inſpire the Communi- 
cant, where he ſees Ixsus riſing to View as his 
Lob and Sovereign? Here are both his Pri- 
vilege and Duty. It is his Glory that he is the 
Subject of ſuch a Potentate: It is his Duty to 
be punctual in ſubmitting to his Juriſdict ion. 
The Government is upon His Shoulder “. And 
therefore as to ſecular Matters, all ſhall be over- 
ruled to General Advantage. And for the 
Church: tho' it ſuffer for a Seaſon, Chriſtianity 
muſt prevail in the End. He acquaints him- 
ſelf with His Laws, and finds the Command- 


2 Heb. xii. 14. > Pſ. ii. 6. _ © bid. compared with 
Eph. i. 21, 22. and Heb. i. 8. © Ifai. ix. 6, 


ment, 
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ment, as David ſpeaks, to be exceeding broad® ; 
giving all the Liberty He deſires to take. He 
reſigns His Neck to the Noe; but, ſurely, the 
gentleſt, and eaſieſt in the World! For, who 
would not be charmed with that Government, 
which is equally calculated for the Glory of the 
Prince, and the Happineſs of the Subject? Who 
would not find Pleaſure in that Obedience, which, 
beſides being the frucſt Freedom, is alfo the 
prime Dignity of the human Nature? What 
then are we, without /ach a King? Whom 
elſe have we to lead us forth againſt our ſpiri- 
tual Adverfaries, and to bring us back more 
than Conquerors *? Whom have we elſe to 


ſupport us under Di 


faculties ; to deliver us from 


Temptations, to ſanctify all Providences, and to 


carry on the great and good Fork in our Souls? 
ALL is lodged in the Hands of CHRIST. 


Fos the Plain Account, if it be aſked, How 


does that bear Witneſs to the preſent Character, 
the Kingly Office of our Saviour? It is ac- 
knowledged over and over again, by all thoſe 
Places, where we are informed, that the Sacra- 
ment of the Suppen is of CuHRIST's Inſtitution. 
And that, becauſe He has appointed it, it is 
therefore our Duty to be ſtrict in its Obſer- 
vance, For what is this, but to give Him the 


full Authority of Lord and Law-giver in His 
Church ©? 


a Pſ. cxix. 96. b Rom. viii 37. 


© fee Prepoſettar 
i. and ii. p. 2, 3. and p. 14, 28, 78, &:. 
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 WHEREFORE to bring Matters to a Period. 
Making an Eſtimate in the preſent Queſtion, 
by this 7bree-fold Office, with which our SA- 
VIOUR 1s Charged ; we at once enter into the 
Extent of His Undertakings, and conſequently 
into the Total of our own Salvation. For here 
(it is, indeed, little more than a Repetition, 
but the Argument is too much in our Favour 
to diſpleaſe; here) we ſee ample Proviſion made 
for us under every Circumſtance, temporal and 


ſpiritual : all the neceſſary Steps taken to recover 
us from Sin, and ſtrengthen us for Virtue; to 


ſubdue our Enemies and perfect our Graces. 
And all this the Plain Account profeſſedly puts 
on the /ame 1ſue, and openly refers to the ſame 


grand Cauſe ; by making every Bleſſing deſcend 


to us, both in Nature and Grace, © THROUGH 
% Teſus Chriſt, our bleſſed Lord and Saviour*.” 
For when thoſe Words are uſed, I ſuppoſe, 
they are deſigned to intimate our being Debtors 
to His Advocacy as well as Death; to His Domi- 
nion, as well as Doctrine. | Tho' His Doctrine 
indeed, is a Subject of univerſal Extent, and 
beſpeaks the Redeemer in His full Capacity; in 
the Variety of His Characters.] And were not 
thoſe Terms Frog HIM, deſign'd to be un- 
derſtood in this general Senſe ; I imagine, the 
Plain Account would never ſpeak either of be- 
ing accepted through CuRIST in our ſincere O- 
bedience, while here®; nor, as we before ob- 


ſerved, of our gaining Admitſion through Him, 


Pag. 1256. b P. 126. 


to 
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to eternal Glory hereafter. It would, ſurely, 
never direct us # implore Pardon and intreat 
Favour with Gop in His Name: much leſs 
would it affirm, that we are entitled to the Bleſ 
ing and Mercy of Gor, in their full Extent, 
through JesUs CHRIST. 

Ir being therefore neceſſary, for all the a- 
bove Purpoſes, that theſe ſeveral Oyices of our 
LoRD be admitted; and the Plain Account, 
by the Proofs now adduced, having admitted 
them: It follows, that all the Operations or 
Works dependent on them, have likewiſe their 
Place; and, of Conſequence, the various Beneſils, 
that ariſe from them ſcverally. And farther, 
that all of them ſtand evidently pointed out to 
us, and are therefore the Object of our Remem- 
brance in the Supper. Becauſe the Elements 
here uſed are the Memorials of Him, who is our 
Prophet, our Prieſt, and our King. But I ad- 
vance in the Argument, being now to enter 
on the next general Head : namely, 

THIRDLY, the Advantages, which ariſe to 
the 2wortby Communicant from the 1n/t:t::t7072 
zfelf,, as it preſents to Conſideration in ſeveral 
diſtinguiſhing Views. For Inſtance, 

I. FIRST, when we keep to the preciſe 
Meaning of the Word CoMMuNioN, as ex- 
preſſive of a Joint, or Social- Partaking. The 
former ¶ Communion] is the Seriptural Term 
made uſe of on this Occaſion ; and the latter 
[2 Toin?-partaking] is the Senſe in which it ought 


E 4. | to 
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to be underſtood : as, I cannot but think the 
Plain Account fully demonſtrates. We there- 
fore conſider the Word in this preciſe Accepta- 
tion, and therefore obſerve, 

1. Id the fr} Place, that it neceſſarily ſug- 
geſts Society, together with the Benefits ariſing 
from Society agreeable to the Nature or Kind of 
it *, Wherefore this being a Society of Chriſti- 
ans, they are conſequently ſuppoſed to have 
Fellowſhip among themſelves as Perſons of that 
Charatter, To what Purpoſe then is this Fel- 
kwſhip ? In general, the Good of the Body. 
This is the End of all civil Combinations among 
Men. Wheretore as natural Society is deſign- 
ed to promote natural Intereſt; fo this Fellow- | 
ip of Chriſtians among themſelves, has a | 
Tendency ſuited to its own Nature. Here there- 
fore the pious Communicant, in the Midſt of 
the great Congregation ®, lifts up his Head and 
looks round him: © And are we all Bre- 
ce thren?” ſays he to himſelf. *©* Do we. all 
© belong to the ſame Family? Are we all 
t united in the ſame fpiritual Relation? Have 
« we all one common, prevailing Intereſt at 
« Heart, the Advancement of that Religion, 
ce which is pure and wrdefiied ? Are we all 
% ſeeking the ſame City; a City whieh has 
& Foundations , even the heavenly Feruſa- 

% em? Do we herein commune as Perſons un- 
der the moſt ſolemn Engagements to pro- 


PI. Ac. p. 104, and ioß. b Pf, xxxv. 18. 
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i. 27. » 4 Heb, xi, 10, 16, 
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mote the true Happineſs of the whole Body? 


And therein, at the ſame Time, the /þ:ri- 
tual, and (what if I ſhould alſo add) the 
civil Welfare of every individual Member? 
And can any Thing ſo unworthy, fo infignifi- 
cant as myſelf, draw on me the Altention 
and Love, the Prayers and Struggles of fo 
large and fo conſiderable a Community ? 
Will each of them, ſhould my unhappy 
Circumſtances make it neceſſary, be ready 
to reclaim me when Wandering ; to raiſe me 
when fallen; and to rejoice over me when 
eftabliſhed? What then are the Demands, 
they have reſpectively upon myſelf? What 
are the Returns in his Power, who is lea 
among the Thouſands of Jae? Shall 1 


ſow Diſcord among Brethren*? Shall I be 


a Tale-bearer among my People ©? Shall I ex- 
poſe their Infirmittes, and ſport with their 
Maictions? Gop forbid, On the contrary, 
as much as in me lieth, will I make it the 
Buſineſs of my Life, to watch over them, 
and ſympathiſe with them * I will ſtudy 
their Peace, and pray for their Profperity, 
Nothing, that becomes the Man or the Chri- 


tian, the Friend or the Brother, but ſhall 


be called up to their Aſſiſtance, and be em- 
ployed in their Service.“ See then the ſu- 


ferlative Good, that reſults from this Commu- 


nion, when the Duties included in it are fully 


* Pl. Ac. 175. Ce. b Prov. vi. © Levit. xix. 16. 


1 Cor. xii. 25, 26. Pl. Ac. p. 112, & alibi, 
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and punctally performed. My Gop ! were that 
State attainable in the preſent Sphere of Action, 
it would be a Paradiſe indeed; none other but the 
Houſe of God, and the Gate of Heaven. Nay, 
Heaven itſelf would excel only in Degree, and 
by no Means in Kind. Hence it is that the Plain 
Account ſpeaks of this Matter in the mo/? elevat- 
ed and moſt enlivening Strains, where it ſays, 
« And thisis a Communion which the moſt per- 
cc fect Chriſtian here below ought to be as 
* proud of, as of ſinging the Song of Seraphs ; 
e and what, I will preſume to ſay, will do 
«© more than that, towards fitting and perfecting 
ce his Soul for the Happineſs of a Future State. 
« And, (what 1s {till more to the preſent Pur- 
te pole) it is that Communion, and Sympathy, 
© which his Mind ought to be particularly di- 
e rected to, in his Attendance upon this Holy 
“ Lſtitutionb. Again, 

2. SECONDLY, Is it a Toint-partaking of 
Chriſtians, as ſuch; Perſons of that preciſe Cha- 
racter? The Conſequence then is, that it be- 
ſpeaks their Relation to, or Union with CHRIST 
(For if they have not Intereſt in His Spirit, 1 
ſee not what Pretenſions they have to His 
Name.) Here then the Queſtions will be, 
What is this Relation? And, what are the Be— 
ncjits reſulting from it? The general Anſwer 
to which is: That the Relation itſelf being ſpi- 
riiudl, iis Benefits are conſequently of that Sort. 


8 © Rom, 


Chri- 


a Gen. xxvili. 17. „ veg. 1925 
viii. 9. 
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Chriſtians are Members of CyR1sT : Nay, to 
intimate, if poſſible, a cloſer Union, they are 
ſaid to be one Spirit with CHRIST: Becauſe 
the Spirit, that animates the whole Body, Head 
and Members, is one and the fame. What 


then is the Conſequence? Nothing leſs than 


that, as in the natural Body, all the Parts are 
ſupplied with proper Nutriment from the Head, 
and ſhare in the Glory, that attends it: fo, the 
whole Body of Chriſtians being united to 
CuR15T, and having Fellowſhip with Him 
as their Head; not only partake in the Luſtre 
of His Character, being His Ch:/dren, His 
Church, His Members, &c. but alſo receive 
every Thing neceſſary to the Support and 
Growth of divine Life. Hence it comes to 
paſs, that this Participation in the Supper, if 
accompanied with the neceſſary Qualifications, 
is, in Fact, the receiving of the Fulneſ of 
CuRIsT; not only as we are His Members, 
and therefore cannot but ſhare with the Head; 
but alſo, as the Elements are Memorials of Him, 


in whom it hath pleaſed the Father that all Ful- 


neſs ſhould dwell >, A Communion in all, that 
CuRIST has to beſtow as a SAv1ouR, and that 
we ſtand in need of as Sinners; which, by in- 
cluding all the Fruits of His Paſſion, makes i: 
again, what the Text calls it, the New Teſta- 
ment in His Blood*, Becauſe there is nothing 
that either the New Covenant contains, or the 


2 1 Cor. vi. 17. Col. i. 19. © Luke xxli. 20. and 
I Cor. xi. 25, See PI. Mc. p. 20, 21. 
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New Teſtament reveals, as Matter of Benefit ; 

but what ſtands diſplay'd i in the Memorials of 
His Blood, here prepared for our Uſe. Or, to 
bring it nearer the preſent Argument, all the 
Benefits, that CyRIsT has to communicate as 
Head of the Church, and that belong to Chr:- 
ſtians, as Members of His Body; muſt be the 
Reſult, and inſeparable Conſoquence of this 
Communion, or TFoint-partaking : becauſe it is 
a Partaking as Chriſtians, and, as ſuch a Par- 
taking with CHRIST ; unleſs we can ſeparate 
the Head and Members r a proper F ellowſhip 
with Him, as it is a Foint-partaking in thoſe 
Memorials which direct us to the Contents of 
that Fellowſhip ; and therefore call to our Re- 
membrance all the Proviſions of divine Grace 


neceſſary to Godlineſs here, and Glory here- 


after, ' 

Now with Reſpect to the Plain Account, 
nothing can more fully concur with this Doc- 
trine; whether we regard the Relation itſelt, 
or the Benefits which attend it. For the former 
of theſe, it not only agrees to the Thing in gene- 
ral; I mean, that there is this Relation or Unto 
ſubſiſting between CHRIST and the Church : 
that He is the Head, and that they are the 
Members: [For beſides that it is the intire Sub- 
ject of the eleventh Propoſition ; it occurs in ſe- 
veral other Places, thro' the whole Treatiſe“: 


I fay, it not only agrees to the Thing 2tſel} ;) 


a Pl. Ac. Propoſ xi. p. 58, and 104. vp. 


28. 29 
10 33s. I's 
124, Ig1, et alibi. 


but 
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Plain Account, Sc. 6 
but it alſo puts this Relation on the ſame Prin- 
ciple we are here contending for; a Principle 
founded on the Authority of Holy Scripture, as 
well as neceſſary from the Nature of the Thing; 
namely, that of Intereſt in the Spirit of 
CHRIST. To this Purpoſe it tells us, that we 
may be ſaid © to dwell in Chriſt and He in us; 
te to be one with Chriſt, and Chrift with us:“ 
or that CyRIsT and we may be conſidered as 
being in perfect Friendſhip and Union toge- 
ce ther;” as © we partake of the good Spirit 
« of His Gel; and He receives us, and does 
ce all good Offices to us.“ It is then obſerv- 
able, that a Participation in the Spirit of 
CHRIST is here allowed, Upon which the 

ueſtions, that naturally occur, are: Where 
is the Perſon, who will either object to This Re- 
lation, or attempt to defcribe one more inti- 


mate? As to what concerns the Benefits de- 


pendent on this near Union, the other Thing 
mentioned above, we may, in Part, inform 


ourſelves from thoſe Words, which tell us, that 
this Remembrance [of CRISTHIJ] by partaking 


«© of Bread and Wine as Memorials of His Bo- 
« dy and Blood, is itſelf a profeſſed Communron 
« or Fellowſhip with Him, as our Head.“ 
But if with HIM, then alſo with His Benefits, 
Becauſe it is rheſe which endear the Relation, 
and by making it valuable in itfelf, make it al- 
ſo worthy our Remembrance. Again, the fame 


Conclaſion ariſes from that other parallel Declara- 


arg. in. '. ie. 18. 
tion 
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tion, which ſays, .*© This Rite peculiarly im- 
« plics in it our Union and Fellowſhip with 
ce Cbriſt conſidered as Head of his Body, the 
« Churcha,” But, as has been juſt ſaid, if it 
imply our Fellowſhip with CHRIST, as Head 
of the Church ; then alſo with all the Benefits, 
that belong to Him in that Capacity: as Yruly 
and fully as our partaking together, in quality 
of Joint- Members of the ſame Chriſtian Soctety, 
implies our having Right to, and Intereſt in, all 
the Advantages, that may by any Means ariſe 
from ſuch Society. But the former is allowed b, 
therefore the latter. Not but it would be ſome- 
thing out of the common Way of reaſoning, to 
magnify the Advantages, which Chriſtians re- 
ceive from one another, as Members of one and 
the ſame ſpiritual Body ; and yet exclude them 
equal, tho' I might fay ſuperior Advantages 
from the Head: And that too, when a Capaci- 
ty for thoſe Services, which the Members may 
render each other reſpectively, cannot but de- 
pend upon prior Communications immediately 
derived from Chriſt, as their Head. This, how- 
ever looks as tho' we were wholly left to bare 
Deduction in the Caſe. Far from it. The 
Plain Account makes no Difficulty of coming 
into the Aſertion, and therefore expreſsly de- 
clares: that this Remembrance ſuppoſes a Be- 
lief in Him; and conſequently implies in it 
N Acknowledgment of our Being — Mem- 


bers of that Body of which He is the Head: 


„Ain 173+ . 15. 


« and 
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« and, as ſuch, obliged to all the Duties, and 
« entituled — to all the Bleſſings, of ſuch a 
« Relation *,” Here then our Remembrance of 
theſe Ble unge, and avowing them as our own, 

is, in Effect, a Communion with them, or a 
Joint. partaking i in them. Once more, 

. -THIRDLY, If this be a Joint. partabing 
of Chriſtians, as ſuch, both among themſelves, 
and with CHRIST as their Maſter and Head: 
it obliges us to extend our Views of their „i- 
ritual Relation (as it preſents in the religious Ob- 
ſervance of this Inſtitution) to the Perſon of the 
divine Being, or FATHER, This, I apprehend 
is barely a Conſequence of the Union acknow- 
ledged above. For as certainly as Chriſtians are 
related to CHRIST, as their Head; ſo certain- 
ly are they related to the FATHER, as the Head 
of CHRIisT®, The Connection is inſeparable : 
the Chain not to be broken. CHRIST and the 
Church make but oe Body : He, as the Head, 
they as the Members, If the Head therefore 
ſtand in immediate Relation to the FaTHER, 
conſequently the Body alſo by Virtue of its Uni- 
on with the Head. By this Means then, as in 
the common Inſtitutions of the Chriſtian Church, 
we are ſaid to have our Fellowſhip with the Fa- 
TEHER, and with His Son JESUS CHRIST ©: 
ſo, doubtleſs, muſt it be here, in its Degree. 
| Becauſe our Relation to CHRIST, and His to 
the FATHER admitted; the Members unavoid- 
ably partake with the Head. 


Pag. 58, 59. by Cor. xt 3. *1 Jada i. . 
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64. A Defence of the 
AGREEABLE With this, the Plain Account 
ſpeaks of Faith in Gop, as well as Faith in 
CHRIST .. Which Faith, as it is of the Ope- 
ration of Gop b, conſequently directs up to its 
Author, And this is the Uſe to which the 
Plain Account evidently applies it, both in the 
Addreſſes, which the Communicant is either 
here deſcribed as making to the divine Majeſty ; 
or is ſuppoſed to be bound to make, for a va- 
riety of Favours : and alſo by acknowledging 
that the divine Being is intitled, as well to the 
Sacrifice of our Perſons for His Service, as the 
Sacrifice of our Praiſe and Thankſgiving, for 
the Miſſion of His Son, and the Advantages of 
this Inſtitution* From the Whole of which 
it is very certain, that our Views are thrown on 
the Love and AY of Gop ; and on the Per- 
our SAvIOUR* the Memo- 
rials of which we have in the Supper. And 
as by this Means we are led to the Contempla- 
tion of CHRIST both as the Repoſitory of all 
divine Grace [the Head] and the great compre- 
henſive Efect of the divine Goodneſs: ſo we 
may be faid to be intitled to, and in a worthy 
Participation, to be filled with all the Pulneſ5 
of Gop i. Becauſe having a View of CRHRISr, 
in whom the Fulneſs of the Godhead diwvelleth bo- 
daily e, we compleatly enter into a Survey of it, 
and therefore a Fellowſhip with the divine 
Fulnefs. | | 


*Pag. 124. d Col. ii. 12. . © Pl. Ac. p. 122, 126. 
* Col. 11 9. | 
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I LG well know, that the Plain Account 
objects to a particular Union and Fellowſhip, 
e with God, or with Angels and Archangels ; 
«as Privileges peculiarly implied or obtained 
e in this Rite: and 1 cannot but think, with 
very good Reaſon. For tho it is certain, agree- 
ably to what has been here ſaid, that our Fel- 
tow/hip is with the FarURR, and with His Son 
8 Cunisr; and that thoſe exalted Spirits, 
the holy. Angels attend the public Aſſemblies of 


Chriſtians to learn by the Church the manifold 


Wiſdem of Gop *; yet the Whole of this falls 


within the Compass of thoſe Privileges, which 


are common to all the Iuſtitutions of the New 
Teſtament; and is therefore on no Account to be 
reſtrained to the /ingle Inſtitution of the Supper. 
In our Attendance on the great Duties of public 
Worſhip, Holy Scripture repreſents us, as being 


come t an innumerable Company of Angels ; fo 


the general Aſjembly, and Church of the Firſi- 


born; to Gop the Fudge of all ; to the Spirits of 


juſt Men made perfeft : and to Ixsus the Medi- 


ator of the New Covenant, &c,*, To intimate 
a general Union or Fellowſhip with the one God, 
with CyR1sT, and with the whole Family call- 
ed after His Name: common to all Acts of di- 
vine Worſhip; thoſe, eſpecially, which are 
public, In this View therefore, the Plain Ac- 
count has no Objection to its having Part in the 


preſent Inftitutien, as well as in the rett ; 


a pag. 173. Eph. ili. 10. 1 Pet. i. 12. © Heb. xii. 
22, 24. 
F but 
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but only ſays, it is neither particular to this 
Rite, nor peculiarly implied or obtained in it. 
And that ef joining in the moſt exalted Praiſes 
with Angels and Archangels, as an abſolute Part 
of the Sacrament, is, in my humble W e 
an Inſtance cxactiy parallel *. , 

Hexe then is the Dignity of the Chriſtian in 
his Relation to the FATHER and Son. His In- 
ference from it will be, that his Duty riſes in 
Proportion. And therefore befides all that he 
owes to the whole Body of Chriſtians, as Mem- 
bers of the fame Head (on which fome few 
Hints were delivered above) he will ſee, that it 
is his Duty with regard to CHRISHTH, to ie 75 
Him, as well as live upon Him, To be zealous 
for His Truths, and tender of His Honour. To 
form himfelf on his SAaviour's Pattern, and 
ſtudy to grow in a Conformity to Him, as his 
Head”, And with regard to the ALMIGHTY, 
he will conclude, that it becomes him to walk 
as a Child of Light © ; redeeming the Time, becauſe 
the Days are evil®, Demeaning in a Manner 
worthy his Relation : as a Child of Gop with- 
out Rebule . Giving none Offence, neither to 
the Tews, nor to the Gentiles, nor ts the Church 
of Gov, y 

Nor but, could we allow ourſelves the Ex- 
largement, it were eaſy to ſhew, that the pre- 
ſent Argument has Compaſs enough 1 in it, to 
furniſh the Communicant with ſuch Refleftions 


See Pl. Ac. p. 174. b Rom. viii. 20. c Eph. v. 8. 
4 Tbig. ver. 16. © Phil, ii. 15, fi Cor. x. 32. 
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as might anſwer the moſt valuable Purpoſes to 
him, both with regard to his Circumſtances 
here, and his Views or ExpeQtations hereafter. 
For Example: as to the Life that now is: if 
moving in an elevated Sphere, it ſuggeſts reaſon- 
able Matter of Humility. Firſt, as this Alliance 
to Heaven is merely an Act of divine Favour, 
And then as we are no better in our Relation to 
the Earth, than Duſt and Aſhes. . Again, on 
the other hand : If our Circumſtances are mean 
and zarrow, it warrants us, however, in a pro- 


per Value for ourſelves; as the Children of Gop, 


the Members of CuRIST, and the Heirs of 
Heaven : and therefore is an Antidote, as well 
againſt the Coldueſs and Contempt we may 
meet with from Abroad, as againſt the Straight- 
neſs or Diſtreſs we may have to encounter at 
Home. Thus teaching us to poſſeſs our Souls in 
Patience, and in whatſoever State we are, 
therewith to be contentb. With reſpe& to 
what concerns, cither our future State of Ex- 
iſtence, or our Paſſage to. it : What can tend 
more effectually (if we have proper Evidence to 
conclude the Relation valid) to diſarm Death of 
its Terrours? To chaſe the Darkneſs of the 
Grave, and give us a pleaſing Proſpect of an 


etarnal World? How can we be more firmly 


aſſured, that our nouldering Duſt ſhall be the 
Charge of Providence; and that it ſhall be col- 
lected with the utmoſt Care in the Morning of 
the Reſurrection *®? Or whence can we pro- 


Luke xxi. 19. b Phil iv. 11. © Pf. xlix. 14. 
F 2 vide 
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vide ourſelves with an Argument better calcu- 
lated to give us Confidence in the loft Day? 
Since by Virtue of the preſent Relation (actin 
in a Conſiſtency with it) we have the higheſt 
Reaſon to believe, we ſhall be honourably ac- 
quitted by CHRIST our Judge; and therefore 
find a gracious Acceptance at the Hands of the 
Almighty. May we not be certain, on this 
ſame Principle, that both the FATHER and 
SoN will acknowledge us on that tremendous 
Occaſion? Rewarding us according to our 
Works of Piety and Virtue done in the Body *? 
and conſequently, putting us into the full Poſ- 
ſeſſion of that Inheritance, which we are Heirs 
to thro' CHrIsT ; an Inberitance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerv- 
ed for true Chriſtians in the Heavens*, "Theſe 
are ſome of the Reflections, which the preſent 
Subject affords, Such as cannot but have their 
Uſe with the pious Communicant ; and there- 
fore may truly be ſaid to bring their own Re- 
ward along with them. I 
HAvixG thus conſidered the Benefits of this 

Communion, as they riſe from the preciſe Nota- 
tion of the Word: I come now to the next 
Particular under this Head, which leads me to 
ſpeak of it | 3 

II. As a MEMORIAL. This is that Conſi- 
deration of the Rite, which is not only e na- 
tural and obvious; but which is, indeed, pri- 
mary and fundamental, It is, in Fact, a ſue 


2 2 Cor. v. 10, Rom. vii, 17. e Pet. i, 4. 


qua 
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qua non: as well becauſe it was r ap- 
pointed to this particular Uſe; as becauſe to de- 
viate from ſuch Uſe is actually a Prophanation 
of the Sacrament, and therefore expoſes a Per- 
ſon to Puniſhment, inſtead of intitling him to 
a Ble ing. The formal Act in which the Eſſence 
of the Celebration conſiſts (as we have ſhewn 
above) is Remembrance. Therefore not 7o re- 
member, which is to neglect, is both an Inſult 
on the Perſon of Car1sT, the Inſtitutor; and 
and a direct Mockery of che divine Being, by 
whoſe Authority our Lok p acted in this Viſtitu- 
tion *, The Caſe therefore being ſuch, it fol- 
lows of Neceſſity, that if the Bread and Wine 
do not ſerve in Quality of Memorials, to. 
awaken our Attention, and call up the proper 
Object to View; they can have no Influence 
ſuited to the Nature and End of the Sup- 
per; nor can, for that Reaſon, anſwer any 
one /þiritual Purpoſe to the Perſons, who com- 
municate. Becauſe their whole Efficacy depends 
on their being differently applied, as Memorials 


d the different Uſes this Rite is deſigned to an- 
: ſwer. The Benefit, therefore, in the preſent 
t Caſe is abſolutely annex'd to the Act of Remem- 


brance : and that not fmply, but under certain 
* Reſiriflions or proper Diſpofitions of Mind. 

* What Benefits therefore can attend, where not 
the Qualifications merely, but even the eſſential 

Ad itſelf 9 apparently gs On the con- 


See Pl, Ac. N xvi. p. 79, &c. compared with 
p. 66, &c. 
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trary, that preciſe Uſe of the Inſtitution, we 
are now ſpeaking of, ſuppoled ; we are not only 
enabled to refer it [the Inſtitution} to all its dif- 
ferent Intentions; but, at the * Time, be- 
come certain Maſters of its various extenſive 
Benefits. 

WHAT has been now ſnggeſted will appear 
with the laſt Evidence, upon a juſt Reſolution 
of a Queſtion or two. Let it then be aſked, 
What are the Bread and Wine the Memorials of? 

The Anſwer will be, Of the Body and Blood of 
CuRISsT. What then is the Amount of theſe 
Words? Nothing leſs, I apprehend, than the 
Perſon and Paſſion of our Saviour, Upon 
which it only remains to be inquired, What is 
the Import of thoſe Expreſſions? I imagine, 
the whole Syſtem of Benefits that either reſide 
in His Perſon, (including His Doctrine and Ex- 
ample) or that deſcend to the true Chriſtian from 
His Death: Or, as the Plain Account expreſ- 
ſes it, Regard being firſt had to the Perſon, © all 
te that He did and ſuffered for us.“ This, 
however, allowed; the neceſſary Conſequence 
is, that the Body and Blcod of CHRIST are only 
other Words for the whole Contents of the Co- 
venant of Grace; and the Love of Almighty 
Gop, as the Root or Spring of all our Enjoy- 
ments temporal and ſpiritual, See, therefore, 
as was intimated above, what an extenſive Prof- 
pect opens upon us from the proper Uſe of the 
preſent Memorials! But that is not all. For 

Pag. 155. 
beſides 
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beſides giving us a View of theſe multiplied 
Bleſſings; they ſerve likewiſe to the different 
Purpoſes of a Pledge or Token ; of an Aſſurance 
or Seal: the ſeveral Lights in which the Supper 
is yet to be conſidered. - Becauſe as every Thing 
relative to our true Intereſt, for Body and Soul, 
is become a Depoſitum to the Church, thro the 
Gift of CHRIST ; and is abundantly confirm- 
ed to Her by Virtue of His Sacrifice: fo by 
dealing with the Elements in Quality of Memo- 
rials, we, in Conſequence, deal with the O6- 
jects themſelves; that is, with CHRIST and 
His Benefits : Since theſe are the Thing os, and 
theſe only, that the Memorials are deſigned to 
repreſent. Herein therefore, the Argument 
fully ſpeaks for itſelf. Becauſe if we partake 
of the Memorials, we partake of them to 
ſome End. And what other End can that be, 
unleſs the calling to our Remembrance the many 
good Effects, that ariſe to us from theſe Objects 
of which the Bread and Mine are the profeſſed 
Memorials ? 

Hence it is that the Plain Account, and, 
 withthe higheſt Reaſon, as far as I can judge, 
reſolves every Thing into this U/> of the Ordi- 
nance, or demonſtrates the Propriely of its Ap- 
plication to ſo many different Objects on this 
fingle Principle. Thus in particular he calls it 
a Symbol of Union in Socieiys; a Memorial of 
the Covenant of Grace® ; and a Memorial of our 


Redemption: which is one eſpecial Benefit or 


* Pag 33. . 169. 175. 
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Privilege of the New Covenant, beſides that we 
find it ipoken of at large, in a Variety of Pla- 
ces, as a Memorial of CHRIST, and the Benefits 
purchaſed by His Death. This, indeed, is the 
Argument of the whole Treatiſe, for which 
Reaſon I ſpare the Reader the Trouble of parti- 

cular ft 

As to the peculiar Benefit or Uſe of theſe Me- 
mortals : it is evident, that they ſerve to rouſe 
a dull, and recover a. wandering Mind. And 
again, that they may aſſiſt a weak, and prove a 
Guard to a treacherous Memory. 'For as much 

as they appear, by their Application to our ex- 
— Senſes to have Tendency to revive the 
Image of a departed SAvIQUR, and fix the 
Impreſſion with a Degree of Warmth on the 
Mind. 

Mok generally, indeed, as the Celebration 
returns upan us, they may * conſidered as ſo 


poſes of the Chriſtian Life : oviting us in Mind 
of our numerous Privileges, on the one hand, 
and our correſponding Duties on the other. 
(Becauſe every Favour brings its Obligation.) 
They may occaſionally remind us in What par- 
ticular Inſtances, and to what reſpective Degrees, 
we ſtand indebted to the Love of the FATHER; 
and to the Obedience and Death of CHRIST. 
As alſo, what is the Nature and Extent of our 
Relations both in civi / and religious Liſe: and 
by Conſequence, teach us to infer, how much 
it concerns us to act up to our Character, and 


peers a gene with ourſelves, as Men 
N and 
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and Chriſtians. But I go on, being now to 

conſider this Rite, 

HI. Asa Max. But if there be juſt ] R 
ſon to conſider it in this Light, it then naturall 
leads us to ſuſpect, that it is conducive to ſome 
End; in which End, if any where, the Com- 

mumicant muſt be ſuppoſed to find his Account. 
Wherefore, as this new View of the Subject 
makes us impatient of Information; ſo it neceſ- 
ſarily throws us on the following Inquiry: 
What is the Eud of this Rite, nieren! int the 
Capacity of a MA? 

Tux Anſwer, in general, is; That! it ſerves 
to all the Purpoſes, that hitherto have been, 
or that hereafter ſhall be, with Arict Propriety, 
annexed to the Supper, on the teſpective Heads 
of Privilege and Duty. Thus including not 
only the uu Extremes, I mean Grace here and 
Glory hereafter ; but all that the intermediate 
State, either calls us to do, or ſuffer, as the 


2 1 7 


Diſciples and Followers of CHRIST. 

Tur grand Reaſon, from whence it takes 
this extenſive Compaſs ; or that, which giyes it 
Right to this general Influence, has been alrea- 
dy ſuggeſted, once and again : namely, that it 
is founded in, and abſolutely turns on the Love 
of Gop, as the Spring; and the Paſſion of 
Cuklsr, as the Baſis of our Hopes. For as 
we cannot contemplate our SAvi1ouR,  ſacriſi- 
cing Himſelf for us; without taking into the 
Account the Mercy or Favour of the Almighty, 
from whence we receive Him: ſo it is plain, 
that the Reflection leads us from Eternity a 


parte 
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parte ante, to Eternity @ parte poſt ; b. e. from 
Everlaſting to Everlaſting. And as our Life is 
merely a ſmall Portion, or, I might rather ſay, 
a Point only, taken out of this Eternity, and 
deſigned as a State of Probation ; ſo the various 
Meaſures that have been taken by the FATHER, 
and the various Sufferings that have been un- 
dergone by the Sox, in order to ſecure our pre- 
ſent and eternal Felicity ; cannot, if duly conſi- 
dered, but lead to this ingenuous Concluſion : 
That we are under the higheſt Obligations to 
glorify Gop in our Body aud in our Spi- 


'rit ; which appear, by the Whole of 

this gracious Proceſs, to be His, This, I ap- 

prehend, is the intire Circle ; and of this, I 

look upon the Supper, in its Reference to 
Cunxlstr, to be che Centre. And therefore to 
bring Matters to a ſhort Iſſue: the determinate 
and preciſe Anſwer to the foregoing Queſtion, 
wherein it is demanded, What is the End, to 
which the Szpper as a Mean, leads the Commu- 
nicant? the preciſe and ſhort Anſwer is: To 
a View of the Death of CHRIST H; that is, of 
His Body broken and His Blood ſhed for us on the 
Croſs : and therefore, conſequently, to all the 
Benefits His Death hath procured for us, on 
the one hand; and to all the Duties it requires 
from us, on the other. The End therefore, 
being thus glorious; the Mean of neceſſity, 
lays Claim to a proportionate Regard : Becauſe 


5 21 Cor. vi. 20. 
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its Excellency cannot but riſe with its Uſefulneſs. 
To the Intent, however, that we do not form 
a wrong Eſtimate, and therefore exceed in our 
Value; it is proper we ſhould know: that tho 
it be certainly a Mean; it is, however, as the 
Plain Account ſhews, but Ox E Mean *: and, 
conſequently, tho' it has juſt Claim to its own 
Uſefulneſs, as ſuch; it is, nevertheleſs, at no 
Rate, to be ſuffered to incroach on any other: 
much leſs to challenge to itſelf the united Influ- 
ence of all the Inſtitutions of the Chriſtian 
Church b. 

IT is true, by the Form in which it ſtands 
exhibited in our Service for the Communion 
(where the Office, as we have before obſerved, is 
very complex ;) it may be conſidered as an eæten- 

tue Mean, | Not but, duly confidered, I can- 
not but think it ſach alſo in its own Nature. 
And by Virtue of the Fitneſs of the Elements 
here ordered to be uſed, it may alſo be juſtly 
called a Mean perfectly well adapted. Never- 
theleſs, theſe Allowances being made, it is ſtill 
but One ME an; and is therefore to be reſtrain- 
ed to its n: Bounds : becauſe to extend it far- 
her, would be a common Injury to the ſeveral 
other Means of divine Grace. 

IT may be alſo proper to ſubjoin, all that 
has been faid above, whether of its Extent or 
Fitneſs, notwithſtanding, that we are by no 
Means to allow ourſelves in thinking, that it 
hath any mechamcal, or miraculous Influence (a 


pag. 158, 190. Þ» ibid. p. 167. 
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Suppoſition juſtly oppoſed by the Plain As. 
count ;) but that it operates as the Means of 
Grace 991 in n yas is to ſay, By ferm. 
ing the Judgment. 

Nox will it he ip oper for us to underſtand 
| farther, that the U 175 aſſigned this Inſtitu- 
tion does not depend on the bare AF of rereiv- 
ing, tho' it ſhould happen to be attended with 
the external Shew of every ſuitable Affection, at 
that Inſtant; but rincipall y on its general Ten- 
dency or ſettled * 4g on the Life and Man- 
ners of the Communicant, for the Time to 
come. Hence, and not by the mere Ack itſelf, 
we. judge of the true Efficacy, as the Plain Ac 
count reaſons ; even that Efficacy, which muſt 
be the Te/t of thoſe Diſpoſitions, that attend the 
Celebration of the Sup per. And therefore, 
where the good Fruits of Virtue and Piety do 
not ſucceed, it is not the bare Lye of this Rite, 
nor afiy her of the Chriſtian Church, that 
will anſwer the leaſt ſpiritual Purpoſe to the 
Petary © : notwithſtanding that, under the Or- 
dinance itſelf, they might be found to vie with 
thoſe St. Paul ſpeaks of, who had been once en- 
lightened, and bad taſted of the heavenly Gift, 
and had been made Partaters of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and had taſted the good Word of God, and the 
Powers of the World to come s: Characters, that 
might bid fair for carrying us into the proper 
Diſpofitions we have been led to ſpeak of on 


pag. * Ibid. p | 131, 132, and 143. © See 
Plain Account, p. 145. „cb. vi. + 5. 
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this Occafion; and yet leave the Poſſeſſor abſo- 
lately ort of Intereſt in any ſaving Benefit : 
the Reaſon of which is, that there is no judging 
of the Validity of theſe Diſpoſitions; but as they 
approve themſelves by a future abiding Faith, 
and ſuch a Series of A#10n as alone diſtinguiſhes 
. RS a - 


23 


owEvrR, that I may give the Reader the 


es hed 


Rom. iv. 25. 


f Iniquity, 
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Tniquity, and to purify us to Himſelf for the 
moſt exalted Service: What is there in Heaven 
or dir Bring will either fill the Breaſt of the 
Communicant with a thorough Hatred of Sin, of 
inſpire him with a noble Emulation for Virtue, 
if this has not a Tendency of that Kind? What 
is the Conſideration, that will encourage him 
to become a Voluntier in the Service of his 
Lokp, or engage him to wage perpetual War 
with all his ſpiritual Enemies, if this does not? 
By what Name, therefore, can we call an In- 
fluence of this Sort, unleſs it be that Faith, 
which, as St. John ſpeaks, is our Vicłory over 
the World?? What elſe was it, that tarniſh'd 
the Glory of Pharaos Court in the Eyes of 
Moſes? Or, on what other Principle did St. 
Paul ſit looſe to all the inſinuating Delights of 
Time and Senſe? He tells us, that he died 
daily b: meaning in his Aﬀections to every 
Thing ferrene. And that the Life which be 
lived, he lived by the Faith of the Son of God e: 
and this as his Faith was immediately concern- 
ed with a crucified Saviour, Here was that 
Sight, which ſubdued his Corruptions from 
1 within; that Sight, which quickened him for 
1 the public Service of his Maſter; agreeable to 
i= what he ſays in theſe Words: Gop forbid, that 
1H T ſhould glory ſave in the Croſs of our LoRD JE- 
sus CHRIST, by whom the World is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the World%, And why 


ny John v. 4. v1 Cor. xv. 31. © Gal. ii. 20. 
4 Gal. vi. 14. 


ſhould 
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ſhould not the ſame Cauſe be ſtill productive of 
the ſame Effect? A View of Ch RST cruci- 


fied now brings with it all the Efficacy, it ſhar= 


ed a Thouſand Years ago. Eipecially, when 
beſides the bare Proſpect of a dying Saviour, 
the Communicant takes into the Account that 
Benevolence, which there was on the Part of 
his LorD, as one who freely offered Himſelf to 
Death for us; and that Unworthineſs, which 
there is on his own Part, as once an Enemy to 
Gop by wicked Works *, When he farther re- 
fleas on the great End, that CHRIST had to 
anſwer by him, while here ; namely, that he 
ſhould adorn the Doctrine of Gor his Saviour 
in all Things : And alſo, the ſuperlative Glory 
He has in Reſerve for him above; even nothing 
leſs, than a Kingdom which cannot be diſſokoed®: 
entering, moreover, at the ſame. Time, into a 
diſtinct View of the Nature of that Inttance of 
Submiſſion, he is now paying his Maſter, as it 
is both an Acknowledgment of his preſent Pro- 
perty in him; and a virtual Promiſe of Hdd 
inviolable Attachment to Him 4. 

Tuls, therefore, being the real State of the 
Caſe; what may we not expect from this com- 


plicated, intereſting View; aſſiſted and -enliv- 


ened by the preſent Memorials, as a Mean ori- 
ginally deſigned to plant theſe Objects before 
us; and, in Conſequence of the important Re- 


flections they ſuggeſt, to call us away from the 
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2 7 2 of hens ta the true Sublime of Virtue 
me ity? One Moe, 

he next chibition 5 the Supper, 

wh 7155 el Opportunity o diſcovering i its 

ommunicant, is that, which 

bc it as a Tok xs or PLEDGE, | 

AND here, to give us full Light in the 

Kaen of the preſent Character, it will be 

neceſſary to Felolye the following Queſtions : : 


ely 
1. Wu⸗ AT are the Things of which the Sub- 

2 may be conſidered as a Toben or Pledge? 

Tur Anſwer to this may be in ſuch Parti- 
culars as theſe: 

FixsT, It is a Token or Pledge of the divine 
Favour, that is, of the Love or Mercy of Al- 
mighty Gop. To make this clear, let it only 


be conſidered; that the Supper is a Memorial 


of CHRIST, and that Cn RIST is not only the 
greateſt Inſtance of the FaTHER's Love in 
reſpect t to His Production; but alſo, that His 
Mzſſion into the World is the preateſt Token or 
Aſſurance we could have of that Love. Hence 
it is that our Lox p ſpeaks of it with that En- 
phaſit, when He fays : God fo loved the World, 
h.e.. ſo freely and ſuperlatively, that He gave 
His. only begotten Sox, that whoſoever believeth 


in Him ſhould not piriſh, but have everlaſting 


Life®. Again, 


2 Pl. Ac. p. 190. b John iii. 16. compared with Rom. 
ad r Jon be 9, 10. F * 
: Bu r 


m. 
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2. Tur preſent Inſtitution ' likewiſe a To- 


zen or Pledge of the Love of Curisr. The 
Evidence for this is: Becauſe the Supper is ex- 
preſsly ſaid to be a Memorial of the Death of 
CHR1sT ; and becauſe His delivering Himſelf 
to Death for us, is, undoubtedly, the fronge/# 
Aſſurance, He could give us of His Love“. 
Hence therefore it is, that the Love or Grace 


of CHRIST {as we have before obſerved) is fo 
frequently celebrated in Holy Scripture, as bear- 
ing an eminent Share in the Work of our Sal- 
vation. 

Bur the Fact being really thus, I mean, 
that the Supper is an Aſſurance of the Things 
now mentioned ; that is, both of the Love of 
Gop and the Love of CarsT : Where ſhall 
we fet Bounds to the Bleſſings that the Supper 
is a Pledge of,? For, who ſces not, that from 
this Principle we infer, 

3, In the next Place, that it is alſo a Pledge 
of the Pardon of our Sins? Since it is by the 
Blood of Cu R ISH that the Church has received 
the Atonement” ; or that a Way is opened for diſ- 
penſing Pergiveneſs And as a Bleſſing im- 
mediately connected with the Privilege before 
us, it likewiſe becomes a Token or Pledge of 


the Acceptance of our Perſons with the Almigh- 


ty; or that the true Chriſtian actually fands 1 in 
the divine Favour l. Becauſe where Sin 1s par- 
doned, and the Perſon conſidered as 77 righteous, 


3 See PI. Ac. p. 168. b Rom. v. 11. © See above, 
p. 499 Rom. v. z. 


G Accep- 
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Acceptance with Gop follows of Courte. 
Once more 

4. By this Means the Supper may be conſi- 
dered as a Pledge of all the Fruits of CHRIST's 
Death, and of all the Bleſſings of the New Co- 
venant : becauſe there is nothing either truly 
valuable in itſelf, or abſolutely neceſſary to our 
State, that does not follow an Intereſt in the 
Love of the FATHER, and the Redemption we . 
have by CuRIST Jesvs. — Is it ſaid? An ex- 
tenſive and encouraging Proſpect indeed! I aſ- 
ſure you, not a Tittle more in either Reſpect, 
than what the Plain Account openly avers. In 
Support of this bear with me in tranſcribing a 
Paſſage or two. Thus for Example, it ſays, 
That the Supper may be conſidered, not only 
te as an outward and viſible Sign, but as a To- 
v ken. or . Pledge of the ' greateſt inward and 

* ſpiritual Grace (i. e. Favour or Mercy) be- 
* ſtowed upon Man by Almighty God. Or 
if that be not ſufficiently plain, take the Ac- 
count in the Words following: Almighty 
%% God, on his Part, requiring and accepting 
our due Performance of this Part of our Du- 
6 ty, does by this aſſure zs, who come to pro- 
44. feſs ourſelves the Diſciples of Chriſt, that we 
< are in his Favour, Or, in other Words, 
c The Lord's Supper, being inſtituted as the 
1 Memorial of his Goodneſs towards us in Chri/? 

© Jeſus, may juſtly be looked upon as a Token 
« and Pledge to aſſure us of what it calls to our 


5873 pag. 190, 191, compared. 8 | 
4 | © Remem- 
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4 Remembrance, viz. that God is ready to 
_** pardon and bleſs us, upon the Terms propo- 
&« ſed by his Son: and conſequently, that we 
are received by him as the Diſcipies of Chriſt, 
« Members of his Body the Church, and Heirs 
of his heavenly Kingdom, &c. Thus far 
with regard to the FATHER, or Divine Bx- 
ING. 
Lr us now ſee how the Matter ſtands in 
reſpect of CuRISsT. And here we have thefe 
Words: It may alſo be conſidered as a Pleage, 
* on Chriſt's Part, to aſſure us of all this; as the 
Bread and Wine are appointed by him to be 
e eaten and drunk, as Signs (or in Remem- 
&* brance) of that Death of Chriſt, which was 
e the higheſt Aſſurance he could give us of his 
& Love to Mankind b.“ 

Bor this is more general only, compared 
with what follows reſpecting our Intereſt in all 
New Covenant Bleſſings. Here then it ſpeaks 
after this Manner: In a word (it is a 1 oken 
and Pledge to aſſure us, that we are received 
* byGop) as Perſons entitled to all the Happi- 
« neſſes promiſed to Chriftians®,” Cc. And 
again: it may be conſidered not only as a 
MA, but „as a Pleage, on Chri/?'s Part, 
4 of our receiving, hereafter, — all the Benefits 
of his Body broken, and Bleed ſhed, now 
called to Mind by theſe outward Signs . 
What then can be required, either more full, 


pag. 131. b P. 191, P. 131. 
4 P. 190, Te. 
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or more explicit? But this for the firſt Que- 


ſtion: The Things of which the Supper is a 


Toten or Pledge. 


2. The next is, Upon what Principle has the 


Supper a Right to this Character? To this 


none can with for a better Anſwer, nor in few- 


er Words than what the Plain Account has fur- 


niſhed us with, by ſaying : that it «© may juſt- 


« ly be looked upon as a Token and Pledge ¶ to 
aſſure us] of what it calls to our Remem- 


„ brance*,” The Meaning, I apprehend, is 
very obvious; it being only the former general 


Rule of Interpretation inculcated afreſh : name- 
ly, that the Supper merits this Character by 
Virtue of the Memorzals it deals with: ſo that it 


may, with ſtrict Propriety, be looked upon as 
a Pledge, becauſe it leads us to a diſtinct and 
clear View of thoſe Things, which are Pleages. 
Tavs, for Inſtance, it becomes a Pledge of 
the Love of Gop, becauſe it calls up CHRIST 
to our Remembrance ; who, in Agreement with 
paſt Obſervations, is the greateſt Aſſurance of 
the divine Goodneſs or Mercy towards the Sons 
of Men. A Pleage likewiſe of the Love of 


CHRIST; becauſe it is the Memorial of His 


dying for us, than which we can have no 
ſtronger Proof of His Love, Thus again, far- 
ther, 1t is a Pledge of the Pardon of our Sins ; 
becauſe the Supper calls to our Remembrance the 
Sacrifice of CHRIST, who is Himſelf the Pro- 


M431; v See above, p. 39- 
» pitiation 
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pitiation for our Sina, and whoſe Blood there- 
fore cleanſeth from all Sin d. Once more, it is 

a Pleage of our ſtanding accepted with Go ; be- 
_ cauſe the Supper is inſtituted as the Memorial 
of his Goodneſs towards us in Chriſt Jeſus : and 
becauſe in the due Performance of this Part of 
our Duty, Almighty God aſſures us, — that we 
are in his Favour ; and accordingly receives us 
as the Diſciples of Chriſt, Members of his Body 
the Church, and Heirs of his heavenly King- 
dom. And then, laſtly, it is a Pledge to afſure 
the real Chriſtian of his Intereſt in all the Fruits 
of the Covenant of Grace ; becauſe it calls up 
to our Remembrance the Perſon and Character 
of Jxsus the Messi Au, who is the greateſt 
and moſt comprebenſive Bleſſing of that Cove- 
nant, Here it is, indeed, that we have the 
Subſtance of it in Epitome. The whole Cove- 
nant ſtands collected in our bleſſed Saviour. 


And therefore, if the Supper, as a Memorial of 


the Death of CHRISTH, be an Aſſurance, that 
Almighty God has given vs the Greater; it is, 
at the ſame Time, and for the ſame Reaſon, 
an Aſſurance, that He will not withold any 
inferior Benefit. The only remaining Queſ- 
tion Is, 

3. In what Way does the Supper immedi- 
ately or actually anſwer this End to the Com- 
municant ? The Anſwer may be readily col- 


Rom. iii. 25. Þ1 Jcha i. 7. 
. G3 = That 


lected from what has been laſt oy: namely, 


as © IE „ —_ 
- . — 2 
1 in. Hs hs hh 


| 
L 
ö 
| 
l. 
; 
1 
| 
N 
ö 
N 


— " a #7 n 
oe EEE AC — eg 5 

. A L 

* 


— 


86 A Defence of ibe 


That it herein ſhares the common Iſſue of the 
other Benefits annexed to the Supper, What I mean 
is, that the whole Advantage depends on a 
right Uſe of the Elements; that is to ſay, the 
Remembering, or differencing, the Bread as a 
Memorial of CHRIT's Body broken, and the 
Wine as a Memorial of CaR1sT's Blood ſhed ; 
and conſequently, both of them together as the 
Memorials of Cyr1sT in his Perſon and Bene- 
fits. For it follows upon this Application of 
the Bread and Wine, that the Communicant is 
directy led thro' the Sign to the Thing Jignified ; 
and therefore taught to make uſe of thoſe Things 
which repreſent the Pledges as a Mean to give 
him a diſtinct View of the Pledges themfelves, 
And thus it is that the Plain Account reaſons in 
the following Words: We cannot, indeed, 
« duly partake of the outward and whble Bread 
« and Wine, in Remembrance of Chriſt ; with- 
«© out calling to Mind alſo the Af/urance given 
« us by Him, of our partaking, upon the 
« Terms of his Goſpel, of all the good Things 
« promiſed in it. | 1 5 
Wbat is it then, that the real Chriſtian can 
want, that is not equally provided for him, and 
aſſured to him, both on the Part of Gop and 
the Part of CHRisT ? Does he not here ſee 
all the Promiſes of the New Covenant yea and 
amen 10 him in CHRIS H“? Nor ſo only, but 
hath he not, indeed, the Premium, or Firſt- 
fruits in his own Hands? What other Depo- 
fit wopld he have? What qther Token can he 


deſire ? 


Pag. n 2 Cor. i. 20. 
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defire? For, as St. Paul argues in his Epiltles 
to the Romans: He that ſpared not his o Son, 
but delivered him up for us all; how ſhall he not 
with him alſo freely give us all Things*? Once 
more, 

V. The laſt View of the Supper, tending to 
demonſtrate the Benefits arifing from it, is that 
of a SEAL. I have added this Character of the 
Supper to thoſe mentioned above, not becauſe 
it will either furniſh with any new Matter of 
Enlargement, or admit of any new Method of 
Proof ; but merely becauſe I ſhould be very un- 
willing to incur the Cenſure of Ind:ference to- 
wards any Argument, that hath the leaſt Preten- 
ſions to ſo diſtinguiſhing a Character as that of 
a SEAL, | 

TAE FigsT Queſtion then, as heretofore, 
is: What is the Communion a Seal of, taking 
the Word in its greateſt Extent ? 1 anſwer, 
Of the ſeveral Things enumerated under the 
laſt Head: that is to ſay, of the Love of the 
FATHER in the Gzft of His Sox; and the 
Love of CHR1sT in the G /f of Himſelf, A Seal 
alſo, that our LoR D was accepted in his Death: 
and therefore, that His Death as the Plain Ac- 
count obſerves, was of ſuperior Influence to any 
of the legal Sacrifices, For as much as what 
could not be done by the B7/cod of Bulls and 
Goats, has been now happily effected by the 

 Bhodof Ixsus. Again, As the Supper is con- 
cerned with that Blood by which Atonement has 


2 2 Cor. vin. 32. 
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been made, it has likewiſe a Right to be conſi- 
dered as a Seal of the Remiſſion of Sins; or an 
Aſſurance, that a Way has been found out in 
which the divine Majeſty may juſtly diſpenſe 
pardoning Mercy, and once more ſmile upon 
thoſe (however unworthy in themſelves) who 
ſtand related to Cu r1sT, as His Diſciples and 
the Members of His Body, And then, laſtly, 
as a Concluſion we are naturally led to from the 
Premiſes, it may yet farther be looked upon as 
a Seal to all the Bleſſings of the New Covenant : 
Or, as a Rite, tending to aſſure the real Chri- 


flian of Intereſt in all of them, thro' his great 


Head, the Lord JESUS CyRisT. Let it then 
be conſidered, what ingular Bleſſings are theſe ! 
How uſeful the Confirmation of them to the ſin- 
cere Chriſtian! And therefore, how valuable 
that Inſtitution muſt be, which affords him 
this Proſpect! 
Bou r it may be queſtioned, whether all this 
be not gratis dictum: I mean, whether the Sup- 
per has any Claim to this Character or not: eſ- 
pecially, if what the Plain Account ſays be true, 
viz. That the Supper itſelf, i. e. the bare Act of 
Participation, ſcals nothing *. [of which more 
particularly by and by.] This therefore leads us 
to the other Inquiry: namely What is the 
true Principle, or Reaſen, on which the Supper 
puts in for the Character of a Seal? And, in 
what Way can it be ſuppoſed to ſerve thts End 
to the Communicant? ' I ſhall anſwer theſe 


L 


„Pag. 127. compared with p. 143, 144. 
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Queſtions together, by obſerving as follows: 
That it may be conſidered, both as having a 
Right to this Name, and becoming of tbis Uſe 
to the worthy Recetver, as the Elements uſed on 
this Occaſion, the Wine in particular, is emi- 
nently a Memorial of the Blood of CuRisr ; 
which is the frue and only Seal of the New 
Covenant *: and as by being led thro' the Me- 
morial to this View of the real Seal, he is like- 
wiſe led into the true Uſe or Intention of that 
Seal, which is to aſſure or confirm to the real 
Chriſtian, all the Benefits laid up in the Cove- 
nant of Grace: whether promiſed on the Part 
of Gon, or /zpulated for on the Part of CHRIST, 
in Conſequence of ſhedding His Blood. 

Tnus then the Blood of CHRIST anſwering 
the ſame End ta the Covenant of Grace, that 
Seals anſwer to all human Contracts: and the 
Vine being not only a Memorial of the Blood of 
CHRIST, as the Seal of the New Covenant; 
but giving the pious Communicant this View of 
it, and leading him at the ſame Time, into a 
juſt Eſtimate of its Uſefulneſs to him, under the 
Notion of a Seal: I ſay, Things taking this 
Turn, as the Sign is put for the Thing it re- 
preſents, and the Efec&# for the Cauſe, from 
| whence it flows: ſo the Supper, in a large or 
| figurative Senſe, is, or may be denominated, a 

SEAL. | 1 
Tuvs it 1s, that the Plain Account argues 

on the Point, when it ſays, as a Paraphraſe of 


„l. A. p. 168, 
out 
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our SAVvIOUR's Words: © and for the ſame 
« Reaſon, I ſtyle this Cup, or this Vine, the 
& New Covenant in my Blood ; becauſe you are 
t hereafter thus to drink Vine in a religious Re- 
« membrance of my Blood, in, or thro' which, 
« after it ſhall be ſhed, this New Covenant will 
te be confirmed, as by a Seal or Teſtimony to 
« the Truth of it; in order to aſſure you the 
« more undoubtedly of the Remfion of your 
e Sins, ſtipulated in that Covenant, upon true 
«© Repentance and Amendment *,” 

HERE let it be obſerved, Firſt, as to the 
particular Bleſſing of Forgivenei, That the 
Plain Account not only aſſerts, that Remiſſion of 
Sins is thro' the Blood of the New Covenant; 
but alſo ſays, that it is aſſured to us by a rel:- 
gious Remembrance of the Blood of CHRIST. 
Becauſe, when we drink Wine, in this pious 
Manner, we confider it as a Memorial of that 
Blood, which is the Sea of the New Covenant: 
This Memorial, at the fame Time directing us 
to the Uſe of a Seal; and on that Account, 
claiming, in a more remote Senſe, the Honour 
of that Character. Again, let it be obſerved, 
Secondly, as to the Blettings of the New Cove- 
nant in general, that they are not only here ſaid 
to be confirmed to us by the Blood of CuRiIsT ; 
but that, where the Communicant uſes the 
Cup with that religious Remembrance, which is 
always neceſſary to accompany it; they cannot 
but riſe to him in this Light ®, The Demand, 


La 


Pag. 20, 21. Compare this Paſſage with the Quotation 
above, from p. 191. 
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however, upon this, is: How comes it about, 
that the Supper, properly uſed, brings this Influ- 
ence along with it? No otherwiſe than as the 
Wine is a Memorial of that Blood, which is the 
Seal of the New Covenant a. For by this means it 
not only calls up to our Remembrance the whole 
Contents of that Covenant ; but likewiſe the 
Manner in which the Bleflings of it are ratified : 
and conſequently, beſides giving us a renewed 
View of the Seal itſelf; tends alſo to give us a 
renewed Aſſurance of our Intereſt in all the Bleſ- 
ſings, which CauR1sT's Blood is a Seal to: pro- 
vided we partake in a ſuitable and worthy Man- 
ner. So that ſtill the Reaſon of the preſent Cha- 
rafter proceeds on the ſame Principle with what 
was obferved above: namely, That as the Sup- 
er is both the Means, by which we diſcover 
the Seal itſelf; and by which the Blood of 
CHR1sT becomes uſeful to the Communicant, 

as ſuch: ſo that, which anſwers the End of a 
Seal, and is, in its Efe&s of this Uſe to us; 
may, doubtleſs, in a figurative Senſe be called 
by that Name. 

Nor but it may likewiſe be obſerved, as a 
farther Means of accounting; for the Matter be- 
fore us; that as the whole Circle of religious 
Practice is an Aſſurance to the Perſon ſo practi- 
ſing, that he is a CHhud of Gop, or has Part in 
the divine Favour ®; ſo where this Rite is ob- 
ſerved with ſuitable Qualifications or Diſpofiti- 
ans, it cannot but lay in for its Share, as Part 


* Compare alſo p. 21, and 168—170, b Pi. exix. 6. 
| of 
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of the Body of religious Duties. It is one, tho? 
but one Inſtance of Duty. And beſides, that it 
is ſo far acceptable to Gop ; it is alſo an overt 
Declaration (as it is accompanied with Prayer 
that we owe the Almighty a Tribute of uni ver- 
ſal Obedience; and have nothing more at Heart, 
than that we may obtain Strength for the Diſ- 
charge of it. Herein, therefore, ſo far as it 
goes, a Degree of Aſſurance, or a Sort of Seal 
[the Anſwer of a good Conſcience] is certainly 
attendant. Or, it this Mode of Expreſſion be 
thought 700 flrong, we ſhall, at leaſt, be allow- 
ed to repreſent it as a Mean leading to that de- 
ſirable End. Becauſe there is always a Connec- 
tion between the Obſervance of a Duty, and the 
Bleſſing promiſed to it by the Almighty : there- 
fore the Text ſays: The Work of Righteouſneſs 
Hall be Peace, 2 the Effect of Ri 2 
Qutetneſs and Aſfurance for ever b. 
AND this, if I miſtake not, is a Method of 
reaſoning allowed us by the Plain Account : 1 
ſpeak in regard to that Part of it, which con- 
ſiders the Supper, as one Branch of religious Ser- 
vice ?. But the principal or grand Reaſon is 
that aſſigned above: namely, that the Supper, 
by preſenting us with the Memorials of the Free 
Seal, calls up the Seal itſelf, and all its divine 
Ver to our Remembrance; and therefore 
virtually anſwers the End of a Seal to the 
Commmunicant, 


* Fi Ae. 'Þp. 156: Iſai, xxxii. 17. N 127, 
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Tuvs then J have conſidered the Ordinance 
of the Loxp's Supper in ſeveral of its moſt po- 
pular and promifing Lights: and, indeed, in all 
| thoſe by which I have found it repreſented on 

the Authority of Holy Scripture. And have 
endeavoured to exhibit, at leaſt, a general View 
of the Uſes or Benefits of the Supper, under thoſe 
Characters, as they belong to, or await, the 
worthy Communicant, It is not, indeed, to be 
ſuppoſed, that ALL theſe Re Hecrions and Bene- 
fits can always, and upon every Attendance on 
the Supper, riſe in the Breaſt of the Communi- 
cant; but theſe are the ſeveral Benefits them- 
ſelves, and it is upon theſe that his Refle&7ons, 
if duly qualified, muſt neceſſarily turn, in a 
larger or more confined Compaſs. 

Ax p have this to obſerve in Favour of the 
Uſes here advanced: That forasmuch as they 
are ſuch, as are cither included in the general 
Defign of all Chriſtian Inſtitutions; or ſuch as 

are founded in the eſpecial Nature of this Rite: 

| fo they are Uſes or Benefits, which the Author 
of the Plain Account hath either expreſsly aſſert- 
ed; or (following by undeniable Conſequence) 
are what he cannot but think himſelf obliged 
to countenance. As an Inſtance of this Sort of 
Reaſoning, permit me only to beſpeak the 
Reader's Attention to thoſe Deductions or Infe- 


* rences, which naturally follow from that ſingle 
1 Poſition, where it is allowed: That “ the 

Death of Cuxisr more than anſwered all 
- * the beneficial Purpoſes of any of the legal 


| © Sacrifices,”” Nor will the Reader indulge 
any 
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any Scruple in the Point, when he conſiders, 
that this Method of Argumentation, is always 
allowed; and ſtands warranted by a general Con- 
ceſſion to thisPurpoſe in the Plain Account itſelf *, 
I have ſaid nothing, indeed, of the Sup- 
per as a Federal Rite, or as the Renewing 
of the Chriſtian Covenant on our Part; becaulc 
I am thoroughly convinced, by the Reaſoning 
which I find on this Head in the Plain Account, 
that there is, in Fact, no Scriptural Foundation 
for any ſuch Character of the Supper. The In- 
conſiſtency of it, in my humble Opinion, is there 
fully made out. Unleſs, indeed, it be contend- 
ed, that we are to call every repeated Inſtance 
of Subje&ion to the Almighty by that Name. 
But then, I apprehend, that is uſing pompors 
Expreſſions without any determinate Meaning, 
inſtead of thoſe which are more familiar, and 
conſequently more intelligible. And thus, 
again, I have paſſed over that Character by 
which the Supper is now moſt commonly ſpo- 
ken of as a Sacrament : not only becauſe there 
are no Traces of that Expreſſion to be found 
in Holy Scripture ; and that, as the Plain Ac- 
count obſerves, it is a Word of f the lateſt Date, 
and moſt boſe Stgnification with eccleſiaſtical 
Writers: but alſo becauſe, ſo far as it is deſign- 
ed to imply that. general Obligation, which every 
Chriſtian is under to obſerve all the Laws of 
our SAviOUR, as Head of the Chriſtian Church; 
its Import is ſufficiently ſecured, and abun- | 
dantly inforced, under the other Characters of 
the Supper, here enlarged. upon. 


* See P. 153, Ce. Is 
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Ir there yet remain any Thing neceſſary to 
explain, or prevent Miſtakes on, this Head, it 
can only be to remind the Reader of a Remark 


ſince made (tho' it may occur, I apprehend, 


from the Whole of what has been here ſug- 
geſted) that, when the ſeveral Benefits menti- 
oned above are faid to ariſe from the Commu- 
nion of the LogD's Supper, it is by no Means 
defigned to intimate, that any of theſe Benefits 
are neceſſarily annexed to, or incorporated with 
the Act itſelf : Or that they are the immediate 
and inſeparable Reſult of our communing at the 
LorD's Table; that is to ſay, of our eating the 
Bread and drinking the Wine How far they 
are connected with, or bear Part, in that ſerious 
and ſincere, that religious and thankful Remem- 
brance of CHRIsT, is another Queſtion. 
Whether the Act ſo gualified, does not involve, 
or bring with it theſe high Privileges [I mean, 
a renewed Application or Senſe of them] ought 
to be conſidered? Here therefore, I cannot 
but conclude in the Air mative. Becauſe this 
is ſomething /uper-added to the bare AF ; yet 
neceſſary to a worthy Participation, But this 
only en paſſant, as no direct Part of the preſent 
Oblervatica; it being only now intended, in Con- 
ſequence of what was ſaid above; that it is not 


the bare Reception of the Elements, and the Uſe 


of them by a common Eating and Drinking, 
that gives the Efficacy to this Inſtitution, or 


See above, p. 76. > See Plain 2 
p. 145. 


that 
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that procures or entails theſe Benefits on the 
Communicant. This the Plain Account every 
where oppoſes (how far it may be a Peculiar in 
that Treatiſe I know not) and certainly with 
the /triFeft Fuſtice : becauſe to admit a Doc- 
trine of this Kind would be to lead us back to 
the Church of Rome, and give us an unwarrant- 
able Opinion of the Opus Operatum. 

IT 1s our Duty to attend all the Inſtitutions 
of divine Grace; but it is not becauſe wwe attend, 
that therefore we muſt profit by them. The 
bare Act of Participation has no more Virtue or 
Energy in it (abſtractedly contidered) than the 
Act of reading the Scriptures; or hearing the 
Word preached ; or. ſaying our Prayers, and the 
reſt : yet all of them are Means conducing to 
the End for which they were appointed, and 
Means to which a Bleſſmg is promiſed. Forwhich 
Reaſon it is i and by them that Almighty God 
is ordinarily pleaſed to diſpenſe divine Light and 
Life : but it is not Be Aus we read, or hear, 
or pray; but becauſe He vouchſafes to concur 
with His own Inſtitutions. | 

Axp thus He can make any Ordinance a 
Token or Seal, as well as the LoRD's Supper. 
What I mean is, that He can by the other Rites 
of the Cbriſtian Church, as well as the Commu- 
nion (not detracting in the leaſt, either from its 
Excellence or Uſefulneſs) make a Diſcovery of the 
Remiſſion of Sins; umprels a Senſe of pardoning 
Mercy, or convey ſome encouraging Intimation 


* 
.. 


* Thai, 


to 
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to the Mind; and, thro' this Medium, witneſs 
with the Hearts of His People by His own SP1- 
R1T, that they are His. He can lead to the 
Fountain of the Lamb's Blood > (which is the 
Seal of the New Covenant) and by ſprinkling it 
on the Conſcience ®©, purge it from dead Works, 

and make it capable to ſerve the living Gop . a 

Theſe Benefits therefore, are not pecular to the 
Supper, nor abſolutely tied down to this preciſe 
Act; but are common to all divine Rites, when 
the Almighty takes the Work into His own 
Hands. Hence St. Paul puts that Queſtion to 
the Galatians : Recerved ye the SPIRIT by the 
Warks of the Law, or by the hearing of Faith*<? 
Meaning by theſe laſt Words, the Doctrines of 
the. New Teſtament. And as the Supper is found- 
ed on that Doctrine, or is one of its pœitive In- 
junctions, ſo it has its Share in the general Eff;- 
cacy attending the Obſervance of ſuch Duties, 
when the Act is juſtly qualified, 

Bur le{t what has becn hitherto advanced 
ſhould not prove ſo intirely ſatisfactory, as we 
could defire ; and it is evidently a Queſtion of 
no {mall Importance: we will fee, whether we 
cannot z/luſtrate and confirm this Reaſoning, by 
a particular Application of it to ſome One Cha- 
rafter of the Supper. And, becauſe we are 
willing it ſhould have all the Advantage and 
Weight poſſible, we will ſelect that Character, 


a Rom. viii. 16. Zech. xiii. 1. Rev. vii. Is: --: c Heb. 
x. 23. AIbid. ix. 14. © Gal. ili. 2. 
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which conſiders the Communion as the Seal of 
the New Covenant, 

IT has then been ſaid above, that the Act 
it ſelf, ſtrictly taken, ſeals nothing. How does 
this appear? "On this Principle: namely, That 
it is properly no more than a ME an, thro” 
which we have, firſt of all, a View of the 
Things, that have been done for us. And, 
Secondly, by which alſo we reap the Advan- 
tage of this View: Firſt, in the Influence it has 
on our Minds for preſent Comfort : And, Se- 
condly, in the Inpreſjion it may leave with us 
for our future Progreſs in Virtue, It is then 
obſervable from hence, firſt, that the Things 


themſelves are with CHRIST. All actual Be- 


nefits are either what we have in HIM, or what 
have been purchaſed by HiM. And therefore, 
Secondly, That the A is only a Mean procur- 
ing us this Sigg of them for general Uſefulneſs. 
Or, take it in theſe Words: It is not what the 
Ac ztſelf does, nor what we acquire by the 
AF (as to the Benefits themſelves) but it 1s what 
CuRIST has actually done for His People, and 
what we, as Part of His Body, have now a 
Sight of, And the Comfort which ariſes from 
this intellectual View, at preſent ; and the In- 


fluence it has on our whole future Conduct; is 


our Benejit. A Benefit of that Sort, or Claſs, 


which, thro' the Bleſſing of the Almighty, 


ſtands connected with the Uſe of a proper 
Mean *. 


5 See above, p. 13, Oc. 
I HAVE 


* 
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InAvg been the larger here, that is, 
on the Head of Benefits, becauſe I have been 
inclined to think (how juſtly I know 
not) that one great Reaſon of Oppoſition 
to the Plain Account muſt have been, that 
Perſons have but too generally allowed them- 
ſelves to think, that it infringed on the Benefits 
ariſing to the Chri/tian from the Supper. But 
I cannot ſee, what Privileges can be wanting: 
Or where there is Room to complain of Abridg- 
ment, if that be the Complaint, Not but, to be 
quite open, a Saſpicion of this Kind appears to 
me the more wnrea/onable; and therefore, 
ſometimes, makes it a Queſtion with me, whe- 
ther | have not overcharged the Oppoſition ; 
when I recollect, that in Return to an Inquiry, 
concerning © thoſe Privileges or Benefits, which 
& are truly and certainly annexed to this Duty, 
C or implied in it;“ our Author has given his 
Anſwer in theſe Words:“ All that either in 
ce general are promiſed, or naturally belong, to 
e a - ſincere Obedience to any poſitive Com- 
© mands of God, known by us to be ſuch; or, 
in particular, are, in the Nature of the Thing 
« itlelf, implied on this Rite, or reſult from 
n 

Bur I very well know, there are Per- 
ſons /o unhappily educated, that, unleſs you ule 
their particular Phraſeology, they do not un- 


"A 


derſtand you; and are ready to think, you ei- 


ther mean nothing by what you fay ; or if you 


Pag. 153. 
H 2 do, 
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do, that it muſt be ſomething very bad. Theſe 


however, are, by no means Objects of Con- 
tempt, but Pity ; and therefore a benevolent Al- 
lowance is to be made for them. Here is every 
Thing, I imagine, that can be deſired ; only it 
does not happen to be in Heir N ords: but that 
is their Unvapprneſs, and not the Fault of the 
Plain Account: I ſay, every Thing. For, as 
far as 1 can ſce, the Plain Account provides for 
the whole Circle of Benefits ; and that, in many 
Cafes, as has been already obſerved, in expreſs 
Terms. For Inſtance : Here are all the Bene- 


fits, that belong to CurisT's Perſon, His Lite, 


Doctrine and Example ; all that belong to His 
(;3ices ; all that ariſe from His Relations ; the 
Benejits of His Paſſion, and the Benefits of His 
Advocacy. What chen is it, that the warm- 
cit Advocate for {piritual Privileges can yet be 
in Queſt of? Is not this the Subſtance, or Total 
oi his ediatorial Undertakings? * No,” per- 
haps they may ſay, < there is yet one conſider- 
& gable Benefit, that we have heard nothing of ; 
« a Benefit, that we (hall Expect to find, not 
« by Implication or Inference only; but in fo 
© many Words at length. Nothing ſhort of 
ce that Form will give us Satisfaction on the 
« Head.“ And pres what is it? * No leſs 
« Benefit than the Doctrine of divine Influences; 
ce the Operations of the BLESSED SPIRIT. 
c And where is it, that the Plain Account 
gives us the lcaſt Hint of this Energ,? Where 
e does it make any Proviſion for our coming 
« undes this Jfluence? So far from it, that we 


+ may 
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* may demand: Is there not an Opgo/irion 
© made to this Doctrine? Does not the Plain 
& Account abſolutely aſſert the Reverſe?” 1 
own, I am of a d/ferent Opinion mylz elf; and 
imagine, I thall be fo happy, as tO gain the Con- 
currence of the Objector, atier BaviNg gone thro 
theſe two Things; that is to fa 

Fir:T, when I ſhall have laid before him 
thoſe Reaſons, which oblige me to conclude, 
that the Author of the Plain Account allows of 
theſe divine Influences, in rr And, 

SECONDLY, When ! Gill 1 2 have ad- 
duced the ſeveral Princi: les, which make it ap- 
pear, that He cannot: excl: ide 599 Influences 


from having a Shure in the worthy Reception of 


the Supper, in particular. Wherefors, as to 
Tur FORMER of theſe Heads, that is, the 
Reaſons, which oblige me to concinde, that the 
Author allows of thelc divine Influences in gene- 
ral; J have to obſerve as here follows: 
I. He admits the Exi/tence of the or v 
GHosT, or that there is ſuch a divine P van 


Hence the Plain Account not only ſpeaks of the 


SPIRIT in common; but calls Him the Ho: 
Spirit of God, and the blefſed Spirit. But 


'y 

if 
the Exiſlence of the SPIR"T be allox ved. 2nd 
that with theſe eminent Gf atinguiſlit ng. Epithets; 
it is certain that He exiſts to fame End; . ond this 
End not merely to Himfelf, but to the general 
Advantage, Chriſtians: being therefore called 
the SPIRIT of CHRIST, as well as the Spi- 


Pag. 134, — 142. b Rom. vili. 9. 
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NI of GOD. Now this general End is like- 

wiſe admitted by the Plain Account, when it 
ſays: That Gop Himſelf has annexed that 
e Benefit [the Holy Spirit] to the Duty of 
* Prayer,” And tho' the preciſe Meaſure in 
which it is diſpenſed, is left undetermined ; to 
which Purpoſe it farther adds: Whatever the 
* Nature and Degree of it be, according to the 
“ different Ages of the Church, and the vari- 
e ous Neceſſities of Chri/tians®* :” This, how- 
ever, is an expreſs Acknowledgment of the 
Thing, I mean, the SpIRIT Himſelf in His 
beneficial Influences. Nor fo only, but a Con- 
ceſſion by which a conſiderable Compaſs is granted 
to theſe Influences. But with reſpect, more 
particularly, to the great Ends to be produced 
by theſe Influences, they are to be collected, 
not only from His own Nature, as it riles ; at 
leaſt in Part, from the Eprthets above; but 
alſo from theſe Operations, which are aſcribed to 
Him in Holy Scripture, ' Which as they affect 
the Chriſtian, properly ſo called, are ſumma- 
rily included in our being born again, or born of 
the SPIRIT ©. This therefore affects the Mind 
and its Faculties: and from thence, of Conſe- 
quence, the Life and Manners of the Chriſtian. 
But that leads us to ſubjoin, 

II. Tnar the Plain Account farther ac- 
knowledges the moral Fruits or Graces of the 
SPIRIT, as they diſcover themſelves in the 


Rom. viii. 9. dP. 159, 160, © John iii. 3, 5, 6. 
Practice 
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Practice of Virtue and Piety *, But theſe al- 
lowed ; beſides its being a Teſtimony to the 
Exiſtence or Perſonality of the SPIRIT ; it is 
likewiſe a Teſtimony to His internal Influences 
or Operations, by the Argument above. Be- 
cauſe theſe outward Fruits of Virtue and Picty, 
are only the Evidence and Conſequence of an in- 
ward droine Principle m the Renovation of our 
Nature. This is the Root, or Spring, from 
whence they flow, as from a Fountain; agree- 
able to our Lok p- s Repreſentation of this 
Matter“. They have thcir Root or Principle 
from within ; ; as the Effect of a divine Nature 
there implanted by the Operations of the SP1- 
RIT of GoD®, This appears from the very 
Character here given them, when they are call- 
ed the moral Virtues or Graces of the SpIR1IT, 
For, if they are His; if they are to be called 
after His Name ; ; they are then, certainly, His 
Workmenſhip. If the SPIRIT of Gop hath not 
produced them, I fee not upon what Principle 
they can be attributed to Him. And the Man- 
ner in which He produces tem, or the Princi- 
ple from which they ariie, is that, wivch every _ 
Way accords with the Nature and Dignity of 
the reaſonable Creature * : WHICH is that of in- 
forming the Judgment and convincing the Per- 
ſon of the Beauty of theſe Things 1n themſelves; 
and their Fitneſs, boch to the Place he fills in 


Pag. 138, compared with p. 134, and 140, 142. 
b Join vu. 38, 39. Pl. Ac. 139, 142. <2 Pet. L 4. 
See PI. Ac. p. 154. 
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the Scale of intelligent Beings, and his Relation 
to, and Dependence upon the ir Cauſe, In 
Conſequence of which he plainly fees, that 
they have an equal Tendency to advance the di- 
vine Glory, and do Honour to his own particu- 
lar Nature, From which Reaſoning it evident- 
ly follows, that he cannot but make them the 
Object of his Choice, and the lat End of his 
Purſuits. 

THESE then are the twoReaſons, whichl have 
to offer in Favour of the Plain Account, as giv- 
ing a general Teſtimony, both to the Being and 
Influences of the HoLy GHnosr. Let us no-) 
ſee, 

In the next Place, What is to be alledged 
in regard to its particular Influences; and thoſe 
with an immediate Reference to the Inſtitu- 
tion of the Supper. Here then the Reader will 
pleaſe to obſerve the following Particulars : 
namely, 


I, THAT it is the expreſs Doctrine of the 
Plain Account: That Gop will certainly 
„ perform what He has promiſed to every one 
* who partakes of the Lord's Supper worthi- 
te ly.“ But this allowed: we are very well 
aſſured, that One Promiſe of the FATHER, and 
that the fanding Promiſe of the New Teſta- 
ment, is the G of the SP1R1T ; to be conti- 
nued in one Degree or other for the Service 


of the Church to the End of the World ©: all 


a Preface, p. 5. » Luke xxiv. 49. © John 
xiv. 16. 


» 


which, 
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which, as we have ſeen above, is allowed by 
the Plain Account, Now would we know to 
what more general End the Spirit is thus to be 
continued with the Church, we may readily 
inform ourſelves from thoſe Words of our LokD, 
where He fays: He ſhall take of mine, and 
fall ſhew it unto you. This Promiſe, you ob- 
ſerve (explaining the Promiſe of the FATHER) 
was firſt made by our Lok to the Apoſtles, as 
the Repreſentati ves of the Chriſtian Church; but 
in them to all the Members of His myſtical Bo- 
dy, in all ſucceeding Ages to the End of Time. 
But if this be the general Uſe of the Sp1RIT, it 
will, doubtleſs, afford a good Plea, why He 
ſhould be engaged to this preciſe Purpoſe in 
the LokD's Supper, more eſpecially. The Rea- 
ſon is: becauſe the whole Celebration, if wor- 
thily performed, depends on this individual In- 
fluence : taking of the Things of CHRIST, and 
ſbewing them to the pious Communicant. For 
herein it is, that the very Eſſence of this Act, as 
it turns upon our Remembrance of CHRIST and 
what belongs to Him, conſiſts, How are we 
to remember CHRIST, 10 as to enter into His 
various Fulneſs ; otherwiſe than as the Spix Ir 
here makes ule of the Bread and Wine as Me- 
morials to remind us of His Perſon and Sacri- 
ice; and conſequently of all the Fruits that at- 
tend His Obedience and Paſſion? 

IT is by the Inſtitutions of the New Tefta- 
ment Church, that the SPIRIT of Gop ope- 


John xvi, 15. 
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rates; and therefore by This among the reſt. 
For the Promiſe here made by CHRIST, we 
are to remember, as much belongs to, and 
therefore we may ſuppoſe, will be as much 
fulfilled in, one Inſtitution as another ; Regard 
being had to its Nature and Compaſs, Where- 
fore to ſuppoſe the Sp1R1T of Gop no way con- 
cerned to look to the Efficacy of any one Inſti- 
tution ; is to ſuppoſe, the Inſtitutions are ap- 
pointed to no particular End. A Doctrine fo 
far from being countenanced by the Plain Ac- 
count, that it every where aſſerts the contrary. 
But there being herea preciſe End, the Influen- 
ces of the SPIRIT are therefore neceſſary to 
that End. And fo much the more in the Ce- 
lebration of the Supper, as, according to former 
Obſervations, it is, in our Office, a very com- 
plex Service. Tho' it muſt not be forgot, that 
by how much we enlarge the Service, by fo 
much we leſſen the Merit of the ſingle Act of 
Participation : What I intend is : That each 
Part can only have its own Share in the Bene- 


fits produced. Again, 


II. Tux Plain Account tells us in Words at 
length, the Benefit of the SpiRIT is expreſgly 
promiſed to the Duty of Prayer. But if ſo; it 
appears to be equally promiſed to the worthy Ce- 
lebration of the Supper on the Author's own 
Principles. Becauſe he makes Prayer a neceſ- 
ſary Part of the Celebration, where he informs 
us, that Addreſſes of this Kind made by the 
Communicant himſelf to the Almighty, are ſo 
eſſential to the Conſecration of the 1 and 

| ine, 
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Wine, that, without ſuch Addreſſes, all other 


ay Conſecrations that have gone before, will do 
&« Him no Service.“ And this, dobtleſs 18 
true; tho” theſe Addreſſes ſhould only be of the 
mental, or ejaculatory Kind. [And, indeed, I 

here conſider them in ud other Light.] For 
every Prayer, qualified in the Manner contend- 
ed for by the Plain Account, and having the 
Influence there aſſigned it; muſt be of that Na- 
ture, which St. Paul calls praying with the Spi- 
rit, and praying with the Underſtanding : and, 
of Conſequence, no other than the Prayer of 
Faith; ſince that is the Prayer, which is alone 
prevalent to the Purpoſes we are now ſpeak- 
ing of. 

Tur SP1R1T, therefore, being not only a 
general Promiſe, and, for that Reaſon, a Branch 
of the Happineſs belonging to Chriſtians while 
here; but being alſo a particular Promiſe to 
the Duty of Prayer ; and that Duty being an 
eſſential Part of the Celebration: it follows, 
that the Influences of the SP1R1T are as truly 
and fully acknowledged by the Plain Account 
to belong to this Ordinance, as they are to any 
one Inſtitution of the Chriſtian Church: or, as 
it is certain, that they make any Part of the di- 
vine Bleſſings promiſed to ſincere Chriſtians in 
general. Again, 


III. Taxis Doctrine is farther to be charged 


on the Plain Account, both by all the Charac- 


ters that it allows the Sypper to bear, and all 


a Pag. 121, b pf. Ac. p. 131. 
the 
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the Relations in which the Communicant is ſaid 
to ſtand to CHRIST, and, laſtly, by all the 
Diſpoſitions, which it makes neceſſary to the 
regular and acceptable Peiformance of this 
Dey... | | 

Foz let it be aſked, What are the Charac- 
ters under which the Communicant is ſuppoſed 
to partake? Verily, no other than thoſe of a 
Diſciple and Follower of CuRIsT ; a Member 
of His myſtical Body, and a Subject of His ſpi- 
ritual Kingdom *. But the Demand upon this 
is: By what Means is he brought into theſe 
Relations? Or, How is He qualified to act in 
theſe different ſpiritual Capacities ? Where is 
the Power equal to theſe Characters, or capa- 
ble of raiſing them; if the Hol GnosT has no 
Share in the Operation? But as we have be- 
fore proved 4% Infere/? on the Part of the true 
Chriſtian, ſo the Plain Account openly allows 
of all theſe Characters; and therefore confider- 
ing the Communicant in his Light, it mult 
alto conſider him as partaking of all thoſe In- 
fluences, which are neceſſary to conſtitute him 
the Perſon here deſcribed. I mean, the Influ- 
ences of that SPIRIT, which is common to the 
Members with the Head, and fo makes them 
one Body. It is thro' the Influences of this Sp1- 
RIT, that the Relation to CHRIST, as to what 
is called Vital Union, takes Place and ſubſiſts: 
and therefore not to partake of the Influences of 


a See Pl. Ac. Prapeſ. ix. p. 29. and in other ſubſequent 
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the SPIRIT in the Uſe of this Rite, is not to 
partake of it as Members of His Body : The 
contrary to which the Plain Account every 
where aſſerts. 

Tre fame again follows from the Conſider- 
ation of the Diſpoſitions proper to a worthy Re- 
ception ; all attendant upon, or riting from a 
due and jujt Remembrance of CuRisT. Who 
then 1s it, that works this Remembrance in all 
its extenſive Qualifications? If it be certain, that 
we do remember as we ought ; if we have the 
proper Diſpaſitions; if we attend with a ſurtable 
and worthy Frame of Mind; as they are Benefits 
in themſelves: ſo they are Benefits, which 
take their Origin, from a Perſon's Ule of the 
Ordinance under certain ſuperior Influences. 

Ir it be not thus, I hope, I may inſiſt on 
having the Man pointed out to me, who can 
command a ſerous and devout Frame of Mind ; 
a religious and holy Veneration ; a Temper full of 
Gratitude and Foy; of Aqamiration and T hank- 
fulneſs ; in fine, All the Chri/ttan Graces *, at 
Pleaſure : or, at leaſt, upon all fuch Occaſions, 
as may call him to approach the LorD's Table. 
And this any ordinary Man ; b. e any Man 272 
common. Till that is done, I ſec not, but I 
have ſufficient Reaſon to conclude, that theſe 
| ſpiritual Diſpo/itions are from Above. And that, 
as they beſpeak, in every Part of them, the 
true Diſciples of CHRIS; lo they are a a Con- 
lequence of that Union, w hich ſabſilts between 


PZ &. p. 180. 
the 
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the Head and Members, by Virtue of their be- 
ing animated by one and the /ame Sp1R1T, even 
the good SPIRIT of Gop, 

HERE, as the Plain Account obſerves, Faith 
is implied; and that we know is of the Ope- 
ration of GoD's SPIRIT: but if fo, may we 
not ſuppoſe, that by the ſame Inſtrumentality, 
new Promiſes may be made (as the Chriſtians 
Neceeſfities require ;) and that o/d Promiſes may 
be revived ? That our Faith, firſt wrought un- 
der this Influence may alſo be ſtrengthened ; as 
the Grounds upon which we have believed, may 
be farther cleared up and confirmed? That our 
Hope may be enlarged by our acquiring a more 
extenſive View of the Benefits of CugisT's 
Paſſion, and the G/orzes of the upper World? 
That our Joy may be increaſed, as the bleſſed 
SPIRIT, thro' the preſent Inſtitution, may give 
us a more exalted Idea of the Love of Gop ; and 
may ule it as a Means of ſhedding it more plen- 
tifally abroad in our Hearts<? And allo that by 
the ſame Medium, the divine Impreſſions of this 
Love may both tend to engage us in, and 
ſtrengthen us for, the Culture of univerſal 
Righteouſneſs* ? So again, as the Plain Account 
ſpeaks, is it not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that it 
may prove an Antidote againſt Sin; a Means 
to promote the Health of our Souls, and help ts 
nouriſh us up unto eternal Life © ? 


pag. 166, b Col. ii. 12. compared with Gal. v. 22. 
Rom. v. 5. d PI. Ac. p. 162. © Ibid. p. 160, — 
163. 
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In a Word then, in whatſoever Light we con- 
ſider either o s, or the Sacrament of the 
LoRD's Supper, the Preſence of the SPIRIT 
muſt be ſuppoſed : as it makes us what we are 
in a ſpiritual Capacity; as it gives us our Rela- 
tion to CHRIST, and one another; as our Com- 
munion is with the FATHER and with His Sow 
Jesus CHRIST; as it opens to us a View of 
our SAVIOUR, in His Peron and Fulneſs ; as 
the whole Improvement of the Inſtitutiondepends 
on it, whether we fegard it as a Memorial or 
Mean, as a Token or Seal: it cannot anſwer 
theſe Ends, in any Reſpect, but as we are led 
thro' the Bread and Vine; and from thence 
have a View of His Benefits, as Things deſign- 
ed for our Uſe. 

AND, if theſe are not expreſs Declarations, 
they are however ſuch apparent Conſequences, as 
challenge equal Regard in their Application. 
Not but, as I ſaid above, the Plain Account, 
by allowing the ſeveral Characrers and Dijpoſi- 
tions here mentioned; muſt, I apprehend, be 
ſuppoſed to allow that Cauſe, which can alone 
produce the one and render the other truly be- 
neſicial. Tho' if that be not ſufficient, I have 
yet to obſerve, that when the Plain Account 
repreſents our Union and perfect Friendſbip with 
CHRIST as a Conſequence of our partatng 
of the good Spirit of His Goſpel ; it car- 
ries in it, with me, all the Force of an ex- 
preſs Declaration in Favour of the preſent 
Argument, 


Have 
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Have we not then from what has been now 
advanced, a fair Solution of all D:ffculties? A 
full Anſwer to all Scruples on this Part of the 
Argument? By no Means,” may we ſup- 
pole the Ogzedors to reply, * For fo far” will 
they ſay, „is the Author from having any 
* Intentions, like theſe here repreſented ; that 
« he appears to oppoſe theſe Inf{uences in ex- 
&« preſs Terms, where he ſpeaks after this Man- 
e ner:” —*<© And what reaſonable Creature 
« would not be content with Benefits of this 
ce [the moral] Sort, which are always of ſub- 
« ſtantial and laſting Service; without fancy- 
« ing to himſelf Privileges, Co NMunications, or 
* Impreſſions, from Above, &c. 

AND is this produced as an Objeftion from 
the Plain Account to the genuine Influences of 
the HoLy GHOST, as challenging a Place in the 
Supper? Nothing certainly can be more wide; 
as we imagine will evidently appear by what 
we have to ſuggeſt in Anſwer to it; which may 
be conſidered as 

IV. Tur LasT Argument on this Branch 
of the Subject. Becauſe by this Anſwer we 
ſhall have it in our Power to ſhew, that it is 
ſomething - elſe, and not theſe Influences, that 
the Plain Account here oppoſes ; that thoſe Ju- 
fluences which are the real Produce of the Spi- 
rit of Gop, are abſolutely ww:thout Exception ; 
and, laſtly, that to ſuppoſe our Author deſigns 
the Excluſion of theſe in the preſent Paſſage, 


* 
- 
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would be to ſuppoſe them highly inconſiſtent 
with Himſelf, We obſerve then, 

- 1, FiRsT of all, that it is clear to a De- 
monſtration, from the whole Paſſage taken in 
its Connection, that the Influences, here oppoſed 
by the Plain Account, are thoſe, and thoſe on- 
ly, which are 7njurious to moral Virtue ; and 


which therefore, as the Author repreſents, - 


e too often leave the Perſon in a Diſpoſition of 
* thinking meanly of thoſe real and practical 
% Excellencies, which are the true Heighths, 
e and exalted Accompliſhments, of the Chri- 
e ftian Life,” Hence it is, that he but too 
juſtly brings them under that Odium, which 
runs thro* the other Part of the Detcription ; 
where he tells us, that they are ſuch Kind of 
Communications and Influences, as are © never 
0 expreſsly promiſed to this Duty ;”” (for how 
ſhould they, when contrary to its very Genius? 
* never with Certainty to be rightly judged of, 
in any Caſe, often fallacious; (h. e. thoſe 
which are miſtaken for the Influences of the 
SPIRIT ;) * and leaving the Mind, in which 
* the Images of them have been worked up, in 
« a State ſatisfied with what carries no rational 
6 Satisfaction in it,” &c. But if He are the 
Influences, who, pray now, would not readily 
diſcard them? Where is the Chriſtian, who 
muſt not think it his Duty, and make it his daily 
Care, to watch againit ſuch Inpreſſions as theſe ? 
Leſt he belie the HoLy GHOST, and charge 
that to His I-fuences, which is merely the Pro- 
duce of an heated Imagination, or the Efforts of 
Met hi; 
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his own miſguided Affections. Theſe, howe- 
ver (as the Effects fully evince) are the Commu- 
nications and Impreſſions, that the Plain Ac- 
count oppoſes, But it theſe; they are manifeſt- 
ly ſuch, as are foreign to the preſent Argument. 
Wherefore we go on by repreſenting farther : 
2, IT is then certain, for the Reaſons juſt 
given, that what are here deſcribed cannot be 
any of thoſe Influences, which have the 8pIRIT 
of Gop for their Author ; ſuch being abſolutely 
above Exception: not only as they apparently 
fall in with the general Defign of all Inſtitutions; 
but as they ſerve that particular Uſe, which the 
Plain Account every where ingrafts on 5/15 Or- 
dinance : namely, Amendment of Life, and the 
Practice of Virtue, But if the Caſe be of this 
Sort; it is certain, that ſuch Influences are fo 
far from meeting with any Oppoſition from the 
Plain Account ; that there is nothing, which 
it either more openly countenances, or more 
ſtrongly enforces. The Propriety of this Rea- 
ſoning will appear, when it is conſidered: that 
the Influences, we are now contending for, are 
ſuch, as are founded in the Nature of the pre- 
ſent Act of Remembrance, as a religious Duty; 
ſuch, as flow from a Ser/e of the Love of Gop, 
and the Grace of our Lox D JzsUs CHRIST ; 
' ſuch, as attend that Difference, which the pi- 
ous Communicant makes between the Elements, 
as Symbols of the Body and Blood of CHRIST; 
and Bread and Wine made uſe of at an ordina- 
ry Entertainment : Emotions of Thankfulneſs 
and Joy ; Impreſſions of Love and . 
— at 
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that riſe from a View of the numerous Benefits, 
which reſult from the Perſon and Paſjion of our 
SAV1OUR: And are therefore, of courſe, ſuch 
as influence the Heart, and better the Life of the 
Chriſtian ; by this means terminating preciſely 
in thoſe moral Virtues and Graces, which the 
Plain Account fo juſtly contends for. It being 
certain, as our Author very judiciouſly obſerves, 
that Zheſe are the Standard by which we are to 
judge of every Affection and every Impreſſion * : 
according to what our Lord ſays; Ye ſhall 
| know them by their Fruits*, The Queſtion 
therefore, in order to form a true Judgment in 
this Caſe, is: What is Heir Tendency ? For, 
if they are of the ri2ht Kind, theſe two diftin- 
guiſbing Marks will never be wanting: namely, 
Lowlineſs of Mind, and Purity of Manners, 
If they come from the good SP1R1T of Gop, 
they muſt tend to make us lie, HIM: and 
therefore lead to all the Fruits of moral Obe- 
dience. And in order to let us fee, that zheſe 
Fruits, if duly qualified, muſt come from the 
SPIRIT; and therefore, that the Influences of 
this SPIRIT are always neceſſary, more or leſs ; 
the Author of the Plain Account expreſsly al- 
lows the Benefit of the SPIRIT to the differen? 
Ages of the Church; but if fuccefively to Chri- 
ſtians in general, then, without doubt, to every 
| Inſtitution of the Church; and therefore, again, 
of Conſequence, to this among the reſt ; as a 
fanding Ordinance © But then, 


Fag. 145, 159, 179, er paſim, Matth. vii. 16. 
© Plain Account, p. 15, 10. 
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3. LasTLY, Not to admit the State here 
given of theſe Influences of the SPIRIT, and our 
Application of them to the Uſe of the Plam 
Account; is no other, in Fact, than to ſet the 
Plain Account at Variance with itſelf. The 
Reaſons for which are, not only becauſe the 
Author has already allowed the Being of theſe 
Influences in general; but the Neceſſity of their 
particular Preſence to the due Celebration of 
the Supper, as it involves the Duty of Prayer *. 

HAvix then, as I apprehend, by what 
has been now faid, not only returned a full 
Anſwer to the Objection here laſt ſtarted ; but 
alſo made it appear, that the Plain Account is 
ſo far from excluding the Influences of the bleſ 
ſed SPIRIT, that our Author evidently allows 
their Preſence in a worthy Celebration of the 
Supper: What remains but that I turn to the 
Objectors themſelves, and take the Liberty of 
putting a free Queſtion or two? For inſtance : 


2 Tt will perbaps be thought ſtrange, that I ſhould introduce 
this as an Argument here, and above, at p. 106, Sc. when our 
Author expreſsly declares, that Prayer is not neceſſary in the 
Act of Participation [p. 160.] I very well know it, and yet 1 
have preſumed on this Step: Firſt, becauſe I have been ready to 
ſuſpect, that there may be ſome Ground for a Concluſion of this 
Kind, on a Compariſon of the ſeveral Paragraphs referred to in 
the Marginal Note, at p. 3 of this Piece: the particular Exami- 
nation of which is reſerved for a Place in the Appendix. It is a 
Suſpicion with me. And then, Secondly, becauſe I have been 
willing to ſappoſe, that our Author may only intend to exclude 
previous ſet Prayer, and not that, which is merely ejaculatory, 
or mental, However, if, upon a future Diſcuſſion of Matters, it 
ſhall appear, that I have been wrong in my Conjectures; this 
b apa be ftruck out : in which Caſe, there will, how- 
ever, be enough to ſupport what J am aiming at in the preſent 
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Whether they have not Ingenuity enough to 
confeſs, that they are obliged to concur with 
me in this Point as well as the ref? And whe- 
ther on gaining %s Point, they do not begin 
to think more favourably of the Plain Ac- 
count? And contrary to former Pre poſſeſſians, 
ſtand, at laſt, convinced, that it is a Work 
of a mich larger Extent, taken in all its Parts, 
I mean, as to the AF and Objea, the Aﬀec- 
tions and Benefits; than they had hitherto been 
taught to think, or could even allow them- 
{elves to ſuſpect ? 


'7he Summary, or Recapitulation, 


E fee then from what has been ſaid, 
that the Sacrament of the Log D's S- 


per, taken in its pure Scriptural State, lies in a 
very narrow Compats; as the Plain Account 
juſtly repreſents. That the Sub/tance of the 
Rite is the eating Bread and drinking Wine, 
firſt canſecrated and delivered by the Prieſi; 
and that the Manner, in which the Communi- 
cant is to make the above-mentioned Uſe of the 
Elements, conſiſts in a due Retroſpection on 
Cu R IST, or the calling HiM up fo Remem- 
brance, in lis Perſon and Undertakings ; as 
the Things deſigned to be exhibited by thoſe 
Figurative Repreſentations. It is alſo farther 
evident, that /s Remembrance, of our blei- 


2 Pag. 22. and 107. 
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ſed SAv1ouR is to be accompanied with the 
Exerciſe of proper Affectious, and that to pro- 
duce and ſupport theje Affections, it is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, that the Communicant be acquaint- 
ed with the Perſon and Character of our Lok D; 
the Things that He has done and ſuffered ; and 
the Reaſons, which induced Him to undertake 
ſo arduous a Tatk, Again, That %s Know- 
leage and theſe Affections are of the very Eſſence 
of the Act, or are requiſite to give it Subſiſtence. 
Becauſe, where they are not pre- ſuppoſed, no 
ſuch Recollection of CHRIST, or Reverence for 
for Him, can poſſibly take Place. That the 
Tranſition from hence to the Fruits of His 
mediatorial Character and Paſſion is very natu- 
ral: becauſe we cannot remember W Ho He is, 
and War He has done; but we muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity be led to inquire into the Benefits, which 
reſult, as well from the Conſtitution of His Per- 
ſon, as the whole Syſtem of His Undertakings. 
From whence again, it yet farther appears, 
that the bare Uſe of the Sacrament, is at no 
rate to be conſidered as the Production of theſe 
Benefits; but only as an occafional Means of 
reviving the Memory of them on the Mind of 
the Chriſtian : and likewiſe, that the partał- 
ing of the Bread and Wine is not that, which 
produces or gives Exiſtence to any one, much 
leſs to all the Chri/tzan Graces in the Breaſt of 
the Communicant, [Becauſe theſe are to be 
ſuppoſed already implanted, prior to his Com- 
munion ; otherwiſe he cannot be a Perſon qua- 
liſied ts partake at the Lox p's Table. But the 
Ule of the Sacrament may be conſidered as a 

MAN, 
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Mx An, under Gop, for putting theſe Graces 
into Exerciſe, Every Thing relative to our Sal- 
vation, whether externally in the Paſſion of 
Cnar1sT, or internally in the Renovation of our 
Nature; is to be looked upon as effected before 
his coming to the Table, For which Reaſon 
his communicating gives Being to nothing, 
But as it begets in him a renewed Apprebenſion 
of the Benefits of his SaviouR's Paſſion, on 
the one hand; ſo it opens every Spring of 
Gratitude and Joy, Affiance and Comfort, on 
the other*, Hence therefore, I cannot but 
think with the Plain Account, that thoſe, who 
expect ſuch Benefits from the Supper, as are to 
be met with in no other Chriſtian Rite (the 
Pleaſure and Confidence, that ariſe from having 
bonoured CHRIS in this particular Ordinance, 
alone excepted® ;) in Reality, expect that from 
it, which our Lord, the great Inſtitutor, never 
deſigned to put into it, For it ſeems clear to 
me, as the Reſult of every Inquiry I have been 
capable of making on the Subject; that the 
peculiar Advantage of the Supper is not, that it 
has any new Benefits to communicate ; but that 
it is actually (in its Reference to CHRIST, as 
we before obſerved) a Comprehen/ion of all ſpiri- 
tual Bleſſings in general: and ſeems therefore 
inſtituted, in Reſpect to the Chriſtian, merely ; 
that by his atttending on this one Inſtitution of 
the New Teſtament Church, he may have an 


Opportunity of taking a comprehenſive View 


* Plain Account, p. 155, 156, pf. exix. 6, 
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of his numerous ſpiritual Prerogatives. By 
which Means it not only becomes an Ordinance 
for the adminiſtring preſent divine Conſolation 
to the Communicant z * but naturally tends to 
« revive and keep alive in his Mind all ſuch 
« Thoughts, Diſpoſitions, and Tendencies, as 
« are proper to work upon the Conduct of is 
c whole Life. 

THis, as a brief and clear Repreſentation of 
the Matter (being the whole Relative to the 
Inſtitution) has been wiſely and piouſly ſuggeſt- 
ed by the Author of the Plain Account; with a 
Deſign no leſs benevolent, than that of deliver- 
ing ſerious and tender Minds from that ſpiritual 
Bondage, into which they may have been un- 
happily thrown by the elaborate Explications 
of ſome other Divines. For as Perſons, on the 
one hand, have deſcribed the Sacrament itſelf 
in ſuch Terms, as would lead one to think, that 
they almoſt, if not altogether, intended the Com- 
municant to look upon it as a repeated Offering 
of the Body of CHRIST ; particularly, where 
they have called it [as with the Catholics] © a 
« real Sacrifice of CHRIST's Body; offered by 
« the Prieſt, in this holy Ceremonyb:“ ſo they 
have contended on the other, for ſuch a Sort of 
Preſence in the Elements, as tho' ſpiritual, 
comes very near, if not fully to the Doctrine 
of Conſubſtantiality. I ſay, as there are Perſons 
who have taken theſe Meaſures, the unhappy 
Conſequence has been, that they have both 


© Pl. Ac. p. 156. Þ Ibid. p. 26. 
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frighted ſome tender Minds from an Attempt of 
approaching the Table; and have made others 
believe, that their Neglect in this Point, was, 
in a Sort, to incur their own Damnation, Fall- 
ing by this Means, into one or other of theſe 
Evils, that they have either exhibited the Sup- 
per, as an Inſtitution of Terrour ; or elſe have 
virtually put it in the Room of CHRISTH Him- 
ſelf. | 
FROM which laſt Practice too, this farther 
Inconvenience has been obſerved to ariſe : that, 
on this m:ſtaken Principle, they have been gene- 
rally very fond of hurrying young People, in par- 
ticular (tho' we might ſay, Perſons, in general) 
to the Communion: giving them but too much 
Room to conclude from their Behaviour in this 
Article, that the very Participation of the Sup- 
per was to operate as a Kind of Charm: or, 
that they had the ſame Things to expe& from 
this Angle Act, as from the Paſſion of our SA- 
VIOUR, and the Practice of univerſal Righte- 
ouſneſs. 
THr1s, I apprehend, is coming very near 
that Uſe, which the Catholics make of the 
Hot: and tho' I am very ſenſible, it is not 
really deſigned, is, however of dangerous Ten- 
dency. As it muit needs give us orong Ideas 
of the Nature and End of this Inſticution, 
which is ot to ſave us; but only to give us a 
Proſpect of the May in which we are ſaved: by 
calling CHRIST to our Remembrance, and giv- 
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ing every pious Affection that Exerciſe, which 
may determine the Communicant for moral 
Obedience. | 

In a word therefore, the Excellency of the 
Plain Account is briefly this: That as it pre- 
ſerves the true Uſes of the Supper intire, on the 
one hand; ſo it effectually guards againſt every 
fatal Extreme, on the other. By this Means 
recommending Chr:/tzanity in its own native 
Luſtre, equally ſtript of Þztricacy and Terrour*: 
and making us in love with Virtue, both as it 
does Honour to CHR1sT, our Maſter ; and is 
the beſt external Proof of our being His real 
Diſciples and Followers, 


The Concluſion. 


ND thus I have given the Reader my 

View of the Doctrine of the Sacrament, 

in Conſequence of the Light in which it ap- 
peared to me from the Plain Account. And to 
make it as clear as poſſible, that the Letter of 
Holy Writ punctually concurs with this State 
of the Subject; I have exhibited the ſeveral 
Parts of which it is made up, as near as I could, 
in the very Language of Scripture. And yet, 
farther, to prove, at the ſame Time, that there 
is a perfect Agreement between the Doctrine 
of Holy Scripture in this Article, and the Re- 
preſentations made upon it in the Plain Account, 


See PI. Ac. Preface, ſub init. & finem, 
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Plain AccouNnT, Sc. 123 


] apprehend, it is eaſy to hrs that, on the 
pretent State of Things, there appears to be a 
firiet Connection between the ſeveral Parts of the 
Argument on which that Treatiſe proceeds : 
ſuch as the Obzeft to be remembered; the Na- 
8 of that Af, and che Afet7ons proper to 
both the Aci jeff, and the Affections which 
eee it, being abſolutely dependant on 
our Acquaintance with CHRIST, as the Perſon 
on whom they terminate. 
Nor but the Juſtneſs of the preſent Repre- 
ſentation might likewiſe be argued from that 
general Principle of our Author, obſervable 
thro' the whole Piece; wherein he aſſerts the 
Neceſſity of Faith and Repentance, in order to 
the acceptable Diſcharge of every Chri/tiar: Du- 
ty. But if Faith and Repentance are neceſſary 
to all Chriſtian Duties in common; their Ne- 
ceſlity to the due Celebration of the Supper na- 
turaily follows. But what is Forth in the Chri- 
tian, other than that Grace or Vitue which deals 
with the Perſon and Undertakings of ]esvs, as 
the Mess1an? And what is Repentance, but 
the turning from dead Works to ſerve the living 
and true GoD, under the Influence of that 
Faith? For which Reaſon, as his leads us to 
humble ourſelves under a Senſe of our Sins; fo 
the other includes the Exerciſe of every graci- 
ous Affection, that a Review of the Perſon and 
Death of our Sa viouk can inſpire. But if the 
Exerciſe of theſe Affections, as Chri//ran Gra- 
ces, is ſecured; it unavoidably follows, that 
our SAVIOUR mult be &rown, and conſequent- 
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ly, treated in this Ordinance, in ſuch Manner 
as we have here repreſented, and that the Plain 
Accoun? favours this Repreſentation, is evident 
from that Part of it, which inculcates the Pre- 
ſence of every Chriſtian Affection: the Nature 
and Reaſon of thoſe Affections carrying thus 
much along with them. 

I canxnoT ſee therefore, but that when the 
Account is taken in its whole Compaſs, it very 
well tallies with all that is neceſſary to enter 
the Character of a real Chrittian, and to do 
proper Honour to the Perſon of our bleſſed S a- 
VIOUR. Becauſe it appears in this connected 
View, not only to come up to all that our 
Lord deſigned by the Inſtitution of the S 
pen; but alſo to every Thing the Scriptures 
make neceſlary to the Diſcharge of the higheſt 
Act of Devotion, 

Ir it be infinuated, that I have made too free 
with the Doctrine of the Plain Account, by the 
Introduction of ſeveral Particulars not there- 
in expreſily mentioned ; and therefore, that | 
have produced a 5 upplement, rather than a De- 


fences : 1 muſt afk the Objefor's Pardon. For 


if the Particulars he here refers to, are ſuch 
as thall appear fairly implicd in that Work; it 
is ſuflicient toanſwer myPurpoſe. And very well 
aſſured I am, that the Author of the Plain Ac- 
count is too great a Maiter of Argument not to 
be ſenſible, that the /eadrng Principles of that 
Treatiſe neceſſarily terminate in the preſent De- 

ductions. And that, as They are his Conſequer- 


ces, ſo they are proper ly a Part of his Book. 
The 
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The obvious Concluſion from which, is, that 
what is here offered is properly a Comment in 
its Vindication, It is, however, alone on Yhrs 
Preſumption (J mean, that there is an abſolute 
Connection between the leading Principles ofthe 
Plain Account and the Inferences I have here 
made from them) that I have taken upon me, 
not only to become a Party in the preſent Con- 
troverſy ; but alſo, that I have ventured to 
affirm with the Freedom made uſe of in the 
Title, 

Ir, notwithſtanding, it ſhould be found 
(contrary to what I hope on the Subject) that I 
have, in any Part of this Defence, miſtaben, or 
miſrepreſented the Author of the Plain Account: 
I promiſe you, I have done it ignorantiy, and 
not with Deſign. For I could no more allow 
myſelf wittingly to abuſe His Senſe; than I 
could attempt to ih on my Reader. I have 
aimed at Truth throughout : and the Truth as 
exhibited in the Plain Account, ſo far as I un- 
der ſtood it. And I have not been wanting in 
any Attention, that might enable me to form a 
right Judgment i in the Premiſes. 

WHEREFORE What is to be met with in 
theſe few Sheets, is no other than a public 
Tender of thoſe Principles, which have proved 
fatrsfaftory to myſelf on this Queſtion : deſign- 
ed for the Service of ſuch, who may either la- 
bour under the ſame Scruples, that I once did; 
or be inclined to proſecute an Enquiry on this 
Subject. It there are any, who think drferently, 

all 
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all that I have to requeſt is, that, as wwe now 
fee thro' a Glaſs darkly, and therefore know but 
in part; they would exerciſe the /ame Tndul- 
gence towards me, in caſe of Miſtakes ; which I 
am ready to exerciſe towards others under the 
like Circumſtances. | 


2 x Cor. iii. 


THE END. 
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S the Reader, I imagine, cannot but ob- 
ſerve, from what has been here ſug- 
geſted ; that I have been very impartial in mak- 
ing the Defence of the Plain Account: fo, I 
perſuade myſelf, it will be Matter of Offence to 
none, who have Truth only at Heart ; that I 
am now equally open in propoſing my Di i- 
culties on the Subject, I have then three 
Queſtions to make, of which 
Tux FirsT is, Whether to the due Celebra- 
tion of the Supper, is there not ſomething ne- 
ceſſary on the Part of the Miniſter, as well as 
on the Part of the Communicant? 
THE Occaſion of this Difficulty is, that I 
. have not been able to inform myſelf from the 
Wain Account, that it makes any expreſs Decla- 
ration in this Matter, or that it devolves any 
particular Service on the Miniſter, as proper to, 
or making a Part of the Communion : whereas 
I have been always uſed to think, that there 
were, in Reality, 720 d:ftin& Branches of the 
Ordinance; the one belonging to the Miniſter, 
the other, to thePeople ; and therefore the one as 
neceſſary as the other, to a due and worth Cele- 
bration, Now the general Reaſons, which have 
led me into this Way of thinking have been, 
J. IHA T 
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I. Tu Ar the Supper is an Inſtitution of the 
Chriſtian Church, 

II. THaT CHRIST has appointed the pro- 
per Officers to take Care of His Inſtitu- 

tions. And therefore 

III. Tu Ar not to preſerve to the Miniſter 
what really belongs to him on this Set- 
tlement, is both to diſturb that Order, 
which CHr1sT has appointed in His 
Church ; and to deſtroy the Dependance, 
which there is between the ſeveral 
Members of Chriſtian Society. 

Tux particularReaſons, which have occurred 
on this Queſtion have been theſe two. 

I. FI RSH the Example of CHRIST, in tak- 
ing the Bread [and fo as to the Cup] ſpeaking 
good Words of Praiſe and Thank/g1ving War 
it; breaking it; and giving it to His Diſciples : 
which ſeveral Actions, 1 have been uſed to 
look upon, as a „ict Precedent for thoſe, who 
ſhould be appointed to miniſter for Him in 
holy Things to the End of Time. And then 

II. gon DLY, the Contents of His Injunc- 
tion in thoſe Words, THa1s po: being a Direc- 
tion, as I have been ready to think, not only to 
the Communicants, that they ſhould eat Bread 
and drink Wine, in folemn Commemoration of 
their Maſter ; but alſo to His Miniſters, that 
they ſhould firſt take the Elements ; then pre- 
pare them for Uſe by 6% ing [Gop] and, 


laſtly, diſtribute, or give them out to the 


People, 
F THE 
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Tur Amount therefore of the preſent Que- 
ſtion is only this: Whether the Mini/ter is to 
bear any Part in the preſent Service, neceſſary 
to a regular and worthy Communion : or whe- 
ther the N hole is to be left to be tranſacted by 
the Communicant himſelf: that is, whether he 
is to tate the Elements; to ſpeak good Words 
ovet them ; to break the Bread, and pour out 
the Wine ; and then to eat the one, and drink 
the other, whenever he pleaſes ; and either in 
public or private. This for our Fir/t Queſtion : 
the next, or | 
SECOND, ſtands thus: Whether is Prayer 
neceſſary to the due Celebration of the Supper, 
or not ? 

Ou Author's Silence on the preceding 
» Queſtion, neceſſarily leads to the preſent. Be- 
cauſe, had there been any Part of the Service 
expreſsly devolved on the Miniſter, as a Branch 
of the Communion ; we ſhould, at once, have 
known, that Prayer muſt have become his 
Province. Our Author, indeed, ſpeaks of 
&« other Conſecrations ;” meaning ſuch as are 
diſtin& from what he calls by that Name in re- 
ference to the Communzicant : but then by the 
Influence he aſcribes, to what the Communicant 
is ſuppoſed to perform in this Affair, he by no 
means ſeems to make theſe other Conjecrations 
neceſſary. This for the Origin of the Queſti- 
on. The Principles, which I go upon, in ſup- 
poſing ſomething of this kind neceffary, and 
that, as appears to me, by Allowances in the 
Plain Account to this Purpoſe ; riſe from a 


KK Com- 


2» APPENDIN. 


Compariſon of the ſeveral References made in 
our firſt marginal Note, p. 3. which muſt 
therefore be tranſcribed, before we can form 
any Judgment in the Premiſes. We will then 
take them in the Order, in which they there 
ſtand, and make our Reflections upon them, 
as they ſeverally preſent. 

I. Ir appears then, in the FI RSr Place, by 

. 11 — 13 and p. 33. That our LoRD 
took Bread and bleſſed [Gop] or, gave Thanks : 
and ſo as to the Cup: meaning, as the Plain 
Account ſhews, that he gave Praiſe or Thanks ; 
or, that He ſpake Words of Praiſe and Thank/- 
giving to GoD over the Bread and Wine. Here 
then we obſerve' this Fact: That Words of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving were ſpoken by 
CnRIST : and therefore, we may ſuppoſe, are 
{till to bs ſpoken by ſomebody. And here, 
becauſe we will not interfere with the pre- 
ceeding Queſtion, we will ſuppoſe, that they are 
to be ſpoken by the Communricant, But then, 

II. SEconDLY, We have it to aſk upon 
this, whether theſe good Words are abſolutely 
euchariſtical, b. e. only of the Thankſgiving 
Kind; or, whether they farther include any 

Thing like Prayer, Now that ſomething of 

this Quality muſt be intended, ſeems evident 
to me, | 

1. FIRST, from the Nature of the Thing; 
becauſe here muſt be Confecration. And, as the 
Text ſays, every Creature of Gon — is ſancti- 
fed by the Word of Gop|'s Bleſſing upon it] and 
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by Prayer (put up for that Blefling*.) And 


again, 


2. THis appears to be allowed by the Plain 
Account, 

1. FIRST, from what our Author ſuggeſts 

in the Words following: namely, «That by 
te the cor“ Prayer, uſed in our public Service, 
e before the partaking of the Bread and Wine; 
« we are led to acknowledge ourſefves, not 
te worthy in ourſelves to be favourably received 
« by Gop; and yet to pray that we may per- 
« form the Duty, we are now going about, So, 
as that jt may be of Advanare to us *.” | But 
if we may pray to the Act, why not in it ?] 
And again, 

2. FROM what lie ſays concerning the Act 
of perſonal Appropriation in the Communicant: 
At the Inftant of delivering the Bread, He |the 
Miniſter] puts you in Mind of your Duty to cat 
this Bread in Remembrance of Chriſt's Death. 
And ſo as to the Cup. To theſe Words there- 
fore, adds the Plain Accont, attend with an 
undiſturbed and fincere Application of Mind; and 
you will !mavoidably make it your own AT, and 
ſay within yourjelf, „ gat this Bread” [there- 
fore, I apprehend, in the very Act of eating, 
That, ſurely, is the Defign of the V/ords here, 
I eat this Bread] © for that Purpoſe only, for 
« which it is deſigned ; ; in a religious Remem- 
% brance of CHR1sT's Body broken; and of that 

_« Death of His, waich by this Action Chri- 


. $30 W. &::0 p. 79. 
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&« ſtians are required to ſhew forth, till his 
t coming again: and afterwards, to the ſame 
Purpoſe on taking the Cup : © 1 drink this 
. eh mentally again. But 
then farther, 

3- WHar determines this Action to be of 
the precatory Kind is, not only that the above 
Declaration is manifeſtly an Appeal to Heaven, 
to be Witneſs to what the Communicant is 
about, in order to make it a religious Remem- 
broxce : ; but alſo, becauſe the Plain Account 
pita: aſcribes to it the intire Uſe and Efj- 

cacy of Prayer, by telling us: That * this 
« perſonal Appropriation can alone make this 
« Rite of any Benefit to a Believer, by mak- 
< ing it acceptable to God. It is, continues 
our Author, © if I may uſe the Word, a Sort 
te of Conſecration of them, which is the Duty 
« of every Communicant himſelf; and TONE 
„ which all other Canſecrations that have gone 
e before, will do him no Service at all, It is 
« as alone, who muſt, by his own inward 
b Thought, and Application of his Mind to 
te the Remembrance of Chriſt, make this Bread 
c and this Wine different to himſelf from 
« Bread and Vine taken at a common Meal.“ 
But this brings us to another Branch of the 
preſent Queſtion: namely, 

HI. Wu Ar concerns the Time, on which this 
Prayer or Confecration is to take place, Now 
it is very plain from all the Repreſentations, 


A 


„Pag. 119, 120. b Ibid. p. 121, 


that 


that we have yet had before us from the Pluin 
Account, that it is allowed to be in Uſe, not 
only before, but even to the Act of Participa- 
tion. We ſee the Elements in the Communi- 
cant's Hands ; nay, we attend them to his very 
Lips with this perſonal Appropriation, this par- 
ticular Conſecration, attending. And is this, 
then, to be the Boundary? A very nice 
Di/tinfron, indeed! And not only what, 
I apprehend, is more than neceſſary ; but even 
more than what the Plain Account itſelf con- 
tends for. The Paſſage, which I have in view, 
is couched in theſe Words: "That to eat Zhis 
% Bread and drink his Wine, as becomes 
« Chriſtians, in a religious Remembrance of 
* Chriſt's Death, may be made a juſt Ground 
of praying to God — that thus partaking” 
(therefore praying in the partaking) © of them 
in Obedience to our Maſter — we may by 
te the fincere Performance of his Part of our 
e Chriſtian Duty, be led to the Practice of 
te that univerſal Righteouſneſs, to which Chri- 
* ſtianity ſtrictly obliges us, Tc. 

I, indeed, readily confeſs, that praying is 
neither the eating Bread, nor the drinking Wine; 
b. e. it is no Part of either of thoſe Actions. 
Nevertheleſs, I cannot fee, why it may not at- 
tend them; why it may not be preſent in and 
with them: which is only ſaying, why this 
perſonal Appropriation, and this peculiar Conſe- 

cration, may not be continued thro' the whole 


a Pag. 117. 


Uſe 
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Uſe of the Bread and Vine. And this eſpe- 
cially, when it is conſidered, that all, that is 
ſuppoſed to take place here, is merely the Waft 
of a Defire to Heaven ; the Aſcent of the Heart 
in an humble, precatory Thought. For as to 
fet Forms of Prayer, multiplied and extended, 
by the Pleaſure of the Pieſcriber ; it is certain, 
as the Plain Account obſerves, that they cannot 
but be 4di/{inf from the Act of Participation; 
tho” they may very properly, and moſt uſefully 
to ourſelves, be retained both before and after 
the Act of Participation *. . But the Caſe is not 
the ſame here; I mean, in that Prayer, which 
is purely mental or ejaculatory. This ſeems to 
ſtand intirely on the fame Foot with that paſ- 
ſionate Exclamation of the Man, Father of him 
who had a dumb Spirit, recorded by St. Mark : 
LosrD, I believe, help thou my Unbelief ®. So, 
„LI remember, Lord, heip ine to remember 
« worthily.” And again: I am thankful, 
% Lord, enable me to be ſo throughout.” 
Ad al, Let it be con ſidered, that the Re- 
membrance proper to the Supper, is a Remem- 
brance of CHRIST, as our Head, our Lord and 
Maſter. But if fo, is it not a Remembrance, at 
the ſame Time, of our Dependance upon Him? 
A Remembrance, that we are 404k in ourſelves, 
and therefore want Strength from him? A 
Remembrance, of courſe, that will neceſſarily, 
while it continues, (and that ought to be thro 
the whole Act of Participation lead us to ſol- 


a Pag. 160. b Ch. ix. 


licit 
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licit preſent Supplies at His Hands? © I re- 
« member; Lord, help me to do it worthily.“ 
This mental Prayer may therefore, ſurely, be al- 
lowed a Place. And, by this means it will 

connect what the Plain Account ſuppoſes the 
Communicant to ſay after the Act of Partici- 


% patien; partly in the Form of a Declaration, 


and partly in the Form of a Prayer: Page 122, 

Sc. Nay, truly, what is made precatory here; 

may, for the Sub/ance of it, as far as I ſee, be 
made precatory before, or even in the Act ina 
mental Way. Or, it that be thought better, the 
Whole of it may be conſidered as one conti- 
nued Act of peritonal Appropriation, peculiar 
Conſecration and Prayer; begun b2fore the tak- 
ing the Elements; preſerved through the Uſe of 
them; and continued after their Uſe: all in- 
vigorated by the Principle of Remembrance act- 
ing upon CHRIST, and therefore giving the 
Communicant a View both of his Necefitzes 


and Obligations; and leading him to pray for 


every agreeable Diſtribution. 

ALL, I think, that remains to be farther 
obſerved, neceſſary to clear the preſent Inquiry, 
is, that I acquaint the Reader wich the Regen 
on which I ſuppoſe our Author intends oniy the 
Excluſion of particular ſer Forms of Prayer. 
And it is this: becauie, I apprehend, that he 
puts Prayer, in this Place, on the ſame Foot- 
ing, on which he puts Thank/5:4ing ; equally 
excluding both of the jane Kind, from having 
Part in the Effence of this Inſtitution Where- 


Pi. Ae. p. 174. 
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as I am humbly of Opinion, that this can on- 
ly hold good of verbal, diffuſe Thankſpiving by 
Forms, or Extempore Effufion ; and not of that 
which is purely mental : becauſe, if Thankſgiv- 
ings of this /a/t Sort be not attending or preſent ; 
I cannot ſee, how the Remembrance can be ſuit- 
ably qualified as to Thankfulne/s : or, how the 
Act of Participation can be, as it certainly 
ought to be, duly eucbariſtical. It appearing 
to me, therefore, that verbal Thankſgiving only 
is excluded, and that our Anthor couples 
Prayer with it, and puts both on the ſame Iflue ; 
I ſuppoſe, that %u, ſet Prayer only, and 
not ſuch as is barely mental, is deſigned to be 
excluded. 

THr1s State of Things, if admitted, brings 
the whole Queſtion to a Point, and enables us 
to apply it in Favour of the Preſence of the 
HoLy SPIRIT, as annexed to Prayer, in the 
Act of Participation; agreeable to Obſervati- 
ons above, at Page 106, and 116. For then 
the Argument will ſtand thus: Conſecration, we 
obſerve, is allowed neceſſary to a worthy Recep- 
tion of the Lord's Supper; there can, however, be 
no Conſecration without Prayer; nor any Prayer 
available to that Parpoſe without the SpIRIT. 
But if the SpIRIIT be promiſed to Prayer, and 
there is here that Prayer which conſecrates; and 
this Conſecration is plainly continued by the Act 
of perſonal Appropriation, not only to, but even 
in the Uſe of the Elements; it then follows of 
courſe, that the Preſence of the SpIRI is ne- 
ceſſary to give that perſonal Appropriation the 


Nature 
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Nature of Conſecration ; and that, as this Con- 
fecration is preſerved thro the whole Act, there 
is, at once, the intire Vrtue and Efficacy of 
Prayer attending the Communion ; and, conſe— 
quently, the continued Influence of that SPIRIT, 
which is promiſed to Prayer, and can alone 
make Z7hat Service, tho' barely mental, the 
Prayer of Faith. I come now to 

THE THIRD, and laſt Queſtion, which is 
this: Whether can a Perſon partake wworthily in 
the Supper, and yet not partake of, or have 
Title to, all the Benefits of Cur15T's Life and 
Death? This is founded on what occurs in 
Page 143 and 144 of the Plain Account. 

Now the Reaſen of this Difficulty with me 
lies here: namely, 

Tnar I have ſuppoſed every true Chriſtian 
to have acrua Property in all the above Benefits. 
And again, that no Perſon, who is not a true 
Chriſtian, can be qualified to partake worthly 
in the Supper. In which State of the Caſe, it 
is not, as the Plain Account juſtly repreſents, 
the Performance of this jingle Af of Obedience | 
that gives the real Chriſtian Inter: in all the 
Benefits of Cu R1sT's Life and Death; but it is 
becauſe he is already, as a rc Chriſtian, poſſe 1 
ſed of this Intereſt, that he has a proper Right 
to partake in this Ordinance. 


n Oz, we may put the Queſtion thus: 


of WHETUER can a Perſon partake as 3 
e- Child of GoD, and, at the Time of his Parti- 
he cipation, be adtually in the Favour of Gp 
re and yet, afterwards, both 7% that Relation, 
L and 


. 
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and be intircly ſeparated from the Love of GOD 

Wu Ax gives Riſe to bs Form of the Queſ- 
tion, may be found by comparing the follow- 
ing Pages of the Plain Account : namely, the 
87, 88, 131, and 156. 

Here I have been uſed to think in the 
Manner following: It is very certain, that Ge 
Evidence or viſible Claim of a true Chriſtian 
to this Relation with the Almighty, may be fo 
obſcured, as to make it doubtful to thoſe about 
him, as well as to himſelf, whether he be 4 
Child of Gop, or not: and the Divine Majeſty, 
on account of Sin indulged, may fee juſt Reaſon 
to withdraw the Defeon very of his Favour of 
Mercy to ſuch a Degree, as that the Mind of the 
Sincere Chriſtian may be left in the 4% Dark- 
ne/s, But this, I apprehend, is ſport of the 
preſent Caſe. For the Queſtion here is, Whe- 
ther, or no, can there be a zoral Diſſolution oi 
the one |the Relation] and an intire Extinction 
of the other [the Favour of Almighty Gop ?} 

SUFFER me yet to to inquire farther on the 
Point: Is not that Grace, which, at firſt, 
made a Perſon a Child of Go, and took him 
into the divine Favour ; fufhcient to ſecure that 
' Relation, and preſerue him in that Favour, th 

obſcured : ? [See 1 Sam. xii. 22.] Or, will riot 
that Goodueſs, which, at firſt, qualified him t0 
act in any one Inſtance worthy his Character as 
a Child of Gop; either quality him alſo for a 
wanterupted Perſeverance in future Duties; 01, 
if fallen, renew hin to Re pentance, and firenoth- 
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en him to perfett Holineſs in the Fear of GOD 
Is not this the Tenor of the New Covenant, as 
it riſes to View from the Scriptures referred to 
in the Margin * ? 

LasTLy, It appears to me, that the Rating 
Things in the other Way, lies intirely expoſed 
to the very fame Objection, that the Plain Ace 
count 10 judiciouſly makes to thoſe who affirm, 
that by this Act of partaking worthily © We 
« ſecure to ourſelves God's Favour and Accep- 

tance through Chriſt, unleſs by any Vici— 
ouſneſs in the Courſe of our Lives, we con- 
& tradict the Profeſſions of our ſolemn Devo. 
* tions“. Now to this our Author excepts, 
becauſe, as he obſerves, „ it feems no better 
© than to give to this At, in oe Part of this 
“ Sentence, a Privilege w hich is immediately 
c taken away in anther Part of the ſame 
Sentence.“ So, as to the preſent Cale, i 
ſeems no better than ſaying, that you are, in- 
deed, qualified in ſuch Manner, as to behave 
worthily i in this /ingie Act of Obedience, and to 
ſecure the divine Favour for this Sombice' but 
that vou have no Principle © necellary to pe- 


Fe 


ſerve you for, or qualify you to the Diſcharge 


of Future As of Obedience: which, I moſt 
own, if it were not too great a Liberty of 
Speech, would, with me, be the fame as fay- 
ing, You are a Chri/tiar, and no Chriſtian, 


a Cor vil. 1. b 2 Sam xxüi. 5. Pf. ri 30 — 33. 
Heb. vii. 10, 12. c 2. Ac. p-. 77 * 


. & . Ibis. 


1 Pet, i. 23, compared with 1 Jchn iii. 9, 
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I Do: not, indeed, pretend to ſay, but a 
Chriſtian, really fo, may, in ſome Inſtances of 
Conduct, act unworthy his Profeſſion; but, this 
notwithſtanding, I am humbly of Opinion, he 
cannot abfolutely loſe his Character. And there- 
fore, that tho there may be jome Slips and 
Blemiſhes in his Life ; yet that the Tenor of it 
will be devoted to moral Virtue. Where this 
1s. not the Caſe,” we may be Say ſure, that 
the Title is ſpurtozws. 

Tres then are my preſent Difficulties; ow- 
ing, it may be, wholly to the Prejudices of Edu- 
cation : but as they are ſuch, as I have not 
been able to reſolve to myſelf, and no one 
would chuſe a State of Suſpenſe ; it would give 
me no {mall Pleaſure, to be perfect clear in 
them: becauſe, by that Means, I ſhould im- 
mediately know, what I had to retain, and 
what it were proper to diſcard. 


The End of the Appendix, 


